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EDITORIAL

Issue 52 - December 2016

AIR, LAND & SEA
I struggled to decide on a subject for this issue’s editorial and, after very
recently seeing a damn-good war movie, | thought I'd say a few words
about that —— Hacksaw Ridge is awesome. Well done to Mel Gibson
and the mostly Aussie cast for a truly epic tale, well told.

Hacksaw Ridge is the true story of Private Desmond Doss who, for
religious and family-history reasons, refused to touch a weapon even in
basic training as a rifle-company medic, after being drafted for WWII.

Peers and superiors alike violently objected to having a
‘conscientious objector’in their ranks, but, through superior
intervention he was eventually “free to run into the hell fire of battle
without a single weapon to protect yourself” And that hell fire
presented itself on the Maeda Escarpment on the island of Okinawa.

Here’s the scene — on 1 April 1945, more than 100,000 Japanese
soldiers faced about 182,000 US troops and 1300 Allied ships in
one of the last defensive stands in the taking of Japan.The Battle of
Okinawa lasted 82 days with 14,009 Allies killed and more than 80,000
wounded. 77,166 Japanese soldiers were counted among the dead as
well as up to half the 300,000 civilian population (all males over 18 and
nearly 1800 ‘middle school’ boys aged 14+ had been drafted as front-
line fighters. Even schoolgirls were drafted as support forces, such as
medics. And the capital city was all-but destroyed by bombers).

Desmond Doss’ unit entered the fight on April 29 and eventually took
Hacksaw Ridge a week later, after suffering massive casualties. Doss,
an unarmed medic, dodged bullets from shell hole to shell hole for
most of the battle and is credited with saving more than 75 comrades,
including his own company commander, who had fought so hard
during training to get rid of the ‘conscientious objector’

This movie is a‘Hollywood epic’and a Mel Gibson tour de force. As
such, you might expect it to glamourise its hero and ‘big him up’But, if
you read his Medal of Honour citation you might think, as | do, the film
doesn't go far enough in honouring this man’s superhuman actions on
Okinawa, where he was badly wounded four times — and continued to
prove himself a superhero even then (go read the citation, here).

After the war, Desmond Doss, with a Medal of Honour, three Bronze
Stars and three Purple Hearts, and badly disabled by his war wounds,
tended a small farm in Georgia until his death in 2006, aged 87.

Desmond Doss is the very worthy subject of Mel Gibson’s directing
genius in the movie Hacksaw Ridge, which was shot in NSW, Australia,
and featured many fine acting performances from the who's who
of Australian acting tallent. Hugo Weaving, as Doss’ alcoholic WWI-
tormented veteran father was brilliant.

And ex-commando and double leg amputee Damien Thomlinson
had several appearances, some of which involved his using his missing
legs, which must have been very poignant if not traumatic for the
now actor. Well done mate. | looked out for you in this movie and was
delighted with/by your performance.

Editor Brian Hartigan
editor@militarycontact.com
ph: 0408 496 664
fax:(02) 4293 1010

Art/Design Brian Hartigan

Advertising Brian Hartigan
advertising@militarycontact.com

Business Rosie Hartigan
Manager accounts@militarycontact.com
ph/fax: (02) 4293 1010

CONTACT Air Land & Sea magazine is
Published by Contact Publishing Pty Ltd,
PO Box 3091, Minnamurra, NSW 2533, AUST

CONTACT Air Land & Sea is published on 1 March,
June, September and December. It is only published
electronically on the Internet and is available by FREE
subscription via www.aussiecombat.com

All editorial, advertising and general enquiries should
be addressed to the editor. Sincerely,

All material appearing in this magazine is protected by
copyright and may not be reproduced in whole or in part
without permission from the copyright owner (which
may not be Contact Publishing). The views expressed in
this magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of the |
publisher or the editor. The publisher does not accept
responsibility for any claim made by any author or advertiser
- readers are encouraged to seek professional advice where
appropriate.

Brian Hartigan
Managing Editor

Subscribe }‘ree at www.aussiecombat.com


mailto:editor%40militarycontact.com?subject=
mailto:advertising%40militarycontact.com?subject=
mailto:accounts%40militarycontact.com?subject=
http://www.contactairlandandsea.com
http://issuu.com/contactpublishing
https://www.facebook.com/CONTACTmagazine
https://www.youtube.com/user/contactpublishing
https://www.pinterest.com/contactmagazine/
https://twitter.com/aussiecontact
http://www.aussiecombat.com
http://www.aussiecombat.com
http://www.militaryshop.com.au/features/contactGifts.html
http://www.desmonddoss.com/medal-of-honor/DossCitation.jpg
http://www.aussiecombat.com

3
£
i
=
163

A
\

.

.\w\ _‘MV 3‘\ \
A e |

g "

\'
e,

S L T—
3 NN s:



http://www.premierdefence.com
http://www.premierdefence.com

Get amazing
savings, up to 60%,
across the store.
Military gifts, field
gear and
collectables.

We're proud to be
Australia’s #1
destination for

people who
understand and ®
care about military. ©

Some exclusions apply*.

60% off Pennies, Two-up Sets and StI’CkeI”S

40% off Service Branded Clothing, Headwear Gifts,
Accoutrements and Medallions

20% off Swords and Sword Accessories

10% off Military Artworks, Limited Edition Bears,
Navigation Aids, Insignia Rings and Medals & Mounting

Save 30% on everything else*

*No discounts apply to legal tender numismatic coins or customisable products.

Use promo code CONTACT at the checkout

www.militaryshop.com.au/ContactGifts

FRONT + CENTRE

" glllll' EVERYTHING MILITARY
.

e Got something to say?
. E-mail: editor@militarycontact.com

IRISH FANS ™\

INCOMING

I stumbled across your website some time ago
and thoroughly enjoy reading CONTACT.

As a Reservist in the Irish Defence Forces I have
a keen interest in all things military ond must
compliment you on your excellent publication.

It gives a great insight into all aspects of
military life on the other side of the globe.

You are probably already aware that we
have a similar magazine in Ireland called An
Cosantoir which is the official publication for the
Irish Defence Forces here. It is also available in
digital edition.

Maybe you could have a look and drop them
a line to plug CONTACT for you.

I have sent your link to many of my colleagues,
so hopefully your readership will increase here.

2016 has been a very busy year for the
Irish Defence Forces particularly with cll
the ceremonies concerning the 1916 Rising
Commemoration. I hope you got to see some of
the various exhibitions when you were home.

Great to see that you enjoyed your holidays
here. Maybe on your next trip we can arrange d
military link-up.

Best Wishes,
Russell W, via email

Hi Russell, very nice to hear from you. Yes, I have
been aware of An Cosantoir for many years. We
used to get free hardcopies when I worked at the
official Australian ARMY Newspaper — more than
14 years ago. I also email the editor regularly.

I actually got his permission to reproduce some
1916 stuff from An Cosantoir in CONTACT in the
June issue. And I had hoped to catch up with
him while I was on holidays — but it didn't work
out, unfortunately [apologies to hard-working
Sergeant Wayne Fitzgerald]. Hopefully next time.
And likewise with you.

Brian Hartigan, Managing Editor

[ love your magazine etc but what's with all the
Irish stuff recently?

Sapper G, via ESP

Well, they didn't nickname me The Big Irish Git for
nothing. Born and raised on the Emerald Isle, but
moved here 32 years ago. And sure isn't me little
Irish mammy still over there, so there’s bound to
be a bit of draw back to the auld sod from time to
time. And with this being a significant centenary
year, with lots of military involvement, I couldn’t
resist — Ed 1

I was going through my “library” yesterday
when I came across on ARMY magazine. It
was No. 35 dated June ‘98.

[ started to go through it, as I love the older
items, and I came across an article “Tiger on
the prowl” — story and photos by Cpl Brion
Hartigan.

You've done well, from a past magazine to
one of your own.

I volunteer at two army museums. Bardia
Barracks at Ingleburn, and the Engineers
museum at Holsworthy. I have shown the
boys one of your articles which I printed,

Hoping to get some more orders for you,
we will see how it goes over time.

Back to the Tiger, a good unit, but I don't
like its partner the MRH 90. The side doors
slide to the front, therefore eliminating a
door gunner.

Cheers, John. [via email]

Thanks for the trip down memory lane John :-)
Brian Hartigan, Editor

editor@militarycontact.com
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Photo by Corporal David Said TI-I IE I3 I (; I: I (:le IQIE

A No 36 Squadron C-17A Globemaster Ill is marshalled-in next to an AP-3C
Orion at RAAF Base Curtin during Exercise Northern Shield 2016.

See story page 44
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P-8A POSEIDON G-SHOCK

Photo by Corporal David Cotton

T

ON THE

LAND

DESERT CAMO SERIES

The first Royal Australicn Air Force P-8 A Poseidon
was welcomed to its new home at RAAF Base
Edinburgh, South Australia, on 25 November, with
an official ceremony.

Number 92 Wing will opercte Australia’s newest

maritime éurvgiflance aircraft, which will support
a full range of tasks, including anti-surface and
anti-submarine warfare, maritime and overland
intelligence surveillance ond reconnaissance,
electronic support, and a search and rescue
capability.

Poseidon will eventually replace the veteran AP-
3C COrion, which was first introduced into the RAAF
in 1968. ——=

The commereial-aircraft-based looks of Poseidon
belie its lethcd capablhtes Itis capable of ca:r:rylng

NAVY BLUE SERIES

Find, like, share or ] 1 [ &8 2, (© B2 MASTEROFG.SHRIR0.COM.AU
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THIEE INNER
SANCTUM

BY JASON SEMPLE

t's 10.45pm on 27 February 1998. It's a warm
evening and looks like rain. But I am not worried
about the weather. I am worried about the two
stab wounds I have in my chest and abdomen.
Even though I am pressing my hands on the
wounds, I can feel a river of blood escaping.

[ am in Ultimo, Sydney. I've been in the NSW
Police Force (or Service back then) for exactly two
weeks and [ am lying in the gutter completely sure
of my impending decth.

A courageous police officer, Pete Forsyth, is lying
on top of me, but he is already dead - two fatal

THETEMPO OF A MODERN SNIPER
MEANS JASON SEMPLE NEEDS TO TAKE

A BREAK FROM WRITING - SO WE TAKE
THIS OPPORTUNITY TO REVISIT THE
VERY POWERFUL FIRST INSTALMENT OF
THIS COLUMN TO REMIND OURSELVES
WHAT MAKES THIS SPECIALIST TRADE

SO SPECIAL.AND WE LOOK FORWARD TO
HEARING FROM JASON AGAIN NEXT YEAR.

stab wounds to his heart. But before succumbing,
Pete was in the process of giving me first aid. He
wdas a proper hero to the very end.

Unfortunately, Pete would not be the last mate I
lost in the line of duty, with four more killed in the
years to come.

Thankfully, against all odds, I survived that night.
"Never give up” as they say.

From that night onwards I promised myself I
would take every opportunity to improve in life. I
had to make it count. I owed it to Pete, to myself
and to those who worked so hard to save my life.

Find, like, share at | § [a [ |
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Author Jason Semple with spotter. "We encouraged shooting from all positions. This spot was a nasty uphill

gallery we built deep in the Queensland bush.”

The result, 17 years later, is a life spent in Specialist
Police Tactical Operations in two Australion police
orgamnisations — the NSW Tactical Operations Unit
(TOU) and the AFP’s Operational Response Group
(ORG). In between, I enjoyed a period of private
contracting for companies representing the US DoD
and am currently employed as a specialist advisor/
mentor in the Middle East.

The road I have travelled has been one [ would
not trade for any other. I have met some of the finest
men cnd women in policing and military circles,
as well as certain other agencies closely aligned —
men cnd women who decided their calling was to
protect their countrymen, both domestically and
abroad. Brave men and women, some of whom
paid the ultimate price. Each one had an impact on
who I am today. They are Australions, Americans,
Emiratis, Pommies, Philippinos, Solomon Islanders,
Timorese, Iraqgis, Afghanis, Somalis — all with different
cultural beliefs ond values, but all ciming at the
same collective goal of peace and security.

Whether you serve in the military or police, the
ethos is very much the same. You want to protect
those who cannot protect themselves, domestically
and overseas. You want to bring justice or penalty
against individuals who prey on those who prey on
others.

Subscribe free at www.aussiecombat.com

The methods and delivery of this intent may
ditfer, but the endgame is a shared one. The Green
Beret motto sums it up nicely. De Oppresso Liber’ —
‘To Liberctte from Oppression’.

Over a number of articles I hope to accurately
and informatively share the world of police tactical-
group snipers, and touch on relcted topics.

But [ want to make one thing clear — I am not
special and I do not write these articles to beat my
chest. I write to share with you the work of some
brave, talented and dedicated people. I am merely
one of these guys and would have been ineffective
without my team by my side.

I would like to respectfully show how much the
sniping skillset has evolved, especially over the
past 10 years. There has been a quantum leap in
sniping like never before in history. The leaps we
have seen in ballistic software, our understanding
of the contributing factors of internal and external
ballistics and the equipment at hand is remarkable.

A good sniper now is literally a ballistician and
physics guru. We know exponentially more now
than we did even in the early millennium. It's my
godal to share some insights on that progression.

This quantum leap came about with technology
ond also due to the fact that sniping is a
brotherhood where we as specialists coexist and
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share our knowledge with other snipers to progress
the skillset as a whole. The level of acceptance
and camaraderie between snipers from different
military, police and other agencies creates a
powerful synergy. I intend to share some of this
synergy.

First, let me explain a little about the two PTG
units I worked for and the type of work these
units conduct on a daily basis, to give you some
background on my training and experience.

Even though I did mony deployments overseas
with the AFP, the backlone of my tactical
experience came from constant high-risk policing
with the Tactical Operations Unit, State Protection
Group, NSW Police.

The State Protection Group was established in 1991
to deal with a wide range of extraordinary policing
responses to situations, which are beyond the
scope, or capacity, of police generally. SPG directly
support opercational police in high-risk incidents
such as sieges with a specialist tactical, negotiation,
intelligence and command-support service.

The command also provides support to rescue
and bomb-disposal operations and operations
requiring the services of the Dog Unit.

SPG is also responsible for the delivery and
maintenconce of the Police Service firearms
capability through the Police Armory.

The core responsibilities I had as an operctor in
the TOU SPG were; provide a police tactical group
counter-terrorist-response capability in accordance
with the Australion National Anti-Terrorist Plan;
conduct site appreciation /surveys and tactical
reconnaissance; daily domestic duties including
providing a 24-hour response capability to the
New South Wales Police, in resolving high-risk
incidents across the State; hostage rescue; arrest
of armed and dangerous offenders; protection of
undercover agents/intelligence-agency personnel;
witness protection and escort; high-risk vehicle
intercepts; VIP protection/escorts, counter-asscault
and counter-sniper team; suicide intervention;
high-risk search-warrant assist; escort of high-risk

prisoners; siege resolution; operational support for
major law-enforcement operations; navigation
and specialised rural operctions; hostage survival
and evacudation plans; sniper/counter-sniper duties
including hostage reception duties; and, remote-
area first-aid and casualty evacuation.

As you can see there was a high expectation on
our members to have high skill levels in a number
or arecs. The unit was involved in hundreds of
operations a year, which provided members with
a rich pool of experiences. And we got extensive
fraining in a number of skills and tactics.

After a number of years with the TOU, I resigned
and undertook private contracting work in Irag
training Iraqgi Special Police Commando’s in north
Baghdad until returning to Australia in early 2007.

I returned to undertake duties with the AFP ond
its new tactical unit. There I would ultimately be
responsible for building its sniper team alongside
an ex-SAS member who had also come on bocard.

In 2006 the Australion Federal Police formed a
tactical group that could provide assistance both
domestically and internationally to AFP opercations
and the protection of government assets cnd
personnel abroad. It was initially made up of
current and former members of nearly every police
tactical team across Australia, bringing with them
an awesome cross-section of skills and experience.

This group was called the Opercational Response
Group, and was placed at the disposal of Nctional
AFP investigational teams and the International
Deployment Group (IDG).

The Operational Response Group was AFP's
specialist tactical ond stability policing capability,
able to respond to civil disorder and international
crisis, nationally and internctionally, within 24
hours.

ORG was a police tactical group within National
Counter-Terrorism Committee arrangements,
providing the Commonwealth cn offshore specialist
and tactical policing response capability.

The unit provided similar capabilities to the AFP’s
Specialist Response and Security Team but focused

Find, like, share at | § | @ B =

Rob Maylor, Mike Brookes-Jones, the author Jason Semple and Daniel Keighran VC, in 2015.

on national and international deployments outside
the Australion Capital Territory, where the SRS

had responsibility. ORG was created to enhance
the operational policing capabilities of the AFP’s
International Deployment Group (IDG) operating
predominantly in the Pacific region.

ORG provided the AFP with a specialist tactical
policing capability which included; high-risk
searches, search warrants and arrests; support
to public-order policing; remote rural patrols;
protection of people in high-risk situations; support
members deployed to missions such as RAMSI;
advanced training in specialist weaponry and less-
lethal capabilities; rapid response for containment
of civil disorder and restoration of order; tactical
negotiations, communications and marine-
operations support; remote and covert surveillance;
prison-riot response; and, major civil-disorder
interventions, and capacity building in other
specialist police units overseas (such as Solomon
Islands and Philippines).

My role in ORG was senior sniper in the Marksmaomn
Reconnaisscnce Team (MRT). As I said ecrlier, myself
ond another federal agent (ex-SAS) were tasked
with building this team from scratch. And we built
it all right, with some exceptional men ond the best
wedadpons and equipment money could buy.

Subscribe h’ee at www.aussiecombat.com

I will always be grateful for the support and
foresight of certain senior AFP officers who allowed
us to get on with creating something unique. I will
also be grateful to have worked with teammates
who were genuine innovators and guys I will
always respect and admire.

If we didn't know «a skill, we would hunt down the
most proficient expert and get them to come cnd
frain us. Guys like Glen Roberts of WA TRG in long-
ronge shooting, expert tactical trackers like David
Scott Donelon and a host of others.

Our exponded roles required the use of all the
skillsets we had developed over our careers. We
had an excellent and valued relationship with
Australian Special Forces both from the east cnd
west of Australia. We would not have many of the
skills without that help from our military brothers
ond we will always be grateful ond in their debt.

Our domestic and overseas work required a new
level of tactical application. Fast roping/rappelling
into jungle locations, swim-up assaults through
crocodile- and shark-infested waters, horrendous
jungle stomps, long-term jungle observction posts,
continuous close-target reconnaissance tasks in
hostile and inhospitable environments.

We often found ourselves coming out of jungle
operations and rolling straight into urbon counter-
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AUSTRALIAN CAPABILITY

 Lightweight, fully modular high
precision platforms designed
for use in the field.

e Advanced ergonomics
and recoil mitigation
in all calibres.

» Optimised for
Tikka T3 (all
calibres) or
M700 Long
Actions.
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Counter-terrorisni sn
training in 'the

terrorist and major criminal opercttions in Australia’s I will also write articles on the latest weapons,

capital cities. This required experienced members equipment, ammunition and specific sniper

to make these transitions quickly and effectively. It  training.

also required a level of maturity, as you could be [ will do my best to accurcately portray the work

snecking into a village under NVGs one day, and ond the type of men who actually conducted the

48 hours later you were in the Melbourne CBD on opercttions.

another, highly visible task. I will try to capture the human side as well — the
During later articles I will describe what it was humor, the personal sccrifice, and the pain that

like and some of the ordeals we faced during these  came with both crduous activities and the injuries

operations. I will be restricted on some informcttion we sustained on the job.

due to the Commonwedalth Secrecy Act, but I I look forward to sharing all this with you and for n

will be able to explain some skills and persondail you to get an insight into our world.

experiences. See you in March 2017.
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! ' 42509 (no accessories)

ULTIMATE PRECISION

ACT Firearms Dealer Licence N0010060


https://www.facebook.com/CONTACTmagazine
https://twitter.com/aussiecontact
https://www.pinterest.com/contactmagazine/
https://www.youtube.com/user/contactpublishing
http://www.contactairlandandsea.com
mailto:editor%40militarycontact.com?subject=
http://issuu.com/contactpublishing
http://www.gcpdarms.com

MEET THE NI‘W STANDARD

NIGHT
\’I@I“N N
ﬁ(}{:’{ IJF X

22 ,



By the time INTERFET ramped up in September
1999, Project Ninox had issued the best night
fighting equipment then available to almost the
entire deploying force, something mony allies
had not been able to achieve — not to mention the
groups who had to face our troops.

Sixteen years later, a major new rollout of the
best night-fighting equipment available is again
underway.

A very recent government approval of Project
LAND 53 Phase 1BR - Night Fighting Equipment
Replacement, has enabled the ADF to again take
the lead with cutting-edge night-fighting-equipment
(NFE) technology.

This equipment will enhance the lethality and
situational awareness of ADF combatants and give
them a considerable advantage during the dark
hours on the 24 /7 battlefield.

Minister for Defence Industry Christopher Pyne
said the first tranche of night-fighting equipment
would see our military supplied with new state-of-
the-art night-vision goggles, helmet mounts, head
harnesses and laser aiming devices.

“Contracts worth $307 million have now been
signed with L-3 Oceania, which included the cost
of equipment cnd ongoing support,” Minister Pyne
scid.

“These night-vision goggles will be provided to
Army close combatants, such as special forces and

24

The new night vision goggles (NVGs) manufactured
by L-3 Warrior Systems, is the PVS-31A binocular
NVG with black-and-white phosphor screen, which
offers a significant increase in performance over
legacy NVGs (more detil in the story).

infantry, as well as general combatants, such as
drivers and medics, as well as elements of the Royal
Australian Navy ond Royal Australion Air Force.

"These high-tech goggles are leading-edge and
will give our fighting men cnd women greater
capability in the field.”

Minister for Defence Marise Payne said experience
over the past decade had highlighted the
importonce of night-vision technology in modern
warfare.

“Deployments to Afghanistcm and Irag have
proven the importonce of being able to effectively
fight at night,” Minister Payne said.

"This new equipment will ensure the ADF retains
its night-fighting edge against the enemy - a critical
advontage on the battlefield,” she said.

The new suite of night-fighting equipment includes
new night-vision goggles, two types of laser
devices, a mounting bracket and a head harness.

The key element of the night-fighting suite of
equipment is, of course, the night-vision goggles.

Find, like, share at [] [ b © W) (=
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Laser aiming, illuminating
device (LAID), right, is
another L-3 Warrior Systems
product — the PEQ-16B with
visible laser, infra-red laser,
infra-red illuminator and
visible illuminator/torch.
The laser will enable both
low-power (class 1) and
high-power (class 3B) laser
for training and operational
environments.

A laser aiming, illuminating
and ranging device (LAIRD),
right, is the L-3 Warrior
Systems Squad Rangefinder
(SRF) with visible laser,
infra-red laser, infra-red
illuminator and laser range
finder. This range finder will
be able to accurately provide
range data to targets at
distances exceeding 1000m
(ADF figure) or out to 3000m
according to L-3 Warrior
Systems. This device also
offers both low-power (class
1) and high-power (class
3B) laser output to permit
employment in training and
operational environments.
L-3 Warrior Systems says
this new devices offers
significant savings in

size, weight and power
consumption over previous
units.

Subscribe free at www.aussiecombat.com
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The new system employs the binocular PVS-31A
with a black-and-white phosphor image.

It is a compact, lightweight, third-generation
binocular that offers superior situational awareness
compoared to a single-tube monocular.

At just 356g, the new NVG is 35 per cent lighter
than legacy binoculars and not a lot more than
recent monocular devices.

Binocular systems provide stereoscopic vision,
enhancing depth perception for the combatont, and
provide significont detection increases under typical

conditions.

However, a unique feature of the PVS-31A is that - . .
o T L AT o S B YR T S Get your replica medals, ribbon bars, clasps, accessories and medal
N g agin g eihgibe Ieitor mounting at Military Shop. Best quality replica medals and top quality

right optic into the stowed position as desired. When
stowed, the unused optic automatically shuts down.

An advantage of this is that it offers a level of
redundancy in the case one optic malfunctions or is
domaged.

NVGs are often worn on soldiers’ helmets
throughout a mission, even in daylight hours, ready
to use in buildings, tunnels ond so on, or to elimincite
the need for mounting when night comes. As such,
however, they can cause a snag hazard. So, having
the goggles fold much flatter against the helmet
when not in use is another significont advantage.

The PVS-31 family actually comes in the now

court mounting service with a 100% money back quality guaranteed.

$50.00 | $100.00 | $150.00 | $200.00 | $250.00 | $300.00 | $350.00 | $400.00 | $450.00 | $500.00

To view our full range of medals and accessories visit www.militaryshop.com.au/medals

‘traditional’ green image or in black and white. The NVG mount is the Wilcox G24. There will also =T Beautiful jarrah medal box laser
Australia opted for the black and white PVS-31A be a soft head harness that will integrate with the engraved with your Service Insignia for
because the image is more natural, with superior Wilcox G24 mount and NVG. only $45.00 when placing an order for
contrast detdil in shapes and shadows and has better — y ) P g_

depth perception. TAB DATA our quality mounted replica medals.

Gain or brightness of the image can be adjusted
by a simple rotcrtion of the on/off switch, which is
centrally located and is ecsy 1o use, even while
wearing gloves.

PVS-31A con run off a single AA battery in the
goggles themselves or via a longer-lasting remote

Manufacturer: L-3 Warrior Systems
Dimensions: 107mm x 107mm x 86mm
Weight: 3569

Magnification:  1X

Field of view: 40 degrees

Focus: 45¢cm to infinity
]l?rol[t Y p?ck] rx;[ountedton lt e l?chioir?l € hetllmet. f Power: One AA battery internal or four AAs remote
T o R e N Battery life: Up to 15 hours single battery or up to 50
the goggles but also serves to counterbalance their hours with remote batteries
welght. : f . Waterproof: 20m for 2 hours
Delivery of the new equipment will occur in yearly Finish: N T

batches, out to 2022. _
Maintenance support will be provided in Australia —

by L-3 Warrior Systems subsidiary L-3 Oceamnia. Key features of LAND 53 Phase 1BR:
1RAR aond the School of Infentry will be the first to

receive the equipment, to round out the LAND 125- . : : e U

3C Night Fighting Equipment previously delivered Lr::i;r: :rc\)/r; g uaezf)rc);a;ge finding capabilty to individual and

LA f[he EF88. : A * Integrated torch and infra-red illuminator on the laser. at the ChECkOUt
PI?’]eCt LAND 53 Fhase 1,BR = Night Fighting + Low- and high-power laser modes to optimise safe training

Equipment Replacement is not the end of the road for and operational employment.

investment in this field, however. ;
' + Lasers attach to standard Is (NATO 4694 and
Defence has a $2billion fully funded ‘Night Fighting asers aftach o standard weapon rails an

+ Lighter, better, night-vision equipment.

: , ; : : Picatinny 1913).
R oo e o + Requires no specific NVG driver kits. - fe ) EVERYTHING MILITARY
S 111G g eqlu.lp. CRLPYE B - « Interface permits component upgrades without system I FRONT + CENTRE
help ADF combatants maintain cn edge on the TR, L]

battlefield - even in the dark.
26 Find, like, share at [[] 7Y b &
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Behind the ADF’s successful adaptation to the
extraordinarily high operational tempo of the past
decade has been the continuing work of Joint
Logistics Commaond, the ADF's tri-service logistics
maonager. At the front-line of much of this activity
has been Joint Logistics Unit — West (JLU-West),
one of seven such units located at strategic points
around the country. Operating out of Guildford's
Palmer Barracks and HMAS Stirling, JLU-West
has played a vital role in supplying, storing and
maintaining military equipment, both for everyday
operdations and every conceivable contingency.
"It's hard to describe the complexity,” explained the
unit's commander, Commander Seon Noble of the
Royal Australion Navy. "We have everything out
here, from parts for submarines, to propellers and
anchors from ships, wecpons and parts of weapons,
night vision goggles, aiming devices, generators,
outboard motors, vehicles and parts of aircraft.
Anything that Australia owns and operates.”
While WA has long had its own logistics units
meeting the needs of the individual services,
such as the Army’s Perth Logistics Battalion, it is
only relatively recently that the focus has shifted
to providing a tri-service capability, situcted
within on integrated national network. All ADF
units are now supported by a geographically
proximate Joint Logistics Unit or business unit,
which provide warehousing ond distribution,
maintenonce and materiel monagement,
explosive ordnance and military retail
clothing capability. Deployed units are
supported by operations cells, which
redirect supplies and maintain
caches of specialised equipment for
anticipated scenarios.
At present around 140 personnel
are assigned to this task as part
of Joint Logistics Unit-West.
Reflecting the wider trend
towcards the privatisation of
support roles in Defence, 80
of the unit’s total personnel
are contractors, with
the rest of the unit
comprised of public-
service personnel
and uniformed
militory members.
These contractors
work for a
number

By Serge DeSilva-Ranasinghe
and Mitchell Sutton
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of different compamnies, including; LINFOX,

which is tasked with warehouse and distribution;
Broadspectrum (formerly Transfield), which is
responsible for lond-materiel maintenance; and,
Serco-Sodexho, which runs the ADF's clothing stores.

As the JLU charged with supporting all ADF
activities in Western Australia, the responsibilities
of JLU-West are significant. Around half of the
Navy's fleet is based at HMAS Stirling, including
all Collins-class submarines, Anzac-class frigates
and the oiler HMAS Sirius. The RAAF and Army
presence is also significant. RAAF Base Pearce’s 2
Flight Training School and No.79 Squadron operate
PC-9/A and Hawk-127 training aircraft, while the
Army maintains a diverse numlber of units with a
wide ronge of needs, from the Special Air Service
Regiment to specidalised regional force surveillonce
units. All of the equipment requirements for those
units are met by JLU-West.

“We are primarily focused on the second tier of
delivery, so right behind the customer,” explained
Commamnder Noble.

"The first tier of support is what's embedded in
the unit, which is what you intend to consume
during the conduct of your mission. Second tier is
equipment you might need quickly, but you don't
need to carry with you cnd we push it forward as
you require it. Tier three is what we keep at our
contracted maonaged warehouse. We don't call that
forward until we actually need it, so warehousing
and distribution will be managed by a third-party
contractor. The fourth line is international support in
theatre.”

In order to manage such a large task, the size
of the unit’s stores and associated infrastructure is
considerable. The majority of JLU-West's activities
and personnel are based at Palmer Barracks in
Guildford, with around half the unit currently
located there. It is primarily used for maintenomce
and the storage of Army and Air Force equipment,
physically large items, mission-specific caches
and specialised equipment that is unlikely to be
needed at short notice. A smaller site at HMAS
Stirling is used for naval stores, though it lacks the
maintencnce facilities of its larger counterpart. A
clothing store at RAAF Base Pearce (Bullsbrook)
and onother at Irwin Barracks (Karrakatta) also fall
under the unit's remit.

A feature of JLU-West is its armoury. It includes
a weapons-test firing facility, which allows the
measurement of weapon velocities and accuracy
for maintencmce purposes.
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"The reason for the armoury is not to meet
specific needs, but rather for geographic dispersion
purposes,” Commander Noble explained.

Maintenance activities also form a significont
element of activity at the site. Palmer maintains
a vehicle pool of around 700 vehicles, including
Mercedes G-Wagon, Land Rovers, Unimogs, trucks,
bulldozers, graders, trailers, water tankers and their
add-ons. These are organised into a loan pool, with
vehicles to be accessed as needed. Other equipment
maintained includes radios and weapons up to and
including .50 calibre machine guns.

"Our fleet managers are responsible for
maintenance tasks. We ensure the heavy depot
level maintenance is pooled and scheduled in such
a way that units can still meet their operational
need as we cycle equipment through for major
servicing,” Commander Noble said.

"The aim is to maintain the value and usability of
our fleets across Western Australia.”

Beyond the storage and mcaintenance of
equipment, JLU-West is clso responsible for regional
explosive ordnance services. Whilst WA Police cre
charged with Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD)
tasks of a civilion nature, JLU-West will intervene if
military munitions are involved. It also collects and
disposes of unexploded ordnance in the possession
of local police in rural areas several times a yedr.
Around eight personnel are involved in EOD efforts,
providing an on-call 24-hour service. They care
equipped with bomb-disposal equipment, including
response vehicles, robots and X-ray machines.

"The police would contact the EO team at least
twice a week,” Commander Nobel said.

"The tasks could range from an old World War 11
grenade found during a drug bust, or a washed-up
bit of old military ordnance. Recently there was a

fisherman in Applecross who threw his net out and
pulled up a grenade. It happens.”

JLU-West's involvement in operctions over the past
decade has been heavy, due both to the general
increase in deployment frequency and its unique
geographical position. This has included providing
logistics support for operations occurring in the
Middle East Area of Operations (MEAO).

"The role of JLU-West in supporting the MEAO
is significant, and we deal with lond, sea and air
requirements. You get various aircraft tromsiting
through Pecarce, so ordnance and maintenonce
requirements can be large,” Commander Noble scid.

"Much of this activity has demonstrated the
integrated nature of Joint Logistics Command, with
JLU-West playing a smdall role in the larger national
supply network.

“"When units in the Middle East require something,
it will be pulled from one of the seven JLUs,
consolidated and freighted forwcard to the Middle
East. The shipping is all opportunity based. So, if
there’s a ship coming through Perth on its way
to the Middle East, and it's a big, bulky item, the
fastest way of getting it there will be putting it on
that ship, out of Perth.”

Other deployments have been closer to home.
The multinational aerial efforts during the early
phases of the MH370 search demonstrated the unit's
ability to respond at short notice. During March
2014, maritime patrol aircraft from New Zealand,
China, the US, Japan and South Korea operated
concurrently with the RAAF out of Pearce, posing
a wide variety of logistics challenges. JLU-West
proved equal to these challenges.

“Everything had logistics implications — where
people stay, how we feed them, how we get fuel to
their aircraft, how we maintain the aircraft.”

f»7PHRREX

35

BoAries

R
-

‘W

.
Y S
) . :
‘ \ b

-
-

A more frequent and predictable occurrence
has been the need to support the government’s
response to natural disasters under Defence Aid
to the Civil Community provisions, with JLU-West
recently mobilised to support fire-fighting efforts.

“To support all the fire fighters who came in from
interstate, we built accommodation camps, and all
of the stores to support that effort came out of the
cache we have at Palmer,” Commamcer Noble said.

Increased operational tempo has resulted in a
number of improvements in the way logistics units
operate. "The big improvements are, firstly, what
we warehouse, and secondly, the increase in our
ability to send equipment around the planet. Forces
no longer need to take absolutely everything with
them, which was a huge expense. They'll take
what they need, and then when it breaks, we'll
repair it and have that shipped in behind them.

We can move anything around the world within a
couple of days at the very least. So, the whole way
of thinking about how you deploy gets reshaped,
because you know you've got that reach-back.”

Despite these improvements, JLU-West continues
to face a unique set of challenges. These primarily
concern the unique nature of military stores and the
need to maintain equipment for a wide ronge of
contingencies. The first issue faced is that of security,
which con often complicate the maintenance and
disposal process.

"Even damaged, broken bits of communiccrtions
equipment can still pose an intelligence risk if they
fall into the wrong honds,” Commander Noble scid.

Similar difficulties surround the need to maintain
the electronic ‘Blue Force Tracker' components for

vehicles, which allow battlefield commanders to
track the position of his own ond allied forces via
GPS, and to help distinguish friend from foe.

A third difficulty faced is that of size — military
equipment is often much heavier than its civilion
counterparts, which in turn requires specialised
tools for handling.

“We can't just have a normal winch, for instance.
It has to be a heavy-duty winch which is going to
be able to pull several tons of vehicle.”

A second lot of challenges emerge from the need
to maintain a variety of specialised caches in order
to equip the three services at short notice for a
variety of potential scenarios.

“The services work 24/7 in any terrain or
environment, so our caches have to reflect that,”
Commamnder Noble said.

This effort involves constant quality monitoring
and turnover of stores by JLU-West staff to
guarcntee the reliability of the cache contents.

"It's not just a matter of them containing some
consumable parts, like batteries, food or rubber that
will deteriorate over time. It needs to be rotated and
certified fit for use at immediate notice.”

Whatever the contingencies the ADF may face
in the future, and however much equipment may
change, JLU-West will continue to play a pivotal
role in enabling the activities of all three Defence
services in Western Australia and overseds.

Serge DeSilva-Ranasinghe is a security analyst, defence
writer and consultant. Mitchell Sutton is a security
analyst and defence writer.
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LUNG TAN AWARDS

THE LONGEST BATTLE FINALLY WUN
ARE YOU AN AUSTRALIAN EX DEFENCE MEMBER
LOOKING FOR A NEW CAREER OPPORTUNITY?

More than 5,000 ADF personnel were discharged in the last year.
The Agri Veterans program is helping them secure jobs where their skill sets are
transferable and much needed by rural employers.
IR rx\x-

Williom Roche, Noel Grimes, Frank Alcorta, Lieutenant Colonel Harry Smith (Retd), Geoffrey Peters,
Ian Campbell, Neil Bextrum and Colonel Francis Roberts (Retd). Photo by Sergeant Janine Fabre.,

Ten Vietnam Veterans of the
Battle of Long Tan were finally
awarded military honours on 8
November during a ceremony cit
Government House in Canberra.
Medals for Gallantry were
awarded to Lieutenont Adrion
Roberts, Sergeant Frank Alcorta
and Lance Corporal Borry
Magnussen (decedased).
Commendations for Gallantry
were awarded to Second
Lieutenaont Gordon Sharp
(deceased), and Privates Neil
Bextrum, Ron Brett (deceased),
Ion Campbell, William Roche,
Geoffrey Peters and Noel Grimes.
Governor-General Sir Peter
Cosgrove invested the soldiers
at the ceremony at Government
House — more than 50 yecrs
after what has become one of
Australia’s most famous battles.
The Battle of Long Tan took
place on 18 August 1966.
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It was the most costly single
battle fought by Australion
soldiers in the Vietnam War,
involving 105 Australions cnd
three New Zealanders from D
Company 6RAR, and more than
2000 enemy troops.

A total of 17 Australicns were
killed in action and 25 were
wounded, one of whom later died
from his wounds.

D Company were greatly
assisted by an ammunition
resupply by RAAF helicopters,
close fire support from New
Zealand's 161 Field Battery,
with additional artillery support
from the Australiom task force at
Nui Dat and the arrival of APC
reinforcements as night fell.

Now, finally, after 50 years
of another kind of battling,
Lieutenant Colonel Harry Smith
(Retd) and his men have been
formally recognised.

Mr Smith lobbied for years
on behalf of his men, leading
eventually to a Defence Honours
and Awcards Appeals Tribunal
recommending the new awards
earlier this year.

The Tribunal did not, however,
recommend a Victoria Cross for
the late Warrant Officer Class
2 Jack Kirby. The Tribunal
decreed that the Distinguished
Conduct Medal awarded to
WO2 Kirby in 1966 was, “the
appropricte award to recognise
[his] distinguished conduct and
leadership in the field during the
Battle.”

While not completely happy
with the outcome, Mr Smith,
now 82, scid, "It's time for this old
soldier and [my] men to put the
battle behind us”.

The Tribunal’s findings on this
matter are published online at
defence-honours-tribunal. gov au
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ARE YOU READY?

WHAT TO DO NEXT?

Follow us on Facebook to keep up to date with available jobs.
www.facebook.com/AgriVeterans

To discuss a role that might best suit you, please call Agri Labour Australia
on 1300 247 823
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BY SAMUEL VINICOMBIZ

For two weeks in September, unbeknownst to most
Western Australions, a life-ond-death droma was
playing out off their shores. As the people of Perth
carried out their day-to-day business, 60 lives were
at stake — HMAS Dechaineaux, a Collins-class
submcarine based out of Fleet Base West, had run
aground, deep below the waves. Immobilised on
the sea-bed, it was only a matter of time before
their oxygen ran out. As time ticked, a glimmer

of hope appeared on the horizon — Marine Vessels
Besant and Stoker, resplendent in red and white,
were bearing down, full steam ahead. Rescue was
imminent.

Fortunately for all involved, the grounding cnd
rescue mission were all part of Exercise Black
Carillon 16 — an cnnual shakeout designed to test
the Royal Australion Navy's submarine escape and
rescue capability to the limits.

Exercise Black Carillon is cn invaluable
opportunity for the crews of the submarine and
rescue vessels to put their training to the test.

This year's exercise coincided with the Asia-Pacific
Submarine Conference and, for the first time, used
both rescue vessels working in concert.

I first set eyes on the pride of the Navy's submarine
rescue capability on a chilly, windswept evening at
the Fremamtle wharf. Larger tham life, high bowed
and with a pcint scheme reminiscent of the Polish
flag, Besant ond Stoker were hard to miss.

They had just recently returned from Exercise
Black Carillon, their incugural training exercise
together.
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Above: Simulated casualty volunteers enter the LR5 Submarine Rescue Vessel before being transferred to HMAS Dechaineux below the waves,
during Exercise Black Carillon 16. Left: Diver Brent Dyhrberg unhooks the winch cable to the LR5, releasing it from MV Stoker, before a docking

evolution with HMAS Dechaineux.

As we toured Stoker, the ingenuity, technological
advancement and practicality of the ships became

apparent. World-class escape and rescue platforms,

they are the only paired ships of their kind in
existence, and are unique in their separate but
complementary roles and cbilities.

MYV Besant, at 83 metres, is the initial response-
intervention or escape-gear ship (ESG), capable of
mobilising and deploying in under 20 hours.

Nomed after the captain of the ill-fated AE1, the
first RAN submarine lost at sea, Besamt is just a year
old and, together with Stoker, replaced the ageing
Sechorse Standard, the previous submearine rescue
capability vessel.

As an ESG, Besant's primary role is rapid response,

capable of embarking a side-scan sonar cnd
the SCORPIO SC45 remotely-operated vehicle to
conduct surveys, damage assessment and debris
removal from around a disabled submarine.
Besant's capabilities extend to deploying
transponders for the LR5 rescue vehicle tracking
system, as well as carrying decompression
chambers. These chambers enable Besant to act in
a first-respondent-support role if the crew elected
to escape rather than be rescued from the stricken
submarine.

Subscribe free at www.aussiecombat.com

All photos by Leading Seaman Bradley Darvill.

MYV Stoker is the larger of the two vessels at 93
metres and is the primary rescue-gear ship (RGS).

Ncmed after Lieutenant Henry Stoker, the
Commamnding Officer of the more successful AE2,
Stoker entered into service six months ago. It is
differentiated from other submarine rescue vessels
in its ability to deploy the LR5 off its stern.

The remainder of the deck is used to facilitate
the on-board hyperbaric treatment facilities.

These two 36-man hyperbaric chambers allow for
the decompression and treatment of the rescued
submariners.

With a crew of 20 on-board during operations and
up to 80 additional naval statf, Stoker can deploy
in less than 36 hours cnd has a ronge of up to 5000
nautical miles.

The highlight of the system is the futuristic-
looking James Fisher Submarine Rescue System
submersible, LRS5.

The submersible is capable of carrying the
payload equivalent of a Ford Falcon, around
1200kg, and can opercate hand-like manipulators. It
also has a flood-lighting capability so that the vessel
can operate in the pitch-black depths.

During Exercise Black Carillon 16, LR5 successfully
conducted numerous dives to the ‘incapacitated’
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Dechaineaux. Each dive took up to two hours and
consisted of LR5 locating the disabled submarine,
aligning ond mating with the sealed pressure locks
, then tromsferring personnel into the pressurised
rescue chamber, before returning to the surface to
framster them to the hyperbaric treatment facilities
on-board Stoker.

My tour of Stoker provided a comprehensive
explcnation of the intricacies of the operations.

Operated and maintcined by Serco Defence, the
ships are government owned and work closely with
the RAN Submarine Service.

One of the stondout features is the rescue systems’
flexibility — "It com go cmywhere in the world,” the
Serco representative said. “We're a global rescue
service. This [system] is the most portable in the
world - 17 truckloads, 300 tonnes of gear”.

W ..o
®Clearance Diving Officer Lieutenant

ati alker takes reading from the &
ion chamber on M\_{_Sl"ek{?n

Ker.

Exercise Black Carillon 16 recrected a realistic
rescue operation, replete with a full medical tecm
of the Navy's underwater medical specialists
performing lifesaving medical techniques designed
to mitigate or respond to decompression sickness,
commonly known as ‘the bends'.

Commodore Peter Scott, Director General
Submarines, emphasised the importonce of medical
support in rescue operations.

"We wouldn't rely solely on our own capacity,”
Commodore Scott said.

*"We'd be drawing on some of the local hospitals,
who were dlso involved in the exercise.”

The importance of inter-operability, not only
within the medical field but internationally, was
reiterated by Captain Matt Buckley, Commander
Submarine Force.

e Vessel for transfer to HMAS

Dechaingux in Cockburn Sound, WA. —
Find, like, share at | f | @ ) =4

“The lessons of submarine rescue cross
international borders, and knowledge shared in
this crea will only improve capabilities,” Captain
Buckley said.

Commodore Scott emphasised the importcnce of
shared knowledge cnd experience of submarine
escape and rescue capabilities between regional
partners.

He explained that while “submarines... rely on
stealth and protection of capalilities... escape and
rescue is a much more humanitarion mission”,
and the Royal Australion Navy is “very open and
frusting in our region” in this regard.

Coinciding with the culmination of the exercise,
the Asia-Pacific Submarine Conference was
hosted in Fremantle, bringing together leaders
from submarine-operating navies to discuss issues

BESANT

Dechaineux manoeuvres past MV
Before sinking in Cockburn Sound
ercise Black Carillon 2016.
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[R5 ‘debhf‘lc:lrine Rescue Vessel is
the work deck of MV Stoker.

M

on submarine survivability, escape, and inter-
opercability of rescue assets.

Representatives attending from our region
included China, Indic, Indonesia and Singapore,
as well as from as far afield as Framce, Germany,
Conada cnd the US.

Exercise Black Carillon 16 concluded a success,
demonstrating the combined effectiveness of the
ships in their separate roles.

Operating in an increasingly diverse cnd
complicated environment, this first-class training
provided confidence for all involved.

Whether viewed as an expensive insurance policy
or as a world-class investment, MVs Besant and
Stoker are set to form an integral part of the Royal
Australion Navy's submarine capability for yecars to
come.

The Author, Samuel Vinicombe, is a security analyst
and defence correspondent based in Perth, WA
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At a traffic control point into Camp Baxter with Lieutenant

Megan Pate, Charlie Company, 1MP Battalion, and
Corporal Cassie Radunz, Military Police Dog Element,
Ocakey, Queensiand.

Captain Mascall-Dare: Tell us about your role here on the
exercise

Lieutenant Pate: Our role is in ‘white force’ [performing real-
world tasks, independent of exercise scenarios]. We look at
the traffic moving around on the civilicm roads, external

to the training areaq, just to make sure that the traffic flow is
going well. We're a safety mechanism.

Captain Mascall-Dare: What kind of training have you
received in order to perform that role?

Lieutenant Pate: Initially, as a general service officer, 1
went through five stages of training, in residential blocks.
That included Kapooka cnd RMC Duntroon. From there, 1
was posted to military police and I did the service police
officer basic course and that was four months up at
Holsworthy, with the School of Policing, which gives you an
understanding of all the capabilities and roles that we do
as military police.

Exercise Hamel is a major Army exercise designed to develop, confirm, and evaluate
the foundation war fighting skills of a brigade.

In 2016, it was Darwin'’s 1st Brigade that was tested to ensure they are ready for
potential future deployments that could include anything from humanitarian-assistance
missions through to high-tempo war-fighting operations.

Exercise Hamel, which takes its name from a battle fought in France in 1918, took place
around Port Augusta, Port Pirie, Whyalla and the Cultana training area in June and July.

We published an exercise report in the last issue of CONTACT.

This time we're taking another look at the exercise - and the Army more broadly -from
the differing perspectives of exercise participants.

This report is compiled from interviews conducted by Captain Sharon Mascall-Dare
for the Australian Army Training and Doctrine podcast
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Captain Mascall-Dare: You mentioned you're an
army reservist, so what do you do in your civilion
life?

Lieutenaont Pate: I'm actually a forensic scientist.
At the moment, I'm doing some work with the
Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine in cn
anthropology role. Just setting up their skeletal
remains collection. That sort of ties in with my
studies with the military policing role — obviously
with the forensic elements of investigations.

Captain Mascall-Dare: How does that cross over —
you mention there’s a bit of similarity?

Lieutenant Pate: Military police can be called on
to do the more complex and serious investigations.
They actually have some forensic training, ond if
there is any event that requires investigation that's
complex within Australia, or anything happens
overseds in a deployed environment, theyre sent
along to investigate. They can cordon off the crime
scene and collect evidence. That ties in, obviously,
with the forensics that I do. But that's just one
element of what we do as military police.

Captain Mascall-Dare: Do you find then that you're
frequently using your training from your civilion
work in forensic science, in your work in the military
police, in the Australion Army?

Lieutenaont Pate: Yech, paItlculo:rly in
investigation role. I did a bit of tr
o months at the School of Pollcmg
s over quite a bit with the cri
anding how the evidence ch
they process the evidence d
e investigation.

all-Dare: For your personal and
evelopment then, what do you expect
exercise such as Exercise Hamel?

e: We're doing a white-force role
ly good just to get that perspective.
e first Hamel I've been involved wi

and just understonding how it all works. I've been
quite lucky being able to see how it works at the top
level. We have the commanders’ update briefs each
morning, so being able to be there ond listen to
how all the different elements, all the different units
culminating in on exercise that everyone'’s involved
with, defence wide.

Captain Mascall-Dare: You talk cbout the fact
youre involved in a white force role, in your current
position here, at Exercise Hamel, but how did the
military police as a whole, fit into the exercise?

Lieutenont Pate: We have dudl roles here as
militory police. In the white force role, we're doing
security and fraffic management of the area.

We also have policing roles in the DPU, which is
Domestic Policing Unit. That's cnother group within
our corps, ond theyTe doing a lot of security and
minor crimes — just general-duties-policing kind of
role. We also have teams that are in the box, so to
spedk, and theyre part of blue force — part of the
exercise in the training scenarios and doing what
they would do out in the field.

Captain Mascall-Dare: Corporal Cassie Radunz,
what kind of role have you been performing here
at Hamel?

Corporal Radunz: I'm here as a Military Police Dog
Element section commamnder. I provide overall
command to my team of six MPDs in play within
Exercise Hamel.

tain Mascall-Dare: What do the dogs do?
rporal Radunz: The military police dogs are

ently trained in helping provide a search and
apprehension role on humans. They are able to

s £8 e N ORI
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provide tracking ond off-lead search capability,
with the intent that they aid in the apprehension of
non-lethal perpetrators.

Captain Mascall-Dare: I'm assuming you must be a
dog person then - you must like working with dogs
to do the job you're doing here.

Corporal Radunz: Definitely. They're much easier to
work with than humans. They love you better, they
don't answer back and they seem to do as they're
told on 90% of the occasions.

Captain Mascall-Dare: How important is it for
militory police to have that dog capability?

Corporal Radunz: I think it's very importont because
the dogs give us non-lethal use-of-force options to
apprehend someone, instead of resorting to high-
end or lethal force options when its not necessarily
needed.

Captain Mascall-Dare: What kind of training have
you received in order to work with dogs, in the
militory place?

Corporal Radunz: Handlers go through a three-
month basic military-working-dog course in
Amberley, under the RAAF overarching stream.
Once they've completed that course, they come

Subscribe free at www.aussiecombat.com

back to the Military Police Dog Element in Oakey
where we conduct a two-week in-field phase, just
to consolidate their skills. From there, they work
closely with their section commaonder amd platoon
sergeant in order to continue that training and
certify their dogs within a 12-month period.

Captain Mascall-Dare: Give us some examples of
the kinds of things you've been doing here — how
that's involved your dog handling skills?

Corporal Radunz: The handlers have been
specifically involved in a lot of the neo opercitions
located down in Whydlla. Also providing the
brigade commander, 1 Brigade, with a tac party.
We provide a capability to him in order to provide
that extra security and early warning, especiclly ot
night. We can stake them out within o position so
we can get an early warning if enemy are rying to
infiltrate the area. Also, especially with public-order
monagement — that is, controlling rowdy crowcdls
and potentially even just de-escalating o situcition
before it gets out of control.

Captain Mascall-Dare: What has been the
advantage of being part of an exercise like this,
in terms of your own personal and professioncil
development?
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Corporal Radunz: I think for myself it's getting om
understanding of how the bigger picture works.
Getting exposure to all the different asset:
dogs too. We bring them down here sc
exposed. to all the different assets t

Jdoes provide a little big of friction,
0 adapt to that, noting that the
ays see that person as a friendly

Mascall-Dare: From what youre seeing on
se Hamel, whait do you think the dogs get out

al Radunz: They get to experience a different
e hich is very, very different to

et to experience being around

people, wearing different

i ferent sounds and smells

m opportunity to get used to different

ts. Getting used to working with cnd

ch a large number of people cids in their

0. They begin to feel more confident

erform their job no matter what their

experience, to get out h !
ills I've been traini

inor surgery, so I'll
back into the field.

g at home. She was
ecar, due to medical
r my wing and she

With Lieutenant Colonel Ruth Perry, Commanding
Officer and Chief Instructor at the Army School of
Logistic Operations.

Captain Mascall-Dare: So tell us first, what's your
role here on Exercise Hamel?

Lieutenant Colonel Perry: I'm currently a visitor and

I see it as my role to observe what is going on on
exercise Hamel in terms of the current practices in
combat service support and logistics and how we
can take that back into the training school and
maybe implement it if it's a good idea or use it as a
learning point at the school.

Captain Mascall-Dare: How would you describe
logistics

Lieutenant Colonel Perry: Logistics is about
providing the maintenance, supply, distribution
ond health assets that are essential for sustaining
combat power, enabling strategic and operational
reach and providing the crmy forces with
endurance.

Captain Mascall-Dare: What does that meaon in
practice? What kind of jobs does that entail?

Lieutenant Colonel Perry: Well we've got
maintainers who make sure they repair and fix
our equipment, we have supply operators who
make sure we have the endurance to sustain
what we're doing in the field and on operations,
we have transport operators who are in charge
of distribution, ond heclth operators to make sure
that the humans are fixed and ready to go and
sustained in an operational context.

Captain Mascall-Dare: For people outside of Army,
is it just a case of being able to work out cmount of

fuel, amount of ammunition, amount of rations, or is

it more complicated than thart?

Lieutenant Colonel Perry: That's basically it in a
nutshell. In terms of logistic planning we work out
the fuel, the people, what health assets we need
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and how we are going to repair equipment and
capability to make sure it keeps on going.
Captain Mascall-Dare: For you then coming as a
visitor to exercise Hamel, what do you hope to get
out of being here?

Lieutenant Colonel Perry: Well, I've had a great
opportunity during this exercise. It's given me

the ability to be able to observe new concepts

and practices in combat service support. It's clso
given me an opportunity to think albout how we're
preparing individuals through our courses and how
we can improve things so that they can perform
their roles and responsibilities within logistics and
combat service support.

Captain Mascall-Dare: What's your verdict — do you
have ideas to go back with?

Lieutenant Colonel Perry: I have plentJof ideas -
but it's all about the resources. So we've got hew
ideas and we're forever trying to evolve and keep
up with the current practices within the wider
army. We're moving at such a rapid rate, training
redlly needs to keep up as well, and this is a reall
big challenge, but I think we'e fit for k. It
provides us with cn opportunity to
doctrine is up to speed and also
need to change or if we can just
doctrine and look at how we can

Captain Mascall-Dare: You men
there's some new practices that
here that may affect the training
Can you give us an example?

Lieutenant Colonel Perry: Well, it’
new, but, how do we communi
we sustain better, do we group thi
terms of our assets or do we separ
it comes down to the task at hand
beauty about logistics — is our work fle
to be able to adapt to what a comman
and produce a capability that sustains
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Captain Mascall-Dare: In the course
so far, what changes have you noti
delivery of logistics, and how are

to evolve in the future?

Lieutenant Colonel Perr:
has changed. It's fund
nciples are the
le and we

ove forward and actually be an asset to the
miscition they are a part of?

gin Mascall-Dare: In your view, what is the
of an exercise such as Homel, given the sheer
d scale? We're talking about 9000 people
mber of nationalities here.
Perry: Well the value is bringing
ery rarely do we get the
ome together from the various
y and to test out how we operate. We
etty well on a unit level ond we can
y well on the brigade level - but then
at fit within the whole scheme of things
an we do things better? This is the great
'e hawve, to be able to test how we are
in the future.
ention technology -
S?
nology in logistics is
ications, in terms
ove our processes to
gile. This is a constont
P up to a challenge.
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In the Exercise Control Joint Operations Centre with
Major Derek Hales, lead effects planner for Exercise
Hamel.

Captain Mascall-Dare: First of all, what do we
mean by the word effects?

Major Hales: Probably the best way to describe

it is that we are actually operating out there in

the real world, around towns like Wydalla and

Iron Knob and we have to deconflict the fictitious
scenario from what's actually happening there.
That's one aspect of it. The other aspect is thart
we've got certain training outcomes we hope to
achieve from Exercise Hamel this year. And it's the
implementation of certain effects — which is where
we get the word from - to achieve those training
outcomes. It's also things like, I've got to generate a
mayor and a police chief and ‘what’s the hospital
like down in Wyalla?. Now we could actually

call the hospital down in Wydadlla and they'd go,
‘what on earth are you talking about?’. So I have to
generate a lead doctor for that.

We try to have an eternally consistont scenario,
beccause the exercise works off a number of
different levels. You've got the tactical battlespace —
units mcmoeuvering out in the field, frying to decide
how best to get around that hill for example — and
they need to have redlistic injects, which replicate
the friction that you get in a real environment —
like, oops, there's a village in the way, what do

we do about it? You've also got the higher-level
government-to-government talks, for example, and
the host government is trying to get their troops into
the fight — which, of course they would.

So, in this particular scenario, we're here defending
the territory of East Cultania, we need to genercte
that group of people we would redlistically be
working with in the reoccupdation of their territory.

Captain Mascall-Dare: It sounds like what
you're describing is about realism. Is that a fcrir
description?

Major Hales: Yes it is. In full-spectrum operations
and exercises and things like that, if we are going
to expect people to go out there into the real world
and do something, we need to make the training as
realistic as possible. Things like NGOs for instance.
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It's a feature of modern warfare that we operate

in the human environment ond so we can't just

have an open field and a temk battle — as much as
I'd love that, because I have an Armoured Corps
background. At the headquarters level there actually
has to be layers on the scencrio to make sure we are
not destroying the people we cre here to scve.

Captain Mascall-Dare: How then do you genercite
those different types of effects if you don't physically
have them? Do you use simulation, for example.

Major Hales: This exercise is the first time we've
gotten into the whole constructed-versus-live
battlespace. The answer is going to be yes and
yves, by the way. This year's Hamel is the first time
it's been in the divisional construct — so we‘ve got 1
Brigade, operating in the live space in the vicinity
of the Cultona Training Area. Then we've also got
the headquarters of 3 Brigade - so there's the real 3
Brigade with my old boss Brigadier F;il in charge
of it just sitting up the hill from here i >
are basically in charge of a whole' |

on a computer simulctor. And the

US brigade - the 3rd of the 25th — s¢

headquarters are controlling a who

And on the other side you've got

and one live brigade - being 7 Briga

OPFOR [opposing force]. So, cmnswetir

ves, there is a huge component of it that

a computer screen. But in the rec

in Cultana, we need to actudlly

interacting with the training cud

a mixture of the two. It's setting

it's redalistic — even putting in CM

control injects, which equates 1o

in the road of a tank icon in the 3

doing the exact same thing do

having people doing a protest i

mamnoeuvre for example.

Captain Mascall-Dare: Have you
local community to fulfil that parti

Major Hales: Quite considerably ac
NEO that we did, which was technice
activity, we had 20 civilicn role playe
have detailed scripts for our soldiers go.
activities like that, people are people an
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VC CAST IN

LIAYAD

Victoria Cross recipient
Corporal Cameron Baird has
been immortalised in the

form of a bronze statue
unveiled on Saturday
5 November in
front of a plethora
of VIP guests
assembled at the
Currumbin RSL,
on Queensland’s
Gold Coast.

The seven-foot
bronze statue

of Corporal
Cameron

Baird VC, MG
was sculpted
and cast by
renowned
monumental-
statue
manufacturer
NAKED

ARMY,

in close
cooperation

with the Baird
family.

Bringing a clay figure
to life. Scott Edwards of
NAKED ARMY said he
wanted to produce a

a strong sculpture that
conveyed Cameron’s
tremendous physicality.

"This statue will honour not only Cameron as
Australia’s 100* VC recipient, but all 41 soldiers
who were killed in Afghaonistan, and will stand as
a memorial to Australia’s modern-day warfare,”
Cameron's father Doug Baird said.

Scott Edwards, from NAKED ARMY, who sculpted
the piece, said creating the monument to Cameron
Baird VC MG was a project sponning more than
two years.

“The original sculpture started as a 12-inch study,
which was completed during 2015 and served two
purposes — as a collectable piece to help the charity
Cam's Cause raise funds, cnd as the basis for the
monumental sculpture, which in turn was sculpted
and cast over an eight-month period in 2016,” Mr
Edwards said.

“In the initial designs for the monument I originally
intended a strong, but informal pose, portraying a
man who knows the ground he fights on — a strong
sculpture that conveyed Cameron'’s tremendous
physicality, but showed little emotion.

"The Baird family suggested we bring out
Cameron's personality more, removing the ballistic
eyeweadr which had been proposed, and showing
one of Cameron's signature traits — his perpetual
half-grin.

"The sculpt relied heavily on photography from
Cameron's family and fellow soldiers, which proved
challenging as the photography covered a decade
of images.

"During that time, Cameron chonged a lot
physically, from a young soldier to a man at his
physical peak.”

Mr Edwcards said that both the 12-inch and
memorial-sized sculpts were completed using
traditional materials and techniques, with the aim
of creating a ‘hyper-real’ likeness of Corporal Baird
rather than a simple impression.

"The monument was hand-sculpted using clay
over a steel frame.
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"From that, ‘master’ molds were made by the
NAKED ARMY team.

"The molds were then transported to Australion
Bronze foundry in Manly, New South Wales, where
the final piece was cast in silicone bronze, which
is a state-of-the-art product usually commonly
associated with high-end uses such as marine
propellers.”

"The plinth the statue stands on was constructed
in sandstone by a local stonemcason, ready for the
bronze to be installed.

“The final bronze sculpture stands 2.2 metres tall,
and weighs in at more than 350 kilograms.

"And, as a fitting tribute to Cameron Baird, the
sculpture was man-handled into place on its plinth
at Currumbin RSL by Cameron's Army colleagues
and RSL members.”

Mr Edwards said the Cameron Baird VC MG
monument was perhaps the only contemporary
memorial sculpture completed in the ANZAC
Centenary period, which was very fitting since
serving members like Cameron Baird exemplify the
finest traditions of Australion soldiering.

He said NAKED ARMY's aim was to help create
tangible connections between Australia’s proud
military history and current generations.

"During the past decade we have completed
various monumental projects and collector figurines
for ADF units and RSLs, plus collector figurines for
retail.

"NAKED ARMY sculpted and completed the
Cameron Baird Memorial sculpture as our
contribution to what is a grect voluntary effort by
Cam's Cause —

Corporal Cameron Baird was awarded the
Victoria Cross for his actions in a battle on 22 June
2013, in Uruzgan province, Afghanistan, which left
Kaye and Doug Baird without their youngest son.

The award was given posthumously in February
2014 - the 100" VC awarded to an Australicm.
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VC Citation

On 22 June 2013, a commando platoon of the
Special Operations Task Group, with partners from
the Afghan National Security Forces, conducted a
helicopter assault into Ghawchak village, Uruzgan
province, in order to attack on insurgent network
deep within enemy-held territory.

Shortly after insertion, Corporal Baird's team was
engaged by small-arms fire from several enemy
positions.

Corporal Baird quickly seized the initiative,
leading his team to neutralise the positions, killing
six enemy combatants oand enabling the assault to
continue.

Soon afterwards, cn adjacent SOTG team came
under heavy enemy fire, resulting in its commaomnder
being seriously wounded.

Without hesitction, Corporal Bcaird led his team to
provide support.

En route, he and his team were engaged by
small-arms cnd machine-gun fire from prepared
enemy positions.

With complete disregard for his own safety,
Corporal Baird charged towards the enemy
positions, supported by his team.

On necring the positions, he and his team were
engaged by additional enemy on their flonk.

Instinctively, Corporal Baird neutralised the new
threat with grenades ond rifle fire, enabling his
team to close with the prepared position.

With the prepared position now isolated, Corporal
Baird monoeuvred and was engaged by enemy
machine-gun fire, bullets striking the ground cround
him.
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Displaying great valour, he drew the fire, moved
to cover, ond suppressed the enemy machine-gun
position.

This action enabled his team to close on the
entrance to the prepared position, thus regaining
the initictive.

On three separcite occasions Corporal Baird
charged an enemy-held building within the
prepared compound.

On the first occasion, he charged the door to the
building, followed by another team member.

Despite being totally exposed and immedictely
engaged by enemy fire, Corporal Baird pushed
forward while firing into the building.

Now in the closest proximity to the enemy, he was
forced to withdraw when his rifle ceased to function.
On rectifying his rifle stoppage, and reallocating
remaining ammunition within his team, Corporal

Baird again advanced towards the door of the
building, once more under heavy fire.

He engaged the enemy through the door, but was
unable to suppress the position and took cover to
reload.

For a third time, Corporal Baird selflessly drew
enemy fire away from his team and assaulted the
doorway.

Enemy fire was seen to strike the ground and
compound wdalls around Corporal Baird, before
visibility was obscured by dust and smoke.

In this third attempt, the enemy was neutralised
and the advantage was regained, but Corporal
Baird was killed in the effort.

Corporal Baird's acts of valour and self-sacrifice
regained the initiative and preserved the lives of his
team membetrs.
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CH-47 Chinook A15-151 recently landed at her
new home at Robertson Barracks as part of the 1st
Combat Engineer Regiment's CH-47 training facility
project being led by Plant Troop, 23rd Support
Squadron of 1CER.

1CER members prepared a new roost to allow
members of C Squadron, 5th Aviation Regiment
to guide the helicopter into her new permanent
position.

A15-151 will now serve as a dual-use training
facility, first, for Australion Army emergency
responders to practice helicopter crash-rescue drills,

as well as to enable 1 Brigade units to practice drills
for air-mobile operations.

This aircraft was originally owned by the United
States but taken out of service following damage
sustained in Afghanistom.

It was then acquired and repaired by
Australian soldiers and returned to active service
in Afghoniston under her new name “Second
Chance”.

Following her decommissioning, Second Chance
now gets a third chance, becoming an excellent
training aid for 1 Brigade.

ABOVE: CH-47
Chinook A15-151
lands for the last
time.

LEFT: WO1 Mikel
MacDonald

and Sergeomnt
Jason Hoare

from Brisbane’s
Cargo Helicopter
Maonagement
Unit, and Sergeant
Robert Nathan,
Corporal Lee
Schurmaonn and
Craftsman Tristan
Crecasey from
Townsville's 5
Aviation Regiment
say goodbye to
"Second Chance”.
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Previous page:

Soldiers from 1 Brigade, usually based in Darwin, work with
Western Australia Police in the Broome hinterland.

Photos by Corporals Steve Duncan and David Said.

This page:
Soldiers from the 5% Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment,

participate in a platoon attack at Ellendale Diamond Mine
near Derby, Western Australia.

Photos by Corporal Kyle Genner.

Developed in response to industry and
local concerns about the ADF’s ability to
protect assets and resources in the region,
Northern Shield 16 is the second in a series
of exercises in Australia’s north-west.

According to Brigadier David Smith,
Director General of the Australion Defence
Simulation and Training Centre (ADSTC),
*The aim of Exercise Northern Shield, is to
allow [the ADF] to practice our short-notice
deployment capabilities into remote arecas
of Australia”.

Exercise Director Colonel Brett Chaloner
said, "The primcry purpose of the exercise is

to practice the ADF in the conduct of rapid
response to a contingency threat against
Australia and the mainland, its territories, or
its vital interests”.

The execution of the rapid-response
capability incorporated elements of Army,
Navy and Air Force.

Army’s contribution consisted mainly of
a Combat Ready Team made up of 250
tfroops from the 1% Brigade, based in Darwin.

Major Joel Waterhouse, the commaonding
officer of the CRT, explained thcit the team
was made up of elements from the wider
brigade, including infantry, transport,

signalers, logisticians, engineers and
artillery.

"They deployed in Bushmaster PMV
convoys from Darwin or were flown as a
rapid-response capability from RAAF Base
Tindal,” he said.

“Attached to the RCT were elements of the
1st Military Police Battalion, using military
working dogs to maximise the team'’s
effectiveness.

"These units were supported by ARH Tiger
helicopters, deployed from Dcarwin on C-17
Globemaisters, working in conjunction with
S-70 Black Hawks.”

Magjor fleet units from the Royal Australiomn
Navy included the Anzac-class frigates
HMAS Ballarat, based out of Fleet Base
West and HMAS Newcastle based at Fleet
Base East. These vessels operated with the
support of the replenishment vessel HMAS
Success.

The RAAF focused on rapid response and
opercttions out of RAAF Base Curtin, 40km
south of Derby, with support from RAAF
Base Tindal in the Northern Territory.

Key capabilities employed included
a rapid-response field hospital cmd
deployable air-traffic control tower.

e e
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Clockwise from left:

Private Alex Coles from the 15 Military Police Battalion
discusses cordon-and-search activities at a caravan park in
Broome with a Western Australia Police officer.

Sergeant Daniel Treveton, 5RAR, removes an ‘enemy suspect’
from a cabin during the cordon-and-search operation at the
Broome caravan park.

Western Australia Police officers take the suspect’into
custody.

Australian Army military police dog Jax’from the 1 Military
Police Battalion on alert.

Sergeant Edouard Falkenmire and Jax; 1t Military Police

Battalion, keep watch during the cordon-and-search.

Soldiers from the 5% Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment,
move to secure the caravan park during the cordon-and-
search operation.

Photos by Able Seaman Chris Beerens.

Air-force platforms deployed included
an E-7A Wedgetail based, for the exercise,
at RAAF Tindal, a KA350 Kingair, C-17A
Globemasster, C-130J Hercules, KC-30A
multi-role tanker transport, on AP-3C Orion
and four F/A-18A Hornets operating out of
RAAF Bases Curtin and Tindal.

These platforms were aided by elements
of the No 2 Security Forces Squadron on
location at RAAF Base Curtin.

Key to the exercise was the strategic
nature of the region to Australia’s national
defence. Broome is the largest town in
Western Australia’s Kimberly Region and is

a hub for resource and energy projects in
the area.
As the nearest regional center and port
to the INPEX ($25 billion) and Browse Basin
($30 billion) LNG projects — both expected
to begin production in 2017 — Broome is
a strategic centre in the region and was
identified in the 2012 ADF Posture Review as
a suitable location for improved ADF access
crrangements as a forward operating base.
It was, however, also noted that
significant weaknesses and risks had
been identified in the force posture in the
region. Shortcomings in the ADF's ability

f»PHREX

to project capability into the north-west at
cn adequcte level have been reiterated
by former senator Alom Eggleston, a strong
proponent for cn increased ADF capability
in the region.

It is notable then that a number of the
operations in Exercise Northern Shield were
focused on protecting the resource and
energy sectors.

Troops from the 5% Battalion, Royail
Australian Regiment, Ready Combat Tecm
conducted exercises around the Ellendale
mine, 140km inlond from Derby, while
HMA Ships Newcastle, Ballarat and Success

patrolled offshore oil and gas facilities.

Brigadier David Smith emphasised the use
of the full range of ADF capabilities.

It specks volumes, not only for our
capacity to be able to deploy these joint
forces rapidly in a coordinated maonner,
but also our capacity to operate across
agencies very successfully,” he said.

Essential to the success of the exercise
was inter-agency coopercition with Western
Australiaon Police (WAPOL).

Combining urban patrols, room-clearance
drills and cordon-cnd-secrch drills, the
Ready Combat Team troops, with elements

a
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Equipment on display during Exercise Northern Shield 2016
included, clockwise from left:

A C-17 Globemaster ll.

Photo by Able Seaman Chris Beerens.
A transportable air operations tower.
Photo by Sergeant Mick Bott.

A tactical air surveillance radar.
Photo by Sergeant Mick Bott.

A Bushmaster protected mobility vehicle.
Photo by Corporal Kyle Jenner.

Adelaide-class frigate, HMAS Newcastle.
Photo by Able Seaman Chris Beerens.

of the military police dog-handling units,
combined with WAPoIl to maximise
capability.

This combined capability was used to
neutralise a fictional terrorist cell in an
urban setting.

WAPOoI's Sergeant Paul World said such
inter-agency training opportunities were
extremely important.

“Unless we run these exercises, we
don't know where the gaps are, or where
mistakes can be made,” he said.

In keeping with the ADF Posture
Review's recommenddation, the exercise

also contributed significantly to the ADF's
visibility in the region and was warmly
welcomed by the wider community.

Colonel Chaloner made specific
mention of the importance of community
engagement.

“The response from the local people has
been very positive, with many offering to
take part.

“The support of the local community and
shire councils is very importont for this
exercise to work.”

As part of the ADF's wider strategic
capabilities, Northern Shield provided an

frPEABEE

opportunity for elements of the force to
practice a rapid-response deployment that
could be replicated anywhere in the world.

Colonel Chaloner said that while the
ADF's priority was to practice its response
inside Australia ond to threats directly
against Australia, the mechanics could be
replicated anywhere.

Exercise Northern Shield 2016 culminated
with a community-engagement ond
demonstration day, at both Broome and
Derby.

Not only were a variety of elements of the
operation showcased for local community

members, the day also included

flyovers, military working dog hamdling
demonstrations, examples of section-level
attacks conducted by members of SRAR
and hands-on equipment displays.

"It's been an exceptional opportunity to
frain in Western Australia” Colonel Chaloner
said, emphasising the importonce of the
focus on remote locations cnd the key
infrastructure and resources in the region.

Samuel Vinicombe is a security analyst and
defence correspondent based in Perth, WA
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Little more tham 24 hours after a magnitude 7.5
earthquake rocked northern parts of the New
Zealond South Island on 14 November, the New
Zealand Defence Force had deployed hundreds of
personnel, eight aircraft and two ships in support
of the whole-of-government response to the natural
disaster that killed two people.

An RNZAF P-3K2 Orion surveillonce aircraft
left Whenuapai within hours of the initial quake
to conduct a seven-hour aerial survey of main
tramsport routes and towns from Picton to
Christchurch, including inland routes.

Photos taken during the survey showed massive
rockfalls in several areas in the upper South Islond,
with as many as 100,000 land slips eventually
estimated.

Acting Commander Joint Forces New Zealoand Air
Commodore Darryn Webb scid it was clear from

£ eyl @

the photos that the major route from Christchurch
to Kaikoura was impassable, as was the road from
Kaikoura to Hanmer Springs and from Blenheim to
Kaikoura - in other words, access by land to the
popular tourist township was completely cut off,
with as many as 1000 tourists in the town.

Four Air Force NH9O0 helicopters were initially
assigned to evacuating the tourists and any
residents who wanted to leave, but initial progress
was slow on the mammoth task.

Air Commodore Webb said the NZDF had
mobilised numerous assets to support the
government'’s response to the earthquake, and had
been working with the Ministry of Civil Defence to
ensure the lifelines and basic needs, especially to
the Kaikoura community, were met.

“Our priority was to evacuate the tourists and
residents of Kaikoura who have been displaced
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by the earthquake and are now being
accommodcted at a local marae and various
community buildings,” Air Commodore Webb
said.

"About 5000kg of aid supplies including
food, water and hygiene products, as well as
jerrycans of diesel, were also flown into the
community.”

The multi-role vessel HMNZS Canterbury was
also dispatched from Auckland to help with the
evacuation.

A C-130 Hercules was also tasked.

Eventudlly, three foreign ships that were
in Aucklond for the RNZN 75" Anniversary
International Naval Review — including HMAS
Darwin — and several aircraft, joined the rescue
and eventual resupply of the town.

A convoy of 27 NZDF trucks braved bad
weather and risks of further landslides to bring
much-needed fuel and supplies to the town four
days after the initial sisemic event, which was
followed by more than 500 aftershocks, many in
the 5+ range on the Richter Scale.

FAST FACTS:
Evacuations: 700 people, four dogs, 7000kg baggage
Deliveries by RNZAF NH90s: About 20,000kg

Deliveries by HMNZS Canterbury: 13,000kg food,
2780kg fruits and veg, 200kg potatoes, 350kg bread,
6000kg rice, pasta and flour, 300kg blonkets, 500kg
telecom equipment, 4000kg medical supplies,
10,000kg pet food, 80 portable toilets, 500kg toilet
paper, 30 10-litre cans of fuel, two portable pumps
and four generators.
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The officer calmly checked the
chamber of his revolver as he quickly
gave orders to his corporal. His

broad Scottish accent delivered the
commands in a sharp, no-nonsense

manner. “You and the lad’s take the
tubes and get through to our trenches.
Remember they must not fall into
enemy hands. I'll be along shortly.
Keep the lads together and look after
them. Right off you go now™...

Alexander MacNeil was born in the sleepy hamlet of
Munlochy, Scotland on 27 August 1892. He was a good
smart lad with an adventurous streak. He was no slouch in
the classroom either and enjoyed school and developed a
passion for maritime engineering. While in the latter part of
his schooling, he served his compulsory cadet training with
the local Seaforth Territorial Force where he served for three
years.!

On leaving school, Alec started work in the ship-building
industry as a boilermaoker’s assistont. His first job was in one
of the great engineering works on the River Clyde. Although
a willing worker, he yecrned for adventure ond soon found
work on a freighter plying the overseas trade routes.

On these voyages, Alec found time to get into shape. A
regular exercise program soon tremsformed him into superb
physical condition. In 1912 he found himself in Australia cnd
decided to stay for an indefinite period. He secured a position
with the Adelaide Steamship Compcmy, ct its Port Adelaide
repair works.!

With the onset of war, Alec felt it was his duty to return to
Scotlemd and enlist in his old unit, the Seaforth’s. To do this
he would need to pay his own passage, which at that point
in time was beyond his meons. He immediately offered his
services to the Royal Australion Navy but was turned down
as they had been inundated with eager young volunteers.
Alec felt he had no other option lut to enlist in the AIF.!

74

Liecutenant Alec MacNeil DSO

0™ Battalion 3™ Light Trench Mortar Battery, AlF

SCOTTISH TERRIER

Alec was dllocated regimental number 746 ond become
part of D Compemy of the 10® Battalion which was being
formed ot necrby Morphetville. He was a good, competent
soldier ond his previous military service obviously came to the
fore, being promoted to lance corporal in October 1914.2

On 20 October 1914, the 10* Battalion morched proudly
to the docks where the Troopship Ascanius awdited to toke
them to Europe, or so they thought.

Instead of the mud of France, it was the scmds of Egypt that
greeted the Aussies and their Kiwi cousins. It was here that
they were to hone their skills and prepaore themselves to take
on the Hun. In Jonuary 1915, Alec elected to relinquish his
stripe and return to the romk of private?. But the Hun would
harve to waidt, as the AIF would first tackle the Turk at a place
called Gallipoli.

Alec stormed ashore at ANZAC Cove as part of the
covering force. During that mad first day, confusion reigned,
many of the soldiers become separated from their parent
units cnd fought with cny body of froops they could find. Alec
ond a few others from the 10® spent four days cut-off from
the main body, fighting in cn advonce post. The gallomt little
band repelled attack after attack by the determined Turks
ond only withdrew when their food cnd cmmunition was all
but exhausted.!

Alec MacNeil fought a good fight for the entire compcign.
As with thousonds of other on the peninsula, however,
dysentery took its toll. But there was an unwritten law cmong
the Diggers - "if you can stemd and walk, then you com stomd
ond fight” - so Alec remained at his post cnd fought on.

One day Alec was in cn orea known as Montgomery's
Sap when suddenly a bullet sleonmed into his left shoulder.
Luckily the projectile was partly spent ond only penetrated
about cn inch into the flesh. Alec decided that the wound
didn't warrant medical attention cnd simply squeezed the
bullet out.!

On 1 July, Alec was promoted to corporal and, halfway
through August, promoted to sergeont.!

Following the evacuation from Gallipoli, the ATF returned
to Egypt to lick its wounds and take stock. Alec received a
commission on 16 March 1916 cnd sailed with the 10® bound
for Fromce and finally, a crack at the Hun.!

On 14 June, Alec had returned from patrol cnd just made
his verbal report to his compony commaonder, when suddenly
it was like someone had stuck a red hot poker into his
stomach. A piece of shrapnel had hit him in the right breast
pocket, shattered his pipe, deflected against his notelbook cmd
travelled down into his abdomen.

As the doctors worked to stem the bleeding, Alec would not
allow them to put him under onaesthetic, even when they
had to remove portions of his stomach.?® As they operated,
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Lieutenant Alec MacNeil DSO was a proud soldier who worked hard on his physical fitness.

they found pieces of the pipe, paper from the noteloook cnd
pieces of khaki cloth embedded in the wound. His injuries
were serious enough to warrant his evacuation to Englomd.

He was determined to return to the front ond badgered the
doctors until they reluctemtly agreed, even though the wound
was still open. Alec got back in time to participate in the final
stages of the Pozieres ond Mouquet Farm battles.!

In Janucry 1917, Alec was seconded to commaond the 3¢
Light Trench Mortor Battery. The battery was armed with the
new and exciting 3 inch Stokes mortar. This weapon could
throw a 10.5 pound, fin-stabilised bomb out to cm effective
750 yards. Each of the projectiles was filled with the deadly
explosive, Amatol. A good crew could provide sustained fire
of six to eight rounds per minute and, in om emergency, fire
a ‘sausage string’ of 10 to 11 rounds in succession, with all the
rounds in the air before the first one impacted on the target.

It was such a closely guarded secret that none of the deadly
Stokes weapons had yet fallen into enemy honds. !4

In the early hours of 6 May 1917, the ATF was locked in
battle at Bullecourt. Alec had four tubes deployed forweard,
tasked to keep the enemy bombers at bay. The battle raged
throughout the morning ond Alec kept the tubes firing. But
now under an intense artillery barrage, the enemy were
closing in on the Australiom front line. The situation was well
ond truly in doubt. One of his crews was in danger of being
cut off ond captured. They were trying to drive the enemy
back with Mills bombs® cnd also by throwing mortor bombs
at the enemy by hand.

Suddenly, it was if hell had opened its doors. Heat cnd
flame erupted ond a pungent burning smell filled the air.
This was the Australioms' first exposure to a horrifying new
weapon known as a lommenwerfer (lamethrower). The
terrified Diggers reeled in horror as the flomes licked towords
them. Sizing up the situction, Alec ordered the mortars to be
withdrawn to a scfer location. He gave a quick set of orders to
one of his junior commomders, 24-year-old Corporal Emanuel
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Hockey to withdraw the mortars and crews. Alec said that he
would stay behind cnd cover their withdrorwal. !¢

Alec started firing his pistol as the grey clad figures surged
towards him. Pulling the pin on a Mills bomb, he hurled it
towards the enemy ond smiled as he heard screcms when
it exploded. Suddenly a Germam lunged at him with a
bayonet. Alec side-stepped and dispatched the Hun with
a well aimed shot. He continued to hurl bomb after bomb,
until his stocks were just cbout exhausted. A Germon, crmed
with a flammenwetrfer, appeared from around a bend in
the french. As he went to fire, Alec let go with a Mills bomb,
which exploded in front of the Hun killing him instomtly. Alec
then decided to pull back cnd made good his escape. As
Alec weaved his way through the shattered trenches, he
picked up cn abandoned Lewis Gun cnd thrust it over his
shoulder.!

On arriving to the safety of the Australiom trenches, Alec
gathered the remnomts of his men.

"Right, we're going to launch a counter-attack cnd drive
these buggers back!” he said.

The men quickly checked their weapons cnd within
seconds they were off, following the commonder towords
the enemy. Alec was firing the Lewis Gun in short bursts from
the hip as he advanced. A second floonmenwerfer came into
play and Alec soon dispatched it in a similor fashion to the
first. His Diggers were giving a grectt account of themselves
too and were halting the enemy advonce with a flurry of
Mills bombos.

Then, as the supply of bombs ram short, the enemy again
gained momentum and started to encircle the gallomt force.
Suddenly a small force under commond of Caoptain James
Newland’ from the nearby 12% Battalion crrived.

"Com you use these, mate?” Newlond said to Alec, dropping
two boxes of bombs at his feet. With this inject of men cmd
bombs the Diggers soon regained the initiative omd forced the
Germams back beyond the old front line.! ¢
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For his actions, Alec MacNeil was recommended by
two separate battalion commaonders for the Victoria Cross.
Unfortunately, this was relegated to the Distinguished
Service Order.?

As Alec had suffered the strain of his actions at
Bullecourt, it was decided to send him to England for further
fraining where he was posted to the 3 Training Battalion.
After attending the Southern Commamd Bombing School
at Lyndhurst where he achieved a distinguished pass as
a bomb thrower, he was then posted to the school as on
instructor.?

Alec’s experiences cit Bullecourt, especially in the use of
the Lewis Gun in the advence of om attacking porty, so
impressed him that he lobbied the commaonding officer
of the school to have this taught to future classes as a
valuable new tactic.!

His time at the school allowed Alec to again hone his
fitness, which had diminished a little during his time in the
trenches.

Although an outstcmding instructor, Alec missed the sting
of battle and requested to be returned to front line service.
He sailed for Fromce on 13 June 1918 and, as he crossed
the channel, he felt good about going back.

His old commomnding officer, Lieutencmt Colonel Wilder
Neligon of the 10%, welcomed him with open crms. He
admired the fiery young lieutenomt for his dedication
to duty and capacity to commond. He gave Alec a
‘special compliment’ by placing him in chorge of the
tfrench mortars with carte blomche approval as to their
employment for the upcoming attack at Merris.

The attack was a classic example of effective fire support
with medium guns and field guns, along with mortars,
machineguns and rifle grenadiers working in unison. Alec
had seven Stokes mortars under his commond and they
fired more 1500 rounds in supjport of the operation.

In am extract from the CO of the 10% Battalion's notes,
he stated, T wish to put on record the brilliomt work
accomplished by LT A. MacNeil DSO in fighting his Trench
Mortars”.”

He was also to contribute significomtly ot o later
battle around Lihons. His actions were rewarded with a
Mentioned in Despatches.?
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Following the end of the war, Alec decided to remain
in Englond ond terminated his position with the AIF on 3
February 1919.

He found work again in the shipping industry, this time
as an assistomt monager of a shipbuilding cnd repair
company on the Clyde. He married cnd the couple had
two daughters Julia cnd Rosemary. !

Alec did not find solitude in the mcrriage, however, cnd
the couple parted. Alec decided to return to Australia in
1922 and settled in Sydney.! He took on a soldier-settler
block in acn area known as Beauty Point.

Alec worked for a time as a representative for cn
Americom firm called Colex but, because of federal
government tariff regulations, the company ceased its
Australion connections.

Alec was a man of principal cnd never shirked his
responsibilities. He worked hord ond regulorly cobled
money back to England to help provide for his two young
dcaughters.

It was during this time that Alec become involved in
the Returned Services League, holding down committee
positions in both the Sydney ond Mosmcm bronches. !

He was a regular at the Cutty Scrk Hotel in the horbour-
side Rocks district. This was a well-known pub frequented
by ‘old salts’ who'd plied the seven seas.

It was here he met Gwen Croft ond her two children Ron
ond Faye. Gwen's husbcnd travelled Australia in search of
work cnd the couple had slowly drifted apart with Mr Croft
now residing permanently in Victoric.

Alec idolised Gwen ond the kids cnd the fomily moved
in together. Alec was again a maom of high principles
ond the couple occupied separate rooms and he never
partook of alcohol in the house. He tended to Gwen's ond
the children’s needs and the relationship developed more
out of respect and compomionship thom cnything else. The
kids came to love the man they dubbed ‘Uncle Mac’ and
were amozed at his energy ond stamina, even though his
war wounds at times came back to haunt him. Mac would
exercise daily and the kids would try and copy his skipping
routine, which he did every morning.3 Young Ron scid
that ‘Uncle Mac’ was a great bloke — good, cleom and as
stradght as a die.®
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1 Reveille Article “Bullecourt Horatius” by E.A. Roberts MM, August 1, 1932
2 National Archives of Australia, B2455, WW1 Service Records, AWL MacNeil

Above: Lieutenant Alec MacNeil’s original ribbons, minature medals, ANZAC Lapel Badge and other accoutraments.

Below: ‘Uncle Mac’with Ron Croft.

One day, Alec was troubled cfter reading a letter from
overseas, ond became very withdrawn.

He arose early one morning ond dressed in his best suit.
He slowly walked down to the whaorf cnd caught the ferry
across to Circuler Quay. As he walked along King Street he
could see the woman and the two young girls bundled up
in coats. He walked up ond took off his hat, "Hello lassies”
he said ond bent down and held out his crms to the two
young gitls — his daughters.3

That night he told Gwen of the meeting. But, even though
he loved the girls dearly, he could not go back — not now.

As war clouds re-gathered over Europe, Alec pondered
thoughts of re-enlisting, but his wor wounds preclude his
serving again in uniform. He was thrilled though to learn
that his eldest doughter Julia was serving in the Auxiliary
Territorial Service back in Scotlemd. 2

As the Japanese began to highlight their intentions in the
Pacific, Alec confided in young Ron - "Laddie if the Japs
invade, then I'll kill all the fomily rather thon see them
become slaves”. This was a sobering thought for a young
fellow of 13 to comprehend.?

In July 1943, Alec awoke ecaly and rousted young Ron,
now 17 from his bed.

"Come on young fella - we're off.”

"Off where?” Ron asked, still rubbing the sleep from his
eyes.

“You're off to enlist” Mac replied.

At least Ron was given his choice of service in which to
serve. He chose the Navy .3

Alec MacNeil was a mcn omongst men. His character
was sound, his bravery unquestioned, his commitment cnd
responsibilities to those around him undaunted.

This gallomt old soldier died in 1973.
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Fly over to-Facebook
—n .

and check out now Cadets page i

I e BY LIEUTENANT COLONEL
it CHRISTOPHER HOLCROFT
Cadet Jordem Booth wins the However, all members of 1/19 ,
Jock Evans Award for Best were so impressed with her During the Ceqtenory of An;ac,
Cadet in NSW 2016. A quote charm, commitment, drive, how does the rising generation of
Army Cadets fathom what took

from her nomination sums up a
dynamic performer...

energy, grit, courage and team

spirit shown throughout the 3 PIETES O CEmEEIens Cleoy

One way is to go with a set of

“CDT Booth was honoured days — putting other members -
with the nickncme War Dog of her section to shame, that current ond past Army Engineers
by a member of 1/I9RNSWR ~ they felt she personified the ond other Army Cadets ond walk

the battlefields of Gallipoli. The
second is to research a VC winner
from the compaign and see exactly
where his actions took place.

Cadet Under Officer (CUO) David
Neilson from 13 ACU Toowoomba
was one of eight Army Cadets
from cround Australia selected to
travel to Turkey cnd Gallipoli to
tour the ANZAC's spiritual home.

Before departure, CUO Neilson

who was DSing on our activity.
CDT Booth, is slight in build,
gentle monnered and filled
with humility. A robust name
like War Dog would seem

most unlikely at first glance.

military war dog — cute on
the outside, loved by all, yet
driven, determined, controlled
and professional on the inside. I
would hate to see her bitel

Well done Cadet Booth.

his trip ond resecrch, in which
he noted Keysor wasn't actually
employed as a riflemomn at Lone
Pine but as someone who would
pick up the grenades thrown into
Australion trenches and throw

under fire, Keysor darted through
the trenches, taking Turkish
grenades and lobbing them back.
"Lemce Corporal Keysor met
each of the Army’s values of
courage, initiative, teamwork cnd

researched how Lemce Corporal them back. respect.”
Leonard Keysor won his Victoria “Lamce Corporal Keysor's After his VC research cnd
Cross during the Battle of Lone Pine  mciin role wasn't to fight, but to battlefield tour, three words will
in August 1915. lob grenades into the Turkish mecmn so much more for CUO
On his return to Australia, CUO trenches,” CUO Neilson said. Neilson from now on — Lest we
S HIEE e Ly e SR Lo lle s R 20 Neilson wrote cm essay cbout "Over the course of 50 hours, Forget.

A contingent of 18 Australian Army Cadets
(AAC) from Western Australia went to the United
Kingdom on a three-week exchange program
this year, on Exercise Southern Cross.

This challenging program has been operating
since 2004 between the WA AAC Brigade and the
Surrey Army Cadet Force.

ON even years, a party of Australians travel to
the UK, while the favour is returned in odd years
when members of the Surrey Army Cadet Force
come to Perth.

Contingent Commander Captain (AAC)
Andrew Hayes said Exercise Southern Cross
provided an outstanding youth development
opportunity to senior cadets.

“The exercise combines cultural visits, a two-
day tour of the battlefields of Flanders and the
Somme and an arduous two-week annual camp,”
Captain (AAC) Hayes said.

“The battlefield tour gave cadets an
outstanding insight into the sacrifice and
devotion to duty displayed by the original
ANZACS, especially since this year marks the
100th anniversary of the battles at Pozieres and
Fromelles.

“Following the cultural activities, the cadets
travelled to Chickerell Camp in Weymouth on the
south coast of England to work with cadets from
the Surrey Army Cadet Force, on adventurous

? » — v g Wil - i K
Cadet Lance Corporal Jayden Butler on UK drill lesson.

activities including canoeing, abseiling, rifle
shooting and a three-day field exercise.”

CAPT (AAC) Hayes said apart from the
opportunity to learn new skills, the exercise offers
Cadets an outstanding opportunity to broaden
their teamwork, leadership skills and initiative.

“This exchange program is one of the few that
exists between Australian Army Cadets and the
Army Cadet Force.

Planning has already started for the return visit
to Australia by the Surrey Army Cadets in 2017,”
he said.
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Recognising more than seven decades of youth
development service, the rare and ancient
Freedom of Entry privilege was granted by the
City of Greater Geraldton to No 711 Squadron
of the Australion Air Force Cadets at a
ceremony on Sunday 2 October 2016.

Freedom of Entry acknowledged the Air
Force Cadets ongoing support for the City
of Greater Geraldton, including the cnnual
ANZAC Day parade and other ceremonial
events, as well as its considerable service to
young people.

711 Squadron were first awarded Freedom
of Entry to Geraldton in 2013 on the grounds of
outstanding support to youth development.

This year's formal request to enter the city
was made at Edith Cowan Square on 2 October
by Flight Lieutenant (AAFC) David Power,
Commanding Officer of No. 711 Squadron.
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An impressive 40 cadets and seven
staff marched in the parade, including a
detachment from 718FLT drum corps.

As part of the ceremony, cadets ond starff
were stopped on their march by Police
Sergeant Peter Gerada, who in-keeping with
tradition, requested they show their cuthority to
enter the city.

Following the challenge, parade members
formally saluted the citizens of Greater
Geraldton.
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Australion Army Cadets from
across Western Australia took part
in the annudal field exercise at
Bindoon training area, north-east
of Perth, from 24 September to 2
October 2016.

The annual youth development
activity saw more than 700 cadets
participate in a ronge of activities
encompassing minor team sports,
adventure training ond non- :
combuat related military skills aimed  Photos by Leading
to develop abilities in leadership, Seaman Bradley Darvill
navigation and teamwork.

Australion Army Cadets are
encouraged to develop new skills
and face new challenges that will
help define them for the future.

Australion Army Cadets
is a leading national youth
development organisation with
the character and values of the
Australion Army, founded on
strong community partnership,
fostering and supporting cn
ongoing interest in the Army.

While an RAAF F/A-18 pilot flew fligh—
speed passes over Mount Panorama for
the start of this year's Bathurst 1000 V8
Supercar race, Air Force Cadets from
6 Wing (South Australia cnd Mildura)
were doing their own flying over
Parafield Airport north of Adelaide.

During the 6 Wing General Service
Training Camp (GST) at RAAF Base
Edinburgh in October, cadets from
squadrons throughout SA got the
opportunity to fly a pilot experience
flight — or PEX.

In all, 38 cadets and three staff
took the opportunity to fly a Tobago
TB10, and were awarded certificates
by service provider, Flight Training
Adelaide.

M8 Above: Regional Cadet-
{ Under-Officer Sam Elias
| enjoying the cnnual
field exercise in Bindoon
¥l training area, north-east
2 of Perth.

Left and top: Cadets
complete challenging
physical activities.

Leaaing Cadet Princia
Menezes, 601 Sgn
(Keswick Bks) prepares
for her flight.

Find, like, shareat i I M & © @ X

issuu

THE INTERNATIONAL ANTI POACHING FOUNDATION IS

RECRUITING NOW

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE WHAT IT TAKES

AND YOU WANT TO SEE AN END TO THE CRUELTY
AND PROTECT SOME OF THE WORLDS GREATEST CREATURES
GO TO WWW.IAPF.ORG FOR MORE INFO



http://www.iapf.org
https://www.facebook.com/CONTACTmagazine
https://twitter.com/aussiecontact
https://www.pinterest.com/contactmagazine/
https://www.youtube.com/user/contactpublishing
http://www.contactairlandandsea.com
mailto:editor%40militarycontact.com?subject=
http://issuu.com/contactpublishing

GERBER
HAS BEEN MAKING
SURVIVAL KNIVES FOR
THE US MILITARY SINCE 1968.
THE STRONGARM FIXED BLADE
CARRIES ON OUR LEGACY OF TOUGH-AS-HELL
FIXED BLADE KNIVES FOR COMBAT AND SURVIVAL
APPLICATIONS. WITH THE STRONGARM’S MODULAR SHEATH
SNAP-TOGETHER COMPONENTS, THE OPERATOR CAN MOUNT THE
KNIFE VERTICALLY ON MOLLE, HORIZONTALLY ON A STANDARD 1.75"
TACTICAL BELT, OR IN A TRADITIONAL DROP-LEG BELT MOUNT FASHION.

UNSTOPPABLE 6GERBER®

Designed and built in Portland, OR. [l Learn more at www.gerhergear.com/Tactical

Available at platatac.com



http://www.platatac.com

