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CONTACT Air Land & Sea was published on 1 March,  
1 June, 1 September and 1 December since 2004.  
After 10 years in print it went digital in 2014. This 
is the last regular issue. News, infotainment and 
archives are still available by FREE subscription via  
www.aussiecombat.com

All editorial and general enquiries should be 
addressed to the editor.

All material appearing in this magazine is protected by 
copyright and may not be reproduced in whole or in part 
without permission from the copyright owner (which 
may not be Contact Publishing). The views expressed in 
this magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
publisher or the editor. The publisher does not accept 
responsibility for any claim made by any author or advertiser 
– readers are encouraged to seek professional advice where 
appropriate.

I have chosen to slow down in my ‘old age’ – so this will be the last 
regular issue of CONTACT Air Land & Sea magazine. There may be 
more in the future, if I get bored or run out of things to do in my 
retirement. 

And, of course, COMBAT Camera magazine [of which I have 
published 18 issues] may also make reappearances, especially 
following our anticipated big presence at Avalon Airshow next year.

Before you panic, though, let me assure you that CONTACT 
magazine is the only thing affected by this announcement – our 
web site and weekly newsletters will not only continue, but will likely 
flourish because of this freeing up of brainspace.

There are hundreds of people I should thank for their support, 
encouragement and loyalty over the past 18 years – too many to 
name them all, but I will name a few...

To my wife Rosie first and foremost, not only for her invaluable 
assistance with account keeping, invoicing, subscriptions 
management, trade-booth attending and myriad other support 
chores, but also for allowing me to start on this mad venture in the 
first place and supporting and encouraging its continuation for so 
many years – with apologies for not getting that new kitchen she 
dreamed of, the loan for which was diverted to become the start-up 
capital for CONTACT.

I also want to thank all the fine men and women of the Australian 
Defence Force whom I met over the years. I always felt warmly 
welcomed into your presence in barracks, on exercises and 
especially on operations. Your work and your exploits were always 
an inspiration to me and you always made it easy for me to tell great 
stories about your work.

However, the last time ‘I went bush’ with some of you didn’t go 
so well. I experienced my first ever PTSD panic attack while visiting 
a unit on a live-fire exercise at Cultana, South Australia. I didn’t 
recognise it as a panic attack at the time, but knew I had to make 
excuses and get out of there.

That loss of confidence to immerse myself in your world was surely 
the beginning of the end for CONTACT magazine, which was all 
about indepth reporting from the field. Relying on others to write 
CONTACT-worthy stories was always difficult – with some notable 
exceptions – and relying on the ADF to supply sufficient info for me 
to write remotely was hopeless.

I persevered for a couple of years after that Cultana episode, in the 
apparently forlorne hope that I’d find my mojo again or ‘snap out it’. 
But it wasn’t to be.

Among the other names I will mention for thanks is then-WO1 
now Major (retd) Darryl Kelly, who is the longest-serving external 
member of the CONTACT family, contributing his ‘Almost VC’ and 
‘Just Soldiers’ stories every single issue from number 1 right through 
to this, the 75th. Thanks  a million Darryl.

Former sergeant Troy Rodgers is another who deserves much 
thanks. Troy contributed generously over the years and, in fact, was 
at the very first CONTACT planning meeting when the collusion 
could have been considered a chargable offence and was thus 
conducted very secretively ;-) Troy has also been a great personal 
friend since we served together in East Timor in 1999/2000 and, 
despite his own challenges, assisted me greatly in my own DVA 
journey in latter years.
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Wayne Cooper is another dear friend whose 
contributions were, and friendship still is, a solid bedrock 
on which CONTACT and myself have leaned heavily 
from the beginning. Wayne wrote brilliantly about his 
soldiering experiences in Somalia for the first 16 issues of 
CONTACT. Later, Wayne was my boss and mentor during 
a particularly tough period – and a true friend to this day.  

Ash Shinner, who took over the long-running Somalia 
series, was another great friend of CONTACT. I regret I 
didn’t know him while we were both in uniform. 

Don Stevenson, CONTACT’s fitness writer for many 
years was another top bloke I came to know through 
these pages – and his books (still available on our 
web site) have been a great benefit to many would-be 
commandos and to me personally.

Thanks also to Damien Ewin and Stephen Davie for 
their long-term support and friendship.

Another friend I picked up thanks to his involvement 
in CONTACT is Tony Kelly – who is single-handedly 
responsibe for the very professional look and ‘feel’ of this 
magazine. His input, assistance and education in the fine 
art of layout and design has influenced these pages long 
after his direct involvement ended.

Finally, at the risk of forgetting a name or 10, I say 
to the many others who contributed, aided, abetted, 
assisted, encouraged and supported CONTACT over the 
years – thank you, thank you, thank you.

And even to the doubters, haters and roadblockers, 
without whose obstructionism this stuborn Irishman 
would never have started or may have given up a lot 
sooner – thank you too (he says cynically).

For those who don’t know why I say that cynically – 
when Army HQ allowed ARMY Newspaper Unit to be 
civilianised at the officer level, the change spelt the 
death knell for ARMY Magazine. When the new civvie 
editor threatened to kill that off, rebellious junior NCOs 
went behind his back ‘to show him’ – and CONTACT was 
born (in secret).

Way back then, my yardsticks for success were, that 
CONTACT should be better than the predecessor it was 
modelled on and that it should last longer.

I think I won on both counts – CONTACT was definitely 
a better product (if I do say so myself ), and it lasted 75 
issues against 54 for ARMY.

Which brings me to one last thank you (again 
meant cynically ;-) – to the Defence and Defence 
Force Recruiting officials whose mantra “he’s already 
doing our job for us, so why should we pay him [via 
advertising support]” – I hope you see the error of your 
shortsightedness as I shut down your best asset just as 
you face your largest recruiting challenge since Vietnam. 

In this, the last issue of CONTACT Air Land & Sea 
magazine, and in the spirit of looking back on what was 
a brilliant beacon for the Australian Defence Force and 
all who sail in her, some of this magazine will look back 
on my favourite stories of the past 18  years – stories that 
showed the lives and work of Australian sailors, soldiers, 
aviators and occasionally police in the best possible light.

Many of these stories also demonstrate another aspect 
of CONTACT that I am most proud of – the respect and 
trust shown to CONTACT by uniformed men and women 
willing to tell their sometimes harrowing stories, to this 
audience through these pages. 

Before I go, I do want to reiterate that this is not the 
end, but the beginning of a new chapter in the wider 
CONTACT story. Only the prestigious quarterly magazine 
is bowing out. The many other facets of this ‘media 
empire’ remain – and will hopefully flourish from the 
extra attention.

If you aren’t already a subscriber, please do subscribe 
free via aussiecombat.com – and, if you are already a 
supporter, well, let’s crack on. 

Sincerely,

Brian Hartigan, 
Managing Editor

EDITORIAL
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THE BIG PICTURE
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New Zealand Army recruits come New Zealand Army recruits come 
to attention during their march-out to attention during their march-out 
parade, stomping in melted snow, parade, stomping in melted snow, 
at Waiouru Military Camp on New at Waiouru Military Camp on New 
Zealand’s North Island.Zealand’s North Island.
Friends and families of the graduates Friends and families of the graduates 
attended the ceremony in which they attended the ceremony in which they 
witnessed the troops conducting witnessed the troops conducting 
displays and drill on the parade square.displays and drill on the parade square.
Waiouru, meaning ‘River of the West’, Waiouru, meaning ‘River of the West’, 
has a history as a walking route for has a history as a walking route for 
Maori, an 1880s sheep station, and as Maori, an 1880s sheep station, and as 
an army training area since WWII.an army training area since WWII.
Waiouru Military Camp can be found Waiouru Military Camp can be found 
in the central North Island, with Mount in the central North Island, with Mount 
Ruapehu as its backdrop ensuring a Ruapehu as its backdrop ensuring a 
rugged and challenging environment.rugged and challenging environment.
All New Zealand Army soldiers complete All New Zealand Army soldiers complete 
their 16 weeks of basic training at The their 16 weeks of basic training at The 
Army Depot at Waiouru, with intakes Army Depot at Waiouru, with intakes 
occurring several times a year. occurring several times a year. 
Every soldier comes to know this camp Every soldier comes to know this camp 
well and, at some point, calls Waiouru well and, at some point, calls Waiouru 
home – home of the New Zealand soldier.home – home of the New Zealand soldier.

WELCOMEWELCOMEHOMEHOME
Photo by Corporal Dillon Anderson 

https://www.facebook.com/CONTACTmagazine
https://twitter.com/aussiecontact
https://www.pinterest.com/contactmagazine/
https://www.youtube.com/user/contactpublishing
http://www.contactairlandandsea.com
mailto:editor%40militarycontact.com?subject=
http://issuu.com/contactpublishing


Photo by Private Michael Currie BIG PICTURE 2 

An M1A1 Abrams main 
battle tank engages a target 
at the Puckapunyal Military 
Area, Victoria.
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Published in Issue 

Published in Issue 
32, December 2011, 

32, December 2011, this was the first 
this was the first first-hand feature-

first-hand feature-length story from 
length story from Afghanistan trusted 

Afghanistan trusted to CONTACT. 
to CONTACT. 
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PITCHPITCH  BLACKBLACK

A Royal Singapore Air Force F-16 
comes in to land after a sortie on 
Exercise Pitch Black 2022.

Exercise Pitch Black is a biennial, three-week, multi-nationl, large-
force exercise conducted primarily in the Northern Territory.
The exercise is the Royal Australian Air Force’s most significant 
international-engagement activity with this and other exercise 
pivotal to ensuring the RAAF remains ready to respond 
whenever the Australian government requires. 
The training and integration of forces that occurs during 
Pitch Black directly supports RAAF’s ability to conduct 
operations.
Activities such as Exercise Pitch Black recognise 
Australia’s strong relationships and the high value 
it places on regional security and fostering closer 
ties throughout the Indo-Pacific region.

2322   



Exercise Pitch Black first started at RAAF Base 
Williamtown, New South Wales, in 1981 and has 
since moved permanently to RAAF Base Darwin.

In the early years, PB was an all-Australian 
exercise. However, in 1983 the United States took 
part, and in 1984 New Zealand was invited. 

The Republic of Singapore Air Force joined PB in 
1990 and has attended every exercise since. 

The Royal Thai Air Force first participated in 
2004 and the Indonesian Air Force six years later, 

in 2010, with other regional and international air 
forces queueing up to take part. 

Fast forward to 2022 and 17 nations saw Exercise 
Pitch Black as a rewarding and worthwhile 
undertaking.

Exercise Pitch Black aims to strengthen regional 
partnerships and improve interoperability between 
nations, thus promoting regional security. 

Participants were divided into two opposing sides 
– basically, aggressors and defenders.

TOP: Luftwaffe E-2000 Eurofighter with 
special Pacific-tour livery.
BOTTOM: A RAAF F-35A over Mindil Beach, 
Darwin, during a public air display.

Shedding Light OnShedding Light On

Pitch BlackPitch Black
STORY AND PHOTOS BY
BARRIE COLLINS

2022 was a shining light in the history of ‘Pitch Black’ for the Royal Australian Air Force
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As mentioned, in previous years 
Pitch Black has had a number of 
overseas participants, however 2022 
was very special with additional 
involvement from countries such 
as Japan, the United Kingdom, 
Germany and the Republic of Korea.

Not only did we see the addition of 
new countries, we also saw new aircraft 
types in the skies over RAAF Bases Darwin, 
Tindal and Curtin.

Being a joint international military exercise, 
there were a number of hurdles to get over 
– the first being logistics and the second 
– language. 

The British, French and German contingents 
had to travel more that 14,000km to take 
part.

The journey was not without its mishaps, 
with one of the German Eurofighters delayed 
due to technical issues forcing it to land in 
the United Arab Emirates for repair. 

However, the specially painted 
aircraft managed to catch up with the 
main party a few days later. 

The new livery on this aircraft 
depicted the route taken by the 
Luftwaffe, with the flags of countries 
participating and those to be visited by the 
contingent.

But, with just a few hiccups and language 
issues during the early stages, everything ran 
smoothly and the exercise was a complete 
success, according to all concerned.

Pitch Black 2022 was hosted by the Royal 
Australian Air Force at RAAF bases Darwin 
and Tindal in Australia’s Northern 
Territory and was conducted mainly 
in the skies over the Northern Territory 
and as far west as RAAF Base Curtin in 
Western Australia with further support 
from RAAF Base Amberley in  
Queensland.

As a thank you to the people of Darwin, the 
Pitch Black organisers arranged two public 
events.

Australia  EA-18G Growler, F-35A Lightning II, Hawk 127, C-17 Globemaster III, Hercules 
C-130J, E-7A Wedgetail, KC-30A MRTT and Learjet 35A

United Sta tes of America F-35B Lightning II, F-15C ( ‘Fighting Cocks’ from 67th Fighter Squadron 
Kadena, Japan), C-130J Sumo and C-17 Globemaster III

United Kingdom: E-2000 Eurofighter Typhoon, A400M Atlas and KC-30 Voyager MRTT

Republic of Singapore: F-15SG Strike Eagle, F-16C/D Fighting Falcon, G550 AEW, Hercules C-130 and 
A330 MRTT

Republic of Korea: KF-16U Falcon and A330 MRTT

Japan: F-2A/B Viper Zero and Kawasaki C-2 transporter

New Zealand: P3-K2 Orion

France: Dassault Rafale B, A330 MRTT Phénix, A400M Atlas and CASA CN-235 
transporters

Germany E-2000 Eurofighter ( TFW74 ‘Bavarian Tigers’), A330 MRTT and a A-400M 
Atlas Transporter

Indonesia F-16A

India: Sukhoi Su-30 MKI, Hercules C-130J and C-17 Globemaster III transporters

Netherlands: NATO MRTT

Canada, Malaysia, Thailand, The Phillipines, United Arab Emirates

PARTICIPANTS:

TOP: French Air Force Dassault Rafale C.
BOTTOM: French A400M Atlas.

Australian  
F/A-18G Growler
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The first was an hour-long fly-past by some of the 
participating aircraft over the foreshore of Mindil 
Beach in conjunction with a beautiful Thursday-
evening markets. 

The United States Marine Corps showed the public 
the handling capabilities of the F-35B ‘Lightning’ 
and the MV-22 Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft. 

A handling demonstration by an RAAF F-35A 
Lightning had the crowd in awe of the capabilities 
of our newest very-fast jet. 

On the Saturday following, RAAF held an open 
day at RAAF Base Darwin, allowing the public to 
view aircraft up close, talk to pilots and support staff 
and see other aspects of air-force life.

Pilots from the Armée de l’Air (French Air Force), 
flying Rafales, the JASDF (Japanese Air Self Defence 
Force) flying modified F-16’s called Mitsubishi F-2s, 
the Luftwaffe (German Air Force) flying the EL 200 
Eurofighter and the ROK (Republic of Korea) flying 
their KF-16Hs as well the RAF (Royal Air Force) 
flying their version of the Eurofighter; all loved flying 
in the skies over the Northern Territory unhindered 
by the flight restrictions common to their home 
airspaces.

All going to plan, the next Exercise Pitch Black 
will return to the Northern Territory in 2024.

TOP RIGHT: Indonesian Air Force Sukhoi Su-30 Flanker.
BACKGROUND: RAF A330 MRTT with E-2000 Eurofighter Typhoon.
RIGHT: US Marine Corps V-22 Osprey.
FAR RIGHT: Singaporean F-15SG Strike Eagle.
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Troopers Ayles and Nicolson front car, and Corporal Tutton andTrooper Moyle second car, ride out the blast of an IED blown in place.
Pic by Lance Corporal Bayley

I SURVIVED 4 IEDS

www.facebook.com/CONTACTmagazine
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Published in Issue 33, 
Published in Issue 33, 

March 2012, this first-
March 2012, this first-

hand account stands out 
hand account stands out 

as one of my favourite 
as one of my favourite 

instances where a soldier 
instances where a soldier 

trusted CONTACT with 
trusted CONTACT with 

his own very-personal 
his own very-personal 

war story.war story.
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small group of us in Alpha Company (Coy) were at
a patrol base in the Mirabad valley.We had been
in Afghanistan for about a month. For most of us
it was our first deployment but for others it was

their 2nd or 3rd – but we were all keen to be there and to
start the job.

So, there we were, getting ready to step out on one
of our first small jobs, a troop transfer to another patrol
base. It was approximately 0730 when we headed
off into the ‘dasht’, avoiding the major route. As our
Bushmaster patrol approached a ridge just south of the
patrol base, my vehicle halted to allow the engineers to
clear the path down the ridgeline and towards the green
zone. Our call sign (CS) made it into the green zone without
incident but, as we went down the road, about 200m from
our destination, our engineers, who were about 20m in
front searching for improvised explosive devices (IEDs), had
a burst of automatic fire go over their heads.They dropped
down and held a position while we moved up to provide
support.The engineers had another two rounds fired at
them and they returned fire.With my CS in support, my
crew commander put down a burst of Mag 58 and, with
that, it was over.

The infantry CS went out to exploit the area but did not
find the weapon or the enemy, so we continued towards
the patrol base and eventually dropped off the personnel.

While waiting in the base,we had a Bushmaster and an
infantry CS providing overwatch into the green.Heading
back outside the base we picked up the boys on the way

through.The overwatch vehicle and infantry CS mounted up
and moved to our position approx 10m from the green zone.

We were in an old riverbed turning to go up to the
ridgeline when there was a BOOM! We had hit our first
IED of the deployment.

I was shocked and turned to my left to see if my crew
commander was OK. He had been standing up out of
the cupola with most of his body exposed.The force
pushed him down from a standing position and in to the
back of the Bushmaster. He was OK and already on to
communications, reporting straight away that all personnel
inside the vehicle were uninjured.

I yelled out to see if the engineers were OK because
we had one of them up in the rear shooter’s hole. Lucky
for him he had ducked down just a moment before the
IED exploded.

The engineers got out to clear around our vehicle
to make sure there were no secondary IEDs. After just
being hit with an IED and then following up by getting
out to secure the site takes guts and I take my hat off to
the combat engineers who are over there.

They eventually secured the area and another vehicle
moved to an overwatch position to our right and an
infantry CS to our high left in case of a follow up attack.

We then waited for the explosive-ordnance disposal
(EOD) boys to get to the site to collect evidence.

While waiting, we checked the damage to our vehicle.
The IED struck our rear right wheel, which was gone, the
stowage bins were bent and busted and some parts were
missing.The boys found bits of tyre and metal as far as
150m away.The blast itself lifted the rear of the Bushmaster
and pushed it about 2m to the left and about 1m in front of
where the device had been.

When EOD eventually showed up, they brought a tow
truck with them.

Back in the patrol base, the medic asked questions and
gave us a test (all personnel are tested after each blast) to
see if we had any memory loss.We all seemed OK and
just wanted another vehicle to get back doing our job.We
headed to Tarin Kot (TK) and picked up our new vehicle
and, after a bit of stick from the lads about losing one
so early, we were on our way back to our patrol base.

Over the next few days we talked about what happened
and we were not keen for it to happen again. Little did we
know, Mirabad valley had a lot more IEDs waiting for us.

SappersWhite,Moore andMoss,Corporal Martin and
EDD Flojo search a ridgeline ahead of a Bushmaster.
Pic Trooper Nicolson

Pic Petty Officer Damian Pawlenko

ur Bushmaster CS was taking out the infantry
and engineers to conduct a mentoring patrol
with the Afghan National Army (ANA),who
were from another patrol base in our valley.

We left our patrol base and headed to the ANA patrol
base, with the engineers searching the way.We got to
there without incident and the infantry and engineers
took the ANA out the gate and on a patrol that lasted
about two hours.
It was summer and extremely hot, so when the

boys returned they rested for a bit to cool down while
the infantry sergeant gave the ANA commander a
debrief about the foot patrol and checked if they needed
anything on the base fixed.All in all the mentoring patrol
from Alpha went well and wemounted up to head back to
our own base.
About 1km down the road we had to pass a small built-

up area.The first two vehicles got past with no problems.
Then,over the radio,we got a report from our rear vehicle
that they had a Molotov cocktail thrown at them,but
it missed the Bushmaster and failed to burst in flames. It
was lucky it was faulty as they had a rear shooter up out of
the hatch.
We only had about 50 to 60m left of the route before

heading into the dasht.With about 20m before the turn-off
point there was massive explosion. It felt bigger than the
last one, and everything went silent and black for a few
seconds. I looked to my right andmy windowwas spider-
webbed from four different hits. I looked left for my crew
commander,but he had been thrown in the back and had
a fresh scratch on his helmet from shrapnel.The boys in the
back were uninjured, so the crew commander sent them
out the rear hatch to provide security.
The vehicle was still operational – just. It was strange that

it was still working as the blast felt a lot bigger than our
first hit and we lost a wheel in that first one.
The infantry and engineers stayed back to exploit the

area and search the building where the Molotov cocktail

had come from,while we limped out of there onto an
overwatch position to assess damage.
We had been hit on the front right side by a command-

pull, directionally focused charge (DFC) in the wall of the
building.The force from the blast pushed the front of the
Bushmaster to the left about 2m and had peppered us
with rocks and shrapnel all along the front right side,up
the side of my window and straight up to where my crew
commander had been standing. It blew some side stowage
bins out of shape and put some big holes in the metal on
the side of the vehicle and punctured holes in the front
tyres.The force felt so strong because the wall fromwhich
it came was only about 1m away from us.
After the boys came back from searching,our troop

commander decided we could make it back to our
patrol base and get fixed up there.At base we changed the
tyres so the Bushmaster could move again,but it needed
to go back to TK for new bins,plating and a window.They
also needed to check it over to see if the armour suffered
any cracks.
So nowwe were on Bushmaster number three.And,

along with the new car came somemore stick, but we had
a laugh and headed back to our patrol base.Once again,
the Bushmaster held its own and nobody was hurt.

I SURVIVED 4 IEDS
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Sergeant Engstrom andTrooper Banks
watch as an IED is blown in place.
Pic Trooper Nicolson

Pic Petty Officer Damian Pawlenko
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e had been coming back fromTK, escorting
a Mog full of the good stuff (mail) and other
bits and pieces for an upcoming build in
Charmistan.We were heading up a hill to

get on a ridgeline about 700m away from our patrol base.
It didn’t work as planned and,wouldn’t you know it,we hit
another IED.
Lucky for us the anti-personnel mine that was used for

the initiator blew up and cut the wire to the main charge
that ended up low-ordering (partial blow).We stopped
the Bushmaster and the engineers again cleared the
way back to the site.We had our EOD teamwith us and
this made the time to blow in place (BIP) a lot faster.
We waited for them to get the robot out and put in a slab
of explosives to detonate the left-over charge.When they
BIP’d the site, it was massive – bigger than the previous
two by far.We waited the allocated safe time and the EOD
boys went back out to see the hole, collect evidence and
take the pictures they needed.When I looked back and saw
the sergeant of the EOD team in the hole taking pictures,
I realised how lucky we were – the hole was waist deep.
He later confirmed it was much larger than the previous
device. If the full charge had gone off it definitely wouldn’t
have been a good day.
The vehicle had to be inspected, so we now got another

Bushmaster – number 4.

www.militarycontact.com

Sergeant Engstrom andTrooper Banks in the front car andTroopers Wunsch
and Nicolson in the rear car as an IED is blown in place.
Pic Trooper Lewin

Pic Petty Officer Damian Pawlenko
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his was the day Alpha Coy and attachments
moved out to build a patrol base in the Charmistan
area. It was a long drive with a large convoy.The
entire way was searched and about six hours later,

we were almost there,with our Alpha Coy moving off the
route to establish an overwatch position to the west of the
build site.
Wemoved off with our engineers leading the way,up

the hill and along a very long ridgeline,heading east.We
made it to the ridgeline that shoulders the Charmistan
valley heading north to our overwatch position.We
stopped and the go-ahead for a short trip without
searching was made as it was a huge ridgeline with
large open areas.
Further down, the engineers dismounted

and searched where the ridgeline got narrow and they
searched the rest of the way.
On this convoy, I was third in line and the two

Bushmasters in front moved down slowly.At the bottom of
the hill, they skipped over the main track to the other side
where they could continue. I took off behind them.But, it
was not my day – again.
As I went to skip over to the other side,we hit our fourth

IED.This time, I blacked out for just a second or two and
didn’t quite hear the blast.
Once we hit the ground, I was still a little shocked and

looked around to see if we had any injuries, especially
because we had a rear shooter up.But again,he had
dropped down to say something to amate just before it
went off.
My crew commander copped a lot of force,which put him

in the back of the Bushmaster and he was a little bit worse
for wear on this one,but still OK with no visible injuries.
One of the boys had to helpme out of my seat because I

had corkedmy leg.But all was good, though this time I felt
bad because I had two explosive-detection dogs (EDDs)
in the back of the car and they didn’t look too happy with
what I just hit.
Once again, the Bushmaster held its own and everyone

was good.We had been hit on the front left-hand side and
the force put the front of the Bushmaster in the air.By the
time we landed, the rear wheel was in the blast crater – so
this one had some force behind it.

Damage again was relatively minor,with the front side
stowage bins busted and covers blown off.We also had
no left tyre and the hub and the wheel station were bent
and cracked.
The engineers in the lead vehicle came back and

searched the area for secondaries.After it was deemed
clear, the EOD did their thing.We all jumped in another
bushmaster andmoved up the hill to provide cover and
watch over our vehicle overnight.
The next day, the blown Bushmaster was moved and we

were on our way back to a patrol base.

After arriving,myself andmy crew commander were told
we needed to go back to Tarin Kot to have further medical
tests done because we had now hit too many IEDs.The
doctor said he was happy with some of the test results but
he was still unsure and would like us to fly to Kandahar for
further testing with the American brain-trauma unit.
After a weeks’worth of testing I was found to be OK

to go back to Alpha Coy and continue with the job.
Unfortunately,my crew commander was not so lucky.
Because he stands pretty much waist high out of the Bushy
and had copped a lot of the force from the IEDs,he was
found not fit for further duty and was sent home.
A couple of days later, I returned to Alpha Company.

I SURVIVED 4 IEDS

Lance Corporal Bayley andTrooper Keshan’s car waits as an IED is blown in place.
Pic Trooper Nicolson

Pic Leading Seaman Andrew Dakin
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I still cop a lot of jokes about the strikes. Being ex-Navy
on patrol boats, I keep getting told“maybe you should go
back to boats, at least you can’t hit any IEDs out there”or
“you’re not an engineer, so stop finding IEDs the wrong
way”. But it’s good humour and we all joke around.

On the psych side – being hit four times, I did get a
little nervous whenever we drove over a vulnerable point,
just waiting for another big bang, even if it had been
searched. But the feeling eventually went away and I was
still happy to get out there and do the job with the boys.

It did play with my head though, with all the kids and
locals acting happy and waving, and then 200m later, or
even less, you’re hit, or find an IED, knowing they know
something was placed there. Or, knowing that some of the
locals watching were in fact the enemy, acting as ‘farmers’,
checking out what they had achieved.

The old ‘what ifs’ came out now and then too. But, when
talking to the lads, we brought out the funny side of things
and you forget about the bad side of what could have
happened.

Yes, it could have been worse – but it wasn’t, and all
is good [Trooper Nicolson came home safe in January].

My strikes weren’t the only IEDs for Alpha Coy
though.We had six Bushmasters, a truck and some ANA
vehicles hit, and a number of other vehicle IEDs that luckily
low-ordered (partial detonation).

The engineers and our EDD team also found bulk
IEDs on the road and in the green zone that saved many
vehicles and personnel from being hit.They also found a
great number of caches.The infantry boys, along with the
engineers, also had some close and very lucky calls with
IEDs and were in a number of contacts.

Unfortunately, Alpha Coy did sustained a number of
wounded and injured personnel, but the boys of Alpha
Coy kept their heads high and got on with the great
job, mentoring the ANA and Afghan National Police.

It was a great trip and I believe, from my point of view
as a digger, we as Alpha Coy did a great job within our
valley. I hope the MTF-4 guys who took over can have a
safe trip and I wish them the very best.
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I SURVIVED 4 IEDS

Tools of the trade for a combat engineer– Flojo sleeps next to aMineLabmetaldetector after a hard dayswork.PicTrooper Nicolson

Sgt Lane and Spr Smith in
the EOD Bushmaster.
Pic Trooper Nicolson

Pic Leading Seaman AndrewDakin

36   

https://militaryshop.com.au/features/beershebaCharge.html?ref=CONTACT
https://militaryshop.com.au/products/collectables-gifts/miniature-reversed-arms-digger-figurine-set-with-3d-frame-and-stand/?ref=CONTACT
https://militaryshop.com.au/features/medals.html?ref=CONTACT
https://militaryshop.com.au/products/miniature-figurines.html?ref=CONTACT
https://militaryshop.com.au/field-gear/?ref=CONTACT
https://militaryshop.com.au/vietnam-collections.html?ref=CONTACT


100-page hard-cover coffee-table books 

Filled with the best stories from each year

Max 250 copies printed of each edition

All stories – no advertising

Individually numbered

These are high-quality, full-gloss, 
print-on-demand hardcover 
books. Allow up to 30 days for 
print and delivery after ordering.

YEARBOOKS

BUY MULTIPLE

GIFT IDEA
Customise the front cover 
with a photo(s) of you or 
the gift recipient, and/
or request a special 
message on the first 
page, at no extra cost.

This example shows CONTACT 
Editor Brian Hartigan at 
Kapooka in 1990, and on 
ANZAC Day 30 years later

SAVE UP TO 

$175

https://www.contactairlandandsea.com/2021/05/15/buy-multiple-contact-yearbooks-and-save-heap/
https://www.contactairlandandsea.com/2021/05/15/buy-multiple-contact-yearbooks-and-save-heap/


ILLAWARRAILLAWARRA
WINGS OVERWINGS OVER

20222022 PHOTOS BY
BRIAN HARTIGAN

4140   



The might and nostalgia of some of 
Australia’s military air power past and 
present was on show at the 2022 Wings 
Over Illawarra air show at Shellharbour 
Airport, near Wollongong  NSW, over the 12-
13 November weekend.

A goodly array of flying and static 
displays thrilled the crowd of more than 
35,000 people who flocked to the small 
regional airport just 90 minutes south of 
Sydney to attend Australia’s largest annual 
air show.

Undoubted highlights of this year’s 
Wings Over Illawarra air show included a 
comprehensive aerial handling display by 

a RAAF F-35A Lightning II as well as historic 
aircraft flown by RAAF’s 100 Squadron out 
of Point Cook and Temora, with loads more 
modern and historic aircraft flown and or 
displayed by the on-site Historic Aircraft 
Restoration Museum (HARS), and others.

100 Squadron Commanding Officer 
Wing Commander Philip Beanland said 
participating in the air show gave the Royal 
Australian Air Force a great opportunity to 
engage with the community.

“Showcasing to the public – especially the 
next generation – provides awareness of 
what we do every day in the ADF,” Wing 
Commander Beanland said.
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“Who knows – some of the younger members of this 
crowd may one day become aviators of the future.”

The RAAF Roulettes once again proved to be 
crowd pleasers with their jaw-dropping six-ship 
routine, while on-the-ground attractions that 
piqued air-show patrons’ interest included a RAAF 
C-130J Hercules, Navy’s Airbus EC135 helicopter 
and a couple of unmanned aircraft systems, and 
Army’s Bushmaster protected mobility vehicle with 
attendant tooled-up soldiers to draw attention, 
protect the assets and answer numerous questions.

The Air Force Drone Racing Team and Army Drone 
Racing Team also attracted a lot of attention with an 
impressively-sized, fast-action display marquee.

There were also flight simulators, military 
working dog demonstrations and Air Force Band 
performances.

For Pilot Officer Maylee Neary, attending the Wings 
Over Illawarra 2022 Careers Open Day in the lead-
up to the air show provided a unique opportunity to 
share her experience as a young RAAF aviator.

Pilot Officer Neary, from Western Sydney, 
graduated from Arndell Anglican College in 
2021 and joined the Royal Australian Air Force 
in February this year. She graduated from Officer 
Training School in June and has been panelled 
for a pilot’s course.

As a highly-valued member of the RAAF 
Aviation Motivation Team, she talks to 
young people about officer aviation-career 
opportunities.

“We inform the younger generation about 
aviation roles in the Royal Australian Air 
Force and motivate them to consider a career 
in the RAAF,” Pilot Officer Neary said.

“The careers day on Friday was a really 
busy day with a lot of enthusiastic young 
people interested in RAAF.

“They were able to get a taste of what it is 
like to be an air-force pilot in our simulators. 

“It also provided them a great opportunity 
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to talk one-on-one with us about daily life in 
aviation.”

More than 1500 school students from across 
New South Wales took the opportunity to find out 
about the range of aviation careers in the Royal 
Australian Air Force during the careers day.

“Having just gone through recruitment and 
initial training myself meant that the information I 
provided to the young students was current,” Pilot 
Officer Neary said.

“I genuinely hope the information and advice I 
provided helps inspire some of the students to consider 
a career in aviation.”

Always a worry at this event is the weather, but 
this year, the weather gods smiled benevolently, 

though with some teasing. Saturday was hot and 
sunny – great for ice cream sales. On Sunday, 
despite dire forecasting, predicted rain mostly 
stayed away – or spent itself on the nearby 
escarpment – and the show went on. 

All in all, organisers, participants and spectators 
alike had a lot to be thankful for in the success of 
Wings Over Illawarra 2022.

FITNESS
MILITARY
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The opening 
The opening paragraph of this 

paragraph of this story, published in 
story, published in Issue 47, September 

Issue 47, September 
2015, shocked me with 

2015, shocked me with 
its rawness – and 
its rawness – and commenced a long-

commenced a long-standing bromance 

standing bromance with the author
with the author
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75 years to the day after US Air Force test pilot 
Captain Charles ‘Chuck’ Yeager proved that the 
sound barrier was no more than an engineering 
challenge, more than 12,000 school kids (and 
100,000 adults) gathered at Edwards Air Force 
Base, California, to celebrate the milestone and, 
hopefully, be exposed to and excited by the 
science, technology, engineering and maths 
(STEM) that de-mistifies the ‘magic’ of flight.

The Royal Australian Air Force’s Research and 
Development Unit (ARDU) and No. 33 Squadron 
were also on hand to celebrate the milestone , 
taking time out of a scheduled allied co-operation 
test and evaluation program to take part in the 
Aerospace Valley Air Show at Edwards AFB. 

The KC-30 and crew from RAAF Base Amberley, 
which can now refuel most United States Air Force 
combat aircraft, had been at Edwards to complete a 
test program with the USAF strategic bomber force. 

During their visit they were asked by the USAF 
to join close to 60 static ‘STEM displays’, which 
also included the Top Gun: Maverick movie prop 
‘Darkstar’ designed by Lockheed Skunk Works, 
alongside its ‘father’, the SR-71 ‘Blackbird’. 

In 1947, a small team of engineers, pilots and 
maintenance personnel went to the Mojave Desert 
in California to attempt to overcome the so-called 
sound barrier.

On its ninth powered flight, the Bell X-1 surpassed 
the speed of sound (Mach 1) in level, controlled 
flight.

During this year’s 75th anniversary ceremony to 
celebrate that accomplishment, Commander of the 
412th Test Wing Brigadier General Matthew Higer 
renamed Edwards AFB’s High Altitude Supersonic 
Corridor to the Bell X-1 Supersonic Corridor, saying 
he did so “in honour and in memory of the team 
of Big-A  airmen whose individual and collective 
contributions coalesced into something much more 
powerful than they could have ever imagined”.

Shortly after the first sonic boom in the newly 
renamed Bell X-1 Supersonic Corridor thundered 
above them, thousands of young students went on 
to participate in “the world’s largest field trip”.

On 14 October 1947, the Bell X-1 ‘Glamorous 
Glennis’ became the first airplane to fly 
faster than the speed of sound – Mach 1. 
Over the next 15 years, Machs 2 through 6 
were achieved above the Mojave Desert in 
California, catapulting Chuck Yeager, Jack 
Ridley, Robert Cardenas and Jack Russell 
into aviation history books. 

MACH 75MACH 75

PHOTOS BY
CHRISTABEL MIGLIORINI
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RIGHT: The SR-72 ‘Darkstar’ – a non-flying, 
full-scale concept aircraft designed by Lockheed’s 
Skunkworks in collaboration with the producers 
of Top Gun: Mavrick.

BELOW: Skunkworks engineer and lead 
designer on the Darkstar project Brian 
Hershberger.

BOTTOM RIGHT: SR-72 ‘Darkstar’  – also 
known as son of Blackbird – stands in front of a 
real SR-71 Blackbird at Edwards Air Force Base, 
California, during the 2022 Aerospace Valley 
Air Show.
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FAR LEFT AND ABOVE: RAAF No. 33 Squadron KC-30, 
A39-003, makes a guest appearance as one of nearly 60 static 
displays at the Aerospace Valley Air Show at Edwards Air Base, 
California.

TOP: SOFIA – a Boeing 747SP-based Stratospheric 
Observatory for Infrared Astronomy, armed with a 2.7-meter 
(106-inch) reflecting telescope, does a fly-by at Edwards AFB.
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Two United States Air Force B-2 Spirit stealth bombers 
were spotted heading in to RAAF Base Amberley in 
July by CONTACT’s Queensland stringer Christabel 
Migliorini.

The combat aircraft were from the 509th Bomb Wing, 
based at Whiteman Air Force Base, Missouri.

B-2 Spirit is a multi-role bomber capable of delivering 
both conventional and nuclear munitions.

Its stealth characteristics give it a unique ability to 
penetrate very sophisticated defences.

Introduced into service in 1997, the aircraft remains 
a cutting-edge technology, providing a strong and 
effective deterrent and combat force.

July’s visit was only the second time B-2 Spirits have 
visited Amberley – the first time being March this year.

393rd Expeditionary Bomb Squadron commander 
Lieutenant Colonel Andrew Kousgaard said the B-2 
deployment to Australia demonstrated and enhanced 
the readiness and lethality of US long-range penetrating 
strike forces.

“We look forward to training and enhancing our 
interoperability with our RAAF teammates, as well as 
partners and allies across the Indo-Pacific as we meet 
PACAF objectives,” Lieutenant Colonel Kousgaard said.

A US DoD spokesperson said the US Strategic 
Command routinely conducted Bomber Task Force 
operations across the globe as a demonstration of US 
commitment to collective defense and to integrate with 
Geographic Combatant Command operations and 
activities.

“This deployment is in line with the National Defense 
Strategy’s objectives of strategic predictability and 
operational unpredictability. 

“Bomber Task Force enables different types of strategic 
bombers to operate forward in the Indo-Pacific region 
from a broad array of overseas and continental US 
locations with greater operational resilience.”

The Australian Department of Defence added that 
several PACAF KC-135 Stratotankers supported the B-2 
Spirits, providing refuelling capability for the visiting 
bombers while they integrated with the Royal Australian 
Air Force to conduct various training exercises and 
activities.

SPIRIT
IN THE SKY
PHOTOS BY CHRISTABEL MIGLIORINI
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About 20,000 people registered for this year’s 
Gallipoli Barracks Open Day and were treated to 
a huge range of dynamic and static displays.

A section attack from the 8th/9th Battalion, 
Royal Australian Regiment, and an RAAF C-27J 
Spartan flyover were two popular displays.

Private Dylan Flemming was part of the 
8/9RAR demonstration and said it was awesome 
to see how many people were interested in the 
way things were done.

“It’s really good to see families come to the open 
day and witness how we work and operate as a 
team,” Private Flemming said.

“We all really enjoyed putting on the show.”
Captain Henry Swindon, HQ 7th Brigade, was 

responsible for much of the day’s planning, and 
was pleased with how it panned out.

“Community support has been great, as 
has the assistance from Defence community 
organisations, the RSL and plenty of other 
stakeholders,” Captain Swindon said. 

“It’s been fantastic to see how many people 
want to come and help.

“We catered for families, and the kids were 
stoked with the rides and food, plus there were 
lots of displays they could jump on and have a 
look at.”
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ot only did the Northern Territory see 
the largest United States Marine Corps 
contingent yet during their annual 
rotation, the Territory also saw MRF-D 
hosts, the Australian Army, out in 

force during numerous unilateral, bilateral and 
international exercises, with Territorians and visitors 
alike seeing columns of military vehicles streaming 
along the Arnhem and Stuart Highways.

Then they had their skies filled with aircraft during 
Exercise Pitch Black 22, The Royal Australian Air 
Force’s biggest biennial warfighting exercise.

Not long after that finished, the port of Darwin 
played host to a number of Australian and 
international naval vessels for the Royal Australian 
Navy’s Exercise Kakadu 2022 – or K22 as it has 
been abbreviated too – the largest naval exercise in 
Kakadu’s 30-year history.

CNCN NTNTININ
THETHE

Whatever about the western front, Whatever about the western front, 
you can’t say it’s all quiet in Darwinyou can’t say it’s all quiet in Darwin

– from a military perspective that is– from a military perspective that is

NN
PHOTOS BY BARRIE COLLINS
WORDS BARRIE COLLINS AND BRIAN HARTIGAN

SEEN IN THE NORTHERN TERRITOTY
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Kakadu is also a biennial exercise – though the 2020 iteration 
was cancelled because of the pandemic – and was developed 
to bring together the Navies of close neighbours such as 
Singapore, Papua New Guinea and Indonesia as well as those 
from further afield, which this year included the United States, 
Great Britain, Canada and others.

K22 commenced on Monday 12 September and closed on 
the 25th and saw 20 countries, 3000 personnel and 17 naval 
vessels participate, including warships, supply ships, patrol 
boats and a submarine.

Some aircraft from Pitch Black had also remained in Australia 
to support the RAAF with their interdictions to create a top-class 
maritime-warfare environment – most notably the Eurofighters 
from Germany’s Luftwaffe.

Chief of Navy Vice Admiral Mark Hammond said the 
theme for K22 was ‘Partnership, Leadership and Friendship’, 
demonstrated over 15 days of intense activity at sea and 
ashore.

The opening week-long harbour phase included briefings, an 
opening ceremony, a fleet-commanders’ conference, sporting 
events and social activities.

With preparations complete, the fleet then put to sea to test 
and enhance skills in activities ranging from constabulary 
operations to high-end maritime warfare.

Destroyers, frigates, corvettes and littoral-combat ships of 
varying designs and capabilities sailed in two task groups to 
undertake training activities to ensure task groups could work 
together effectively.

In the opening days of the sea phase, ships undertook 
gun firing and defending themselves against fast-jet fighters 
simulating guided missiles from sophisticated P-8 maritime 
patrol aircraft or from a submarine.

The latter half of the nine-day sea phase pitched the two 
task groups against each other in a tactical warfare scenario, 
testing the full capabilities of each ship and crew.

Meanwhile, a third task group comprising smaller patrol 
boats conducted boarding-party training to prepare them for 
fisheries enforcement, border protection and other maritime 
law-enforcement duties.

CONTACT’s man in the north, Barrie Collins, went to sea for 
a day with the crew of Armadale-class patrol boat HMAS 
Broome on a mission to conduct a joint boarding exercise with 
the Fijian Navy’s RFNS Saveneca, a Guardian-class patrol boat.

The boarding party from Broome were lowered into the sea, 
seated in their rigid-hulled inflatable boat (RHIB) and, once the 
lines were detached, they were off to board MV Discovery III, 
which played the part of a suspect vessel. 

Once boarded, contain-and-search orders were given and 
the combined boarding parties went about their business.

Monitors and observers were on board 
to witness the process and provide 
feedback, and this small piece of 
Exercise Kakadu was deemed a 
complete success.

TOP RIGHT: INS Satpura, India’s multi role frigate.

CENTRE RIGHT: Singapore’s stealth frigate RSS Steadfast.

BOTTOM RIGHT: Bhumibol Adulyade from the Royal Thai Navy.

MAIN: Australia’s own Anzac-class frigate, HMAS Perth.
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ABOVE: HMAS Broome’s boarding party head into action.

ABOVE RIGHT: Fijian boarding crew returning to RFNS Savenaca.

MAIN: RFNS Savenaca heads back to the Port of Darwin. 

FILM STRIP (from left): RAN boarding party boards MV Discovery III: Aussie sailors help 
their Fijian counterparts onto the suspect vessel: Rounding up the crew of the MV Discovery 
III: Discussing issues with crew of MV Discovery III: RFNS Savenaca and Fijian and Aussie 
RHIBs stand by off MV Discovery III: HMAS Broome’s boarding party are recovered.
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WEAPONS OF THE ADF

Handy Reference Guide

Part 1 – Revision 2

To fit your viewee twoee

Print on standard 6x4-inch photo paper, then cut along this line to fit in viewee twoee

Proudly brought to you by CONTACT Air Land & Sea

Australia’s best boots-on-the-ground military magazine

– available by free subscription from www.aussiecombat.com –

... and we... and we’’ll send you these  ll send you these  
twotwo free viewee twoee-sized ADF  free viewee twoee-sized ADF 
weapons guides by return emailweapons guides by return email

AUSSIECOMBAT.com

If you haven’t got a copy of both our free viewee-twoee-sized “Weapons of the ADF” printable .pdfs yet, 
you can download them free from – www.contactairlandandsea.com/2016/02/03/viewee-twoee/

Web site + Newsletter 
subscribe free via

Floréal-class frigate of the French Navy FS Vendémiaire.
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Spread over 
Spread over 

three issues 
three issues 

from Dec 2006 to 

from Dec 2006 to 

June 2007, these were 

June 2007, these were 

my reports fro
m my 

my reports fro
m my 

first (of three) trips to the 

first (of three) trips to the 

Middle East, walking in 

Middle East, walking in 

the footsteps of Aussie 

the footsteps of Aussie 

servicemen and women 

servicemen and women 

on operations.
on operations.
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After a two-year break in competition because 
of COVID-19, a section from 3rd Battalion, Royal 
Australian Regiment, were crowned the new 
champions of Army’s premier military-skills 
competition, having secured the Duke of Gloucester 
Cup for 2022.

3RAR section commander Corporal Liam Reynolds 
said the team was confident it had done everything 
they could to win it.

“We went down there to win – we had a winning 
mindset and I think it paid off,” Corporal Reynolds 
said.

Seven sections from the Royal Australian 
Regiment competed for this year’s Duke of 
Gloucester Cup, with each team judged on physical 
endurance, infantry tactics and teamwork over six 
days of intense competition.

Words Corporal Jacob Joseph
Photos Corporal Madhur Chitnis

101100   



Corporal Reynolds said 3RAR proved 
best overall after putting in strong 
performances across all stands.

Beginning with marksmanship 
and combat shooting, sections then 
navigated into the bush, where 
they were tested on their knowledge 
of heavy weapons and medical 
procedures, and were faced with 
complex problems such as identifying 
enemy from civilians.

Organisers introduced new elements 
to the competition this year, such 
as the use of chemical, biological, 
radiological and nuclear defence 
equipment during the section attack, 
and paint rounds in the urban stand.

Corporal Reynolds said changes to 
the adjudication system led to a fairer 
competition.

“Having a directing staff from a 
different battalion attached to each 
of the patrols made sure the scoring 
was done properly,” Corporal Reynolds 
said.
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As well as the Duke of Gloucester Cup, 3RAR also 
received the OSCMAR Trophy for battle endurance.

5RAR’s Corporal Max McCulloch took out the 
Regimental Sergeant Major’s Trophy for best section 
commander and Private Jack Willoughby, 6RAR, 
was named the best soldier in the competition, 
taking out the DSM Roche CSC Memorial Cup.

As champion section, the 3RAR team travelled to 
the United Kingdom in October to compete in the 
Cambrian Patrol, where they picked up a Bronze 
Award.

Cambrian Patrol is a 10-day military-skills 
assessment, hosted by the British Army, with 96 UK 
and international teams participating this year.

105CONTACT Air Land & Sea – Issue 75 – December 2022104   Find, like, share at                                    and

https://www.facebook.com/CONTACTmagazine
https://twitter.com/aussiecontact
https://www.pinterest.com/contactmagazine/
https://www.youtube.com/user/contactpublishing
http://www.contactairlandandsea.com
mailto:editor%40militarycontact.com?subject=
http://issuu.com/contactpublishing


Duke of Gloucester Cup
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JUST SOLDIERS BY MAJOR DARRYL KELLY

Tom Carmody was born in the rural city of Ballarat in 
May 1892, to parents Michael and Mary. His brother 
Laurence (Larry) followed in November the following year 
and baby sister Margaret, commonly called Rita, was 
born in 1900. Sadly, Mary passed away that same year1,2, 
leaving Michael to care for his young family. 

The family were again devastated when Rita passed 
away, aged five, and was laid to rest with her mother in 
Ballarat Cemetery.

Thomas and Larry were bright lads and undertook 
schooling at St Patricks College as boarders. On leaving 
school, Tom took on work as a telephone mechanic3, 
while Laurence became an apprentice blacksmith/coach 
smith4. 

Tom joined the local militia unit, the 11th Light Horse, 
and served with distinction for four years3. He married 
Elsie3 and started to plan a family of his own. 

Laurence was a militia gunner in the Warrnambool 
Artillery5 and remained a carefree bachelor4.

With the onset of war, both lads contemplated their future. 
Larry was the first to enlist, on 9 August 1915 and, with his 
militia background, was immediately allocated to the 10th 
Battery of the 4th Field Artillery Brigade as a reinforcement4. 

Saying goodbye to his brother, Tom knew it was only a 
matter of time before he too would be required to join the 
uniformed ranks, but, with a baby on the way, he had to 
bide his time. 

Tom enlisted in the AIF on 8 September 1916 and was 
allocated to the fledgling Australian Flying Corps’ (AFC) 2 
Squadron with the rank of 2nd Air Mechanic on 25 October 
1916 and, with his leave complete, said his final goodbyes 
to Elsie, his baby son and his father, and boarded the 
troop ship Ulysses, bound for war6.

Arriving in England on 23 December he was 
dispatched to the 69th Australian Flying Squadron, 
Royal Flying Corps, and onto Farnborough, for further 
training in the mechanics of wireless3. The art of wireless 
communication coupled with his background in 
telephone, fascinated him and he was exceptionally 
good at his trade.

On 18 June 1917, Tom was chatting with mates at a 
training field, when their conversation was interrupted by 
the drone of a RE8 reconnaissance/trainer. The aircraft, 
with a student pilot7 in command, looked and sounded 
in trouble. The plane slipped into a low turn, speared into 
the ground and burst into flames.

WARRANT OFFICER CLASS ONE 
THOMAS JAMES CARMODY 
MSM AND BAR

Running to the scene, Tom and his mates Sergeant 
Vince Smith, 1st Air Mechanic Cyril Lee and Sergeant 
Abner Dalzell could see the trapped pilot struggling to 
get free as the flames took hold on the highly flammable 
canvas-and-wood frame. 

The men made repeated sorties into the flames and, on 
their third attempt, were able to pull the badly burned 
pilot free. Sadly, his injuries were so severe he would not 
survive the day. 

For their courage and determination that day all four 
members were awarded the Meritorious Service Medal for 
Gallantry8,9. 

Re-joining the 69th Squadron it would be August before 
he and his squadron would be dispatched across the 
channel to the front lines3. Promoted to corporal, Tom was 
assigned as part of the 3rd Squadron AFC.

In late September 1917, he was told to report to 
headquarters. As he entered, he noticed strain and 
despair on his officer’s face. 

Handing over a folded piece of paper, the officer said 
“I’m sorry Tom”. As he read the note, the words ‘Killed in 
Action’ took his breath away as he realised his brother 
Larry was gone10.

In March 1918, Tom’s unit was stationed on the Ypres 
Saliant and Tom tried to make a search for the temporary 
cemetery where Larry was buried. With the enemy 
holding some of the high vantage points, movement 
around the Menin Road area was susceptible to artillery. 

While he searched among the crosses, Tom attracted the 
attention of German observers who sent a couple of high-
explosive rounds his way. Erring on the side of caution, 
Tom was on his way ‘toot-sweet’!

The recent collapse of Russia allowed the Germans to 
redeploy tens of thousands of fresh troops, along with 1000 
heavy guns from the Russian Front to attack the allies on 
three sector fronts in the west. 

It was the German’s golden opportunity to drive wedges 
right along the line and seize vital ports and transport 
hubs, thus isolating the allies from reinforcements, 
casualty evacuation and resupply. Dubbed ‘Operation 
Michael’, the thrust was aimed at the British/Australian 
front with the ‘prize’ being the strategically vital city of 
Amiens and its massive rail hub.

The Australian’s had no thought of defeat as they held 
their ground and counterattacked around the key village 
of Villers-Bretonneux and at other points along their line. 

As he read the note, the words ‘Killed in Action’ took his 
breath away as he realised his brother Larry was gone

FROM THE JAWS
OF FIRE
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For the pilots and observers of the Australian Flying 
Corps, their tasks were many and varied, from dogfights 
to reconnaissance, strafing enemy troop concentrations 
to spotting for artillery and reporting on enemy troop 
dispositions. For Tom Carmody and those on the ground, 
their mission was to keep the pilots and planes in the air, 
where they would do the most good.

By May/June the tide of battle had slowly swayed in 
the allies’ favour and they could now plan to carry the 
offensive to the enemy. This culminated on 8 August 
1918 when the Australian and allied forces breached 
the seemingly impregnable Hindenburg Line, of which 
German General Ludendorff wrote that this was ‘the black 
day of the German Army’ – the day they lost the war!

In September 1918, Tom was re-mustered to become a 
wireless operator and was pleased to remain with the 3rd 
Squadron3.

On 5 November 1918, the 3rd Squadron was operating 
out of an aerodrome at Premont. It was around 1800 hours 
on a cold, dark night when Tom Carmody saw a Bristol 
Fighter on fire in one of the canvas hangers. 

By the time he got to the hanger the aircraft was fully 
ablaze and live ammunition was detonating from the 
heat, firing in all directions. 

Assessing the danger and with disregard to his own 
personal safety, Tom laced up the hanger flap to prevent 
the wind from spreading the flames to the other hangers 
and precious aircraft.

As others arrived on the scene, Tom quickly organised 
them into groups to push adjacent aircraft to safety, while 
he sought to retrieve vital wireless equipment from the 
burning hanger before it was lost.

In diminishing light, faces – and, in fact, ranks – were 
barely recognisable, but, undeterred, Tom allocated men 
to tasks so efficiently that the damage and losses were 
limited to the original aircraft and hanger. 

As the burning hanger finally collapsed, he organised 
a fire-fighting party made up of all hands to finally 
extinguish the flames.

For his outstanding courage and leadership during 
this action, Tom Carmody was awarded a Bar to his 
Meritorious Service Medal8,11. 

With war’s end and troops awaiting transport space 
to take them home, promotions became more frequent 
as unit manning began to shrink. Tom, who had been 
promoted to temporary sergeant before his action of 5 
November, was now confirmed to substantive rank3.

We can be almost certain that during the lull in 
operational activity, Tom would have visited his brother’s 
grave to pay his love and respects.

In early March 1919, Tom was ordered back to England 
and marched into the 3rd Training Brigade. In the latter 
part of April, he was transferred from the 3rd Squadron 
to the AFC Education Staff with the rank of temporary 
warrant officer class one3.

Finally, orders came to board the transport Kaiser-i-Hind 
bound for Australia and home, where he arrived on 16 
June. 

Waiting on the dock was his beloved wife Elsie and his 
father. It would have been a bitter-sweet reunion, thanks 
to the loss of Larry.

Tom and Elsie settled down and rebuilt their lives after 
the long absence. Tom returned to his communications 
trade with the Post Master General’s Department (PMG). 

ABOVE LEFT: A flight of bombing planes, 1st Australian Flying Corps, Palestine, 1914-18. Image from State Library of NSW.

ABOVE RIGHT: Two Bristol fighters of the Australian Flying Corps. AWM B02209. 

FAR RIGHT: A Bristol fighter F.2B, two Martinsydes and a B.E.2 of the Australian Flying Corps photographed from inside a tent hangar 
in Palestine. Photo by Frank Hurley. AWM P03631.018. 

PREVIOUS PAGE: R.E.8  aircraft and personnel from 3 Squadron, Australian Flying Corps. Photo via Wikipedia.

They concentrated on starting a family, with a son Alan 
born in 1920, Francis in 1921, Thomas in 1923, plus a 
daughter, Joan1.

With the onset of the Second World War, the Carmody 
family again answered the call. Alan Carmody was 
already serving in the militia forces, as an army private in 
the Melbourne University Rifles. He sought and was granted 
a transfer to the Royal Australian Air Force by discharging 
from the Army and re-enlisting in the RAAF on the same 
day – 23 March 1942. At wars end he took discharge as a 
flight lieutenant12, specialising in radar.

Frank was firstly in the Army militia before transferring to 
the AIF, as a sergeant in the 19th Anti-Aircraft Battery. He 
transferred in 1943 to the RAAF, rising to the rank of flight 
sergeant as an instructor at an Observer School12.

Tom (Jnr) was a gunner in the 104th Anti-Tank Regiment, 
before also heading across to the Air Force. He also finished 
the war as a sergeant12.

Sadly, Thomas James Carmody MSM and Bar, a most 
gallant and seemingly fearless soldier, passed away on 
12 March 19551. He now lays at rest in Canberra’s Woden 
Cemetery.
Lest we forget

As a sidebar, I would like to highlight the great work done 
by those who run the Virtual Memorial Australia. This is a 
tremendous resource where you can record your own or a 
relative’s military service. Also, to the relatives who contribute 
to the respective sites, especially Julianne who populated the 
information on Thomas and Laurence Carmody.

1.  Virtual War Memorial Australia, 6323 Laurence Francis 
Carmody

2.  It’s not known if Mary died in childbirth
3.  National Archives of Australia: WWI Service Records, 530 

Thomas James Carmody 
4.  National Archives of Australia: WWI Service Records, 

6323 Laurence Francis Carmody
5.  AWM 145 Roll of Honour Cards 1914-1918 War Army – 

6323 Laurence Francis Carmody
6.  AWM 8, Unit Embarkation Rolls, 2nd Australian Flying 

Squadron 1 – 4 Reinforcements (October – December 
1916)

7.  The student pilot was Sergeant Alfred Stephen Holmes of 
No 61 Training School

8.  AWM28, Recommendation Files for Honours and Awards, 
AIF, 1914-1918 War

9.  National Archives of Australia: WWI Service Records, 
666 Albert Gilchrist Dalzell’s file holds a copy of the 
recommendations for all four members involved in the 
action of 18 June 1917

10. Killed in Action 25 September 1917
11.  One of only seven such awards across the 

Commonwealth forces and the only Australian to do so 
12. Department of Veterans’ Affairs Nominal Roll
13.  Tom passed before he could see his eldest son Alan 

become a senior and most respected public servant, 
decorated firstly with the Order of the British Empire and 
later becoming a Knight Bachelor. The Canberra suburb 
of Casey has Carmody Street, named in the honour of 
Sir Alan Carmody. Wikipedia 

Notes:
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OUT WITH A BANGPhoto by Leading Seaman Sittichai Sakonpoonpol

TIGER TIGER TEETHTEETH
An armed reconnaissance ‘Tiger’ helicopter from the 1st Aviation Regiment fires a Hellfire 
missile during Indo-Pacific Endeavour 2022.
This image has been digitally manipulated.
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