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setups will be dlsquallfled.

Send your (publishable, high-res) photos to
editor@militarycontact.com or to PO Box
897, Dickson, ACT 2602 before 15 July.

The winning photo (and possibly a few of
the best non-winners) will be published in
the September issue of CONTACT.
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THE EDITOR’S LETTER

t's a small world. In October last year I travelled to Holsworthy
Barracks in Sydney to watch and photograph students on a Snipers’
Course at 3RAR for a feature article in Contact magazine. I didn't
gather names to go with the photos as they were to be used to
generically illustrate the article. One photo I took that day was used
on the front cover of the December issue. The subject of the photo was
Private Jake Kovco, who was tragically killed in Irag on 21 April.

I wish to extend my personal condolences to the Kovco family for their
tragic loss and I wish them to know that I shared their outrage at the
subsequent debacle in the repatriation of Jake's remains.

My thoughts also go to the boys at 3RAR who have suffered the loss of
three brothers in little more than a year.

Let's not try to lay blame for what has happened but, for the future, let
us strive to maintain the dignity of our fallen — wherever they are from.

Our guys and girls are doing great work overseas in myriad places.
This issue we visit a couple of them.

The violence and wanton destruction of Honiara's Chinatown in April,
probably and unfortunately overshadowed the excellent work done by
our soldiers, sailors, airmen ond - let's not forget — policemen over the
past necrly three years. But, as explained on page 20, were it not for the
great success of that earlier work, we could have been counting body
bags by the dozen.

Sinai and Cyprus are two small Aussie outposts one could almost
be forgiven for forgetting — but the Forces Advisory Committee on
Entertainment didn't. Our boys and girls were entertained by a
welcomed concert tour of both places (and a few staging posts along the
way). Pages 28-29 shows just a little bit of the colour from this fun tour.

An excellent little report on Op Larry Assist, starting on page 30,
showcases the selfless work of Aussies in uniform turning out to help
neighbours in need - only this time, for a change, it was on home soil.

Our main feature this issue examines why anyone would want to jump
out of a perfectly good airplone! And goes on to outline why Australia
maintains the capacity to conduct ‘vertical invasion'.

Continuing our look at Aussies overseas, pages 44-45 stops in on our
aviation support elements in Afghcanistan as they settle in to a new
routine of high ond dry flying in this cncient desert.

Still overseas, but this time back with the Danish Army (who we visited
lost issue in Iraq), 1st Lieutenant Lars Olesen talks us through the day he
played the part of live target, caught in the middle of a nasty war - this
time in the Balkans.

For all our Special Forces fans, flick straight to page 50 now for a
rundown on an amazing remge of special-purpose vehicles — one of
which could be selected to replace the ubiquitous Land Rover in the role.

We've also got a few prizes for you to take away again this issue. [
know there’s more than a few of you out there who are despercte to get
your hands on one of Don's kettlebells. Well, you better dash to page 58
to find out how you can.

L3
1

J

Briom Hartigom
Monaging Editor
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Qr visit the feedback section on our web site

FRIENDLY FIRE...

ust waonted to say that
CONTACT is looking better and
better as an overall product. I
hope it is working well for you.
Jason, via e-mail

reat mag guys! It's awesome

to see a read which has high-
quality articles, stories and pics
all in one package. I particulerly
enjoy the PT section as I am
currently applying for an officer
position in the Army and pride
myself on physical fitness.

I do have a question for you
though. Do you know which
ADF detachment provides close-
quarter personal protection for
the PM and other Australicm
dignitaries here in Australia and
abroad? Is it the SF or MPs or a
sepcrate unit altogether? Any
help would be great.

Kyle W, via web-site feedback

Close Personal Protection of the
Governor General, PM, visiting
dignitaries and certain foreign
ambassadors is actually provided
by the Australian Federal Police.

Also, general protection and
security for Parliament House,

The Lodge, Kirribilli House,

the Embassy precinct, major
Defence installations and our
major airports is provided by
another arm of the AFP called the
Protective Service — Ed

would just like you to know

that I bought my first CONTACT
mag at issue 8. CONTACT blows
every other military magaozine out
of the water. Your magcazine has
the best range, articles, pictures,
information - the list goes on. I
can't believe [ never bought one
before now. Keep up the great
work. I'm converted.
Sam C, via web-site feedback

used to hate sitting around at

home doing nothing after work
but now, thanks to this great mag,
I finally have some entertainment
and on weekends provides hours
of great reloxing.
‘Ratboy Gunner’, via web-site
feedback

would just like to thank you for
awarding me one of the Call
of Duty games. Opening up the
package and seeing that [ had
actually won something was
the biggest surprise. Keep up the
good work, I con't wait until the
next issue.
Brett McG, via web-site feedback

I received the mag last night
and have just given it a bit of a
read. I must commend you firstly
on publishing that negative letter
[from Kevin R.] and also on your
solid and professional response.
Redally shows the mag can take

it as well as dish it out. The mag
looks great, with an excellent
collection of stories which is of
course great for the many readers
out there. I like how you set out
the forum ‘Backbrief' section and
the poll results down the bottom.
Looks good and I think will boost
the forums and web-site. Don and
Major Travis have again done a
great job on their articles and you
wrote up a great article on ‘the
boss's driver'.

Thomks for another great issue.
Jakub M, via email

he first issue of CONTACT I

purchased was the December
‘05 issue. I would just like to
say that you have a fantastic
magazine, with excellent articles
and an awesome website to
match. I'm currently undergoing
the necessary physical training
to join the RAAF. I thank you for
an excellent magazine and I look
forward to the next instalment.
Peter L, via web-site feedback

As can OOC and ex ARA
plumber /gasfitter with
the Corps of Engineers (army
apprentice, 36" intake), I would
like to take the opportunity to
thank your establishment for the
coverage of the men and women
of the ADF in all thecatres of
operations and at home doing the
hard work in the job of defending
our country and just being there.
They dll need recognition and the
understcmding of their country, of
their life as a patriot.

You're a champ.
Ian G, via email

ust a quick email to say

thanks very much for the
copy I received of "Call Of Duty
2: The Big Red One". It's definitely
the best first-person-shooter I've
played on the PS2 to date.

Also [ just wanted to take the
opportunity to say thanks for the
great job you guy's do with this
mag, it really is the business.
Glen R, via website feedback

‘m happy to say I am the proud
owner of every magazine ever
produced by the CONTACT team.

It's informative and to the point.
The caliber of the stories is very
high, especially those of the WWI
diggers and nurses. The pictures
fectured are fantastic quality.
But, I reckon the game reviews,
which take up the best part of
two pages, should be canned
just like Nobber. In saying that, if
they act as a source of income for
the magazine then by all means,
disregard this comment. [ hope
you keep around for a long time.

Tere T, via website feedback

Subscribe free at www.aussiecombat.com
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eading issue number 9

of CONTACT, I was quite
surprised to read the “Sustained
Burst” from Kevin R. He either
misses the point or has some real /
issues to deal with. S

Kevin, I am a well and truly {
post-pubescent male, as are Jg
most of the male readers I know
who read this magaozine. I am R,
not a "gunna” either, having }
served six years in the Australion
Army Reserve in Infantry.

Firstly, your comments about standing
up a base, though commendable, miss a
fundamental point. In emergency services and
the militory world, to ‘stand up’ is a common
ond stendard term for making a team or
unit available for service. At least within the
ACT and NSW Rural Fire Services, the term or
derivations of it are used cnd expected.

The derogatory comments about the RAAF
and their informality, though humorous in
intent I am sure, are nevertheless demeaning
and insulting. Inter-service rivalry is one thing
— your comments cre entirely another.

Further in your letter you mention the article
"Into Horm’'s Way - Part 2. Strangely, nothing
referring to the initial “Port 1°.

The comments are unfair to CONTACT and, I
feel, reflect a lack of lateral thinking or thinking
outside the square on your part. This magazine
is about redality.

Secondly this is not the first article in the
magazine about the work of private security
firms and freelance protective security details.

The Australion and other defence forces have
seen a major exodus of skilled personnel to
these firms. Also, many former servicemen and
women are heading to these organisctions.

I personally think it is a good thing to be
informing potential servicemen and women
of the risks involved. If that means getting
information from experienced personnel at
“the sharp end” who may be outside of the
forces but nevertheless have the experience
and therefore the mindset (something I con
assure you has not left me 10 years later) of the
Australion servicemaomn /woman.

Yes, some Iraqi (not towel-head thonk you)
driving in his own country has the right to use
the roads. One would also hope he has the
intelligence to know there is an insurgent war
going on.

When dll attempts are made to wave him
off ond he insists on pushing the envelope with
an obviously crmed convoy protecting itself
— maybe discretion would be the greater port
of valour. Under these circumstances I know I
would back off.

As for the comment about the profile of a
‘VIED' - you might waont to do as much research
on that as you did regarding the phrase ‘stond
up'. Even just rereading the article you might
get an idea.

Congratulations CONTACT - excellent
information and commentary. Keep up the
good work.

Travis E, Canberra

Please keep your letters short cnd to the point, to fit more in. The Editor reserves the right to abbreviate and otherwise edit letters for any reason including to make them fit.
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Governor General
of Australia Major
General Michael
Jefferey and Prime
Minister John Howard
joined Chief of the
Defence Force Air
Chief Marshal Angus
Houston and Chief

of Army Lieutenant
General Peter Leahy
in welcoming Western
Australia-based
members of the Special
Forces Task Group
(SFTG) home from
Afghanistan in March.

uring the ceremony at Campbell
Barracks the Governor-General
and Prime Minister praised the
professionalism and courage

of the SFTG members who they said had
operated in an extremely demanding
environment against a resourceful, capable
and tenacious adversary.

Their mission was to assist coalition
forces to destroy Taliban and Al Qaeda
resistance to Afghanistan’s democratically
elected government.The SFTG has been
engaged in dangerous work that is vital
to Afghanistan’s stability and a major
contribution to fighting terrorism.

The dangers faced by the SFTG were
highlighted by the presentation of two
gallantry awards by the Governor General.
A sergeant and a warrant officer class
two, both members of the SASR, were
awarded the Medal for Gallantry for their
outstanding actions, leadership and bravery

BRAVI:

during long and difficult engagements with
anti-coalition militia elements early in their
tours of duty.

The Medal for Gallantry is the third
highest award for gallantry in the Australian
Honours and Awards system.

The SFTG is comprised of soldiers
from SASR, 4th Battalion Royal Australian
Regiment (Commando), Incident Response
Regiment, 1 Commando Regiment and
the Special Operations Combat Services
Support Company. Specialist staff from the
wider Australian Defence Force filled other
roles within the task group. SFTG conducted
a rotation earlier this year and its operations
in Afghanistan will conclude in September.

The identities of the gallantry-award
recipients and full details of the actions
in which they were awarded will not
be publicly released for operational
security reasons. An extract from each
citation reads:

Australian Army
SergeantY
To be awarded the Medal for Gallantry

For Gallantry, as a Patrol Commander, while
under intense Anti-Coalition Militia (ACM)
fire and showing total disregard for his own
safety he manoeuvred forward to recover
a machinegun in order to protect the left
flank and to neutralise enemy fire positions.

During the conduct of an Operation
in southern Afghanistan, an Australian
force was engaged by a numerically
superior ACM element. In the lead up to
the engagement, Sergeant Y was tasked,
by the on-scene commander, to conduct a
foot patrol to clear and secure a potentially
dangerous obstacle in order to facilitate
the safe passage of the Australian patrol.
Whilst conducting this task Sergeant Y
commenced to clear and secure the
south-western sector of a village and
obstacle choke point.

An engagement on the south-eastern
sector of the village and subsequent
contact resulted in the south-western
clearing patrol being separated from the
remainder of the call-sign. Sergeant Y
placed himself in an extremely hazardous
situation whilst under heavy fire to gain
situational awareness and command of his
patrol in order to linkup with the main-force
element.On linking up with the main-
force element Sergeant Y, whilst under fire,
retrieved a machinegun from a tactical
vehicle in order to move to a position to
put effective fire onto ACM positions.This
action turned the balance on the left flank,
enabling the entire Australian element
to regain the initiative. Sergeant Y, with
assistance from another patrol member,
occupied a fire position under extreme
ACM fire with the intent to suppress the
ACM.This action enabled the Australian
element to regain the initiative and was
pivotal in preventing loss of life on the
south-eastern sector of the contact site. It
also enabled further elements to move into
positions to prevent an ACM advance and
to facilitate the withdrawal of the Australian
patrol from the engagement area.

Sergeant Y's actions of gallantry and
disregard for his own safety in order to
reinforce the main-force element, and his
ability to recover a machine gun in order
to suppress the ACM while under fire in

THE BIG PICTURE

extremely hazardous
circumstances, displayed
courage of the highest order
and is in-keeping with the finest
traditions of the Australian Army and
the Australian Defence Force.

Australian Army
Warrant Officer Class Two Z
To be awarded the Medal for Gallantry

For Gallantry, as a patrol commander, while
under intense ACM fire and showing total
disregard for his own safety, attempted

on three occasions to recover a critically
wounded Afghanistan National Army soldier.

During the conduct of an Operation
in southern Afghanistan an Australian
patrol was engaged by a numerically
superior ACM element. In the leadup to
this engagement, WO2 Z was tasked, by
the on-scene commander, to conduct a
foot patrol to clear and secure a potentially
dangerous obstacle in order to facilitate the
safe passage of the Australian patrol. Whilst
conducting this task, WO2 Z commenced
to secure the south-eastern sector of the
obstacle choke point.In doing so, W02 Z
and an Afghanistan National Army soldier,
were engaged by ACM at close range.

This engagement resulted in the critical
wounding of the ANA soldier.The decisive
reaction of WO2 Z contributed to the
early initiation of the ACM ambush which
in turn prevented the remainder of the
Australian element from entering the
ambush killing ground.

The Australian patrol then became
engaged in a sustained-fire fight with the
ACM for several hours. During this time,
WO2 Z made three attempts to recover the
critically wounded ANA soldier whilst still
under extremely heavy fire from numerous
enemy positions. Unfortunately, the
critically wounded ANA soldier died of his
wounds before he could be recovered.

WO2 Z's actions of gallantry and
disregard for his own safety in attempting
to rescue his fallen comrade in extremely
hazardous circumstances displayed courage
of the highest order and is in-keeping with
the finest traditions of the Australian Army
and the Australian Defence Force.

In 2004, another member of the Western
Australia-based SASR was also awarded a

Medal for Gallantry for his actions while on
patrol in Iraq during Operation Falconer.

As reported in CONTACT issue #1, Trooper
X and his colleagues were on a patrol
tasked with clearing an Iraqi installation, to
prevent it being used for the command and
control of theatre ballistic missiles. Trooper
X was the machine gunner in the exposed
.50 calibre machinegun mounting ring in
his patrol vehicle.

“When contact was initiated we found
ourselves screened by other vehicles, which
provided an ideal position to use Javelin
[a newly acquired, man-portable, anti-tank
missile system] ,”Tpr X said.

The enemy force comprised utility
vehicles mounted with machine guns, and
about 20 dismounted infantry, who were
aggressively advancing on the SAS patrol’s
position. During the entire action Trooper X
was under enemy fire.

“Using the vehicle as a stable-firing
platform, | engaged an enemy vehicle,
which was firing a heavy machinegun in our
direction, with a Javelin missile.This vehicle
was destroyed.

“In the interim, | passed the expended
tube to my offsider, who conducted a
reload. As this was occurring | engaged
advancing enemy with the vehicle .50
(calibre) machinegun. Once the Javelin had
been reloaded and handed back to me, |
engaged a second vehicle at a much closer
range.”

The second vehicle was destroyed and,
subsequently, as the patrol closed on the
enemy position, Trooper X engaged a
mortar tube with his sniper rifle, hitting the
tube with his first round and causing the
weapon to explode killing its operators.

During the final stages of the contact,
Trooper X used the Javelin system once
again to engage and destroy, at long range,
a communications building in which enemy
soldiers were located.
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LIVING BREATHING

MASCOT FOR CADETS

Long Tan Compcmy at Royal Militory
College, Duntroon, welcomed a new
member to their fold in April.

Bakkar, an 11-year-old, 190kg Royal
Bengal Tiger, who lives nearby at the
National Zoo and Aquarium, has been
adopted by the cadets as a living
breathing mascot to replace an erstwhile
cardbocrd-cutout replica.

Staff Cadet Luke Boswarva of Perth had
the distinction of feeding the new mascot
for the first time — an honour he won in a
compaony raffle.

Staff Cadet Boswarva said it was a real
thrill to meet Bakkar ond cn honour to be
the first to feed him.

"Having the tiger as our mascot
represents the strength that lies behind
the company, ond having a real tiger
feels very empowering,” he said.

In exchanmge for the honour of adopting
Bakkar, Long Tan Company will dedicate

six Saturday mornings a year to help with |
i maritime, fixed and moving
! targets. It is on cutonomous,

generdl maintenance around the zoo.
National Zoo and Aquarium staff

welcome
a great
bunch of
young
Australions
into the
zoo family.
While
just one
cadet got
to feed
Bakkar on
the first
visit, all
Long Tan
Company

cadets will get their turn to get up close
i and personal with their new mascot.

Long Tan Compcmy is the Sovereign's

i —or lead - Company at RMC, an honour
i won through sport, academic and
i military-skills prowess.

i AUSTRALIA JUMPS

| FOR JASSM

i Lockheed Martin's Joint Air-to-

i Surface Stand-off Missile (JASSM)

i has been selected as the new

i long range air-to-surface missile to
i equip the RAAF's F/A-18 Hornet

i fleet and should be operational

{ by 2009.

Introduction and fitting of

i JASSM to the Hornet marks an
i importont capability upgrade
i for the F/A-18 that could be a
i key enabler for the retirement
! of the F-111.

JASSM will provide the

Royal Australion Air Force
i (RAAF) with the capability to

strike both land-based and

relocateable targets at a stand-off range
i of more tham 200 ncutical miles.

The missile will be equipped with a

i data link to permit position updates on
moving targets or missile retargeting

i after leunch and, with tested and proven
i pinpoint accuracy and a 1000-pound

i warhead, should make it highly effective
{ against a wide range of targets.

A previous option to also equip

AP-3C COrion with the same missile was
i dropped because of overall cost and
i project complexity.

Australia is the first oversecas customer
1 the stealthy wecpon.
Manufacturer Lockheed Martin

i recently upgraded manufacturing

i facilities for JASSM to produce a steady-
i rote 40 missiles per month. The US Air

i Force anticipates purchasing 4900 of the
{ missiles over the life of the program.

THE FIRST SPECIAL-FORCES VARIANT CV-22 OSPREY HAS BEEN DELIVERED TO THE USAF.

PHOTO COURTESY BELL HELICOPTER

OSPREY SPREADS ITS WINGS

A new chapter in US Air Force
aviation opened in Mcarch as the first
operational CV-22 Osprey tilt-rotor
aircraft was delivered.

The aircraft was flown from the
test wing at Edwards Air Force
Base, California by commander Air
Force Special Operations Command
Lieutenant General Michael Wooley
to the 58th Special Operations Wing at
Kirtloand Air Force Base in New Mexico.

Osprey has the unique ability to take
off, lond and hover like a helicopter but
com tilt its propellers fully forward to fly
like a conventional airplane.

This dual capability gives the CV-22
extended range, speed and versctility
over any other special-forces aircraft,
which will allow the USAF to conduct
long-range infiltration and exfiltration

infrared signature of most rotary-
winged circraft.
CV-22 is a special-operations

variont of the MV-22 currently used
by the Marine Corps that differs from

the Marine Corps’ version mainly

in the electronics suite. Unit cost is
currently $89.1 million, however, cost-
reduction initiatives and a multi-year
procurement contract are expected to

significantly reduce this.

Osprey can tramsport 24 combat
troops necrly 4000kms (with in-crir
refueling) or lift up to 20,000 pounds of

internal or external cargo.
The first operational CV-22 unit

is expected to come on line out of
Hurlburt Field, Florida, in 2007 with the
USAF planning to buy 50 of the special-

forces variant over the following
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“HAVEN'T WE MET BEFORE?” - PROUD GRANDMOTHER,
QUEEN ELIZABETH Il GREETS HER GRANDSON 2ND
LIEUTENANT WALES ON HIS GRADUATION PARADE AT
SANDHURST. PHOTO BY CHRIS FLETCHER, BRITISH ARMY

SLE SR SRR R

ROYAL GRADUATION

HRH Prince Harry graduated as a
commissioned officer in the British
Army on 12 April, on a parade
reviewed by his grandmother
the Queen.

He is posted to the Blues and Royals
regiment, a part of the Household
Cavalry. Cornet (2nd Lieutenant
in the Blues and Royals) Wales will
frain to become a troop commander,
eventually serving in an crmoured
reconngcissonce unit ond is expected
to undertake a full range of fraining
ond operational deployments.

The Queen has previously reviewed
graduating parades at Scndhurst
in 1949, 1965, 1985 and 1991.

said workperties of up to 70 fit, young
volunteers would make a real difference
to the zoo and they were delighted to

FLEET MOVEMENTS

>> Commander Malcolm Wise
and the ship’s compony of
ANZAC Class Frigate HMAS
Ballarat were farewelled

by family, friends VIPs and
other well-wishers on 1 March
enroute to the Persian Gulf

for her first tour in the region.
She subsequently took over
duties from HMAS Pcrramatta
protecting Iraqg'’s offshore export
oil terminals.

>> HMAS Parramatta returned
to Sydney on 13 April after
conducting more than 900
individual boat operations,
including 86 boardings and
76 security patrols on her
six-month tour in the Persian
Gulf. She was also involved

in training other coalition
warships as well as the

i precision-standoff ‘cruise’ missile
i designed to destroy high-value,
i well-defended, fixed and

NT AIR-TO.
EQUIP THa T AIR-TO-SURFACE STAND.OFF
ON SCHEDULE. pHOT,

F/A-18FLEET co
UL
OLOCKHEED MaRTiRy -0 F-111

Operation Pakistom Assist — a
medical assistance mission

Iraqi Navy, which involved in the highlands of Kashmir
Iraqi Officers spending following a devastating
considerable time on board. ecrthquake in October

>> Underway replenishment last year.

ship, HMAS Westralia ond
crew were welcomed home
to Fleet Base West for the
last time on 6 April. The
ship, which saw active
service in the first Gulf War,
will be decommissioned

in September. She will be
replaced by HMAS Sirius.

PAKISTAN ASSIST ENDS
All Australion Defence
personnel have returned
home from Pakistan
following the conclusion of

Find, (ike, share at facebook.

Parliomentary Secretary
to the Minister for Defence
Senator Sondy Macdonald
welcomed the last of
the contingent home at
Townsville Airport on 9 April.

“These soldiers have saved
many lives, formed valuable
links with the people of
Pakiston and even helped

deliver three babies,” he said.

"It has been a great
example of the ADF
performing at its absolute
finest. Australioms can be

(M Tube]

proud of the efforts of all
personnel involved.”

iNDIAN ARMY BUYING BiG
Textron's Bell 407 helicopter
ond the Eurocopter AS 350B3
hawve been short listed for on
Indicn Army requirement for
light utility helicopters.

The army intends to buy
a total 197 helicopters in a
deal worth US$500 to $600
million. The first 60 will be
bought outright with the
remainder to be built under
license locally.

The new helicopters will
replace the Army Aviation
Wings' ageing fleet of Allouette
IIs and IIIs, some of which will
be upgraded.

[©issuu
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missions.

The dircraft is 75 per cent quieter,
can fly higher and has one-tenth the

CLOTHES TO BIiTE THE

BULLET

A CSIRO-led lightweight ballistic
armour project is applying

a number of new ceramic

and composite materials cnd
fabrication technologies to
produce lightweight, low-cost,
high-performcmce helmet and
body armour for Australia’s
Defence personnel.

The Lightweight Ballistic
Armour project is a
collaborative arrangement
between the Depcrtment of
Defence, Australion Defence
Apparel, CSIRO and the
Victoricm Centre for Advonced
Materials Monufacturing of
Deakin University.

10 years. The Marine Corps requires
425 aircraft while the Navy and Army
are also evaluating its potential.

Parliomentary Secretary
to the Minister for Defence,
Senator Semdy Macdonald,
who recently withessed a
demonstration of the new
ballistic material, scid,

“We are constantly striving
to introduce new capabilities
that will reduce the burden
on our soldiers and allow
them to operate more
etffectively and safely,

and this development shows
promise in that direction”.

MiAS COULD BE FOUND
The Australion Government
has approved a grant of
$37.500 for Operation Aussies
Home to secrch for the likely
burial sites of two Australicn

Subscriﬁefree at VVWW.[ILlSS’iGCOH’lEﬂtCOH]

soldiers killed in action in
Vietnom.

Lance Corporal Richard
Parker and Privcate Peter
Gillson were killed during
fighting between A Company
1RAR and Vietcong forces in
Bien Hoa province in 1965.
Heavy enemy fire at the time
meant the bodies could not
be recovered.

HiIGH ACHIEVERS
No. 36 Squadron was
welcomed home in April from
its most recent deployment
to the Middle East Area of
Operations.

This marked the successful
completion of its second
rotation through the theatre

In 1991 she presented new Colours
to the Academy.

and included operations in
both Irag ond Afghcmistom
in support of Australian cnd
Codlition Forces.

To date, the C130
detachments from No.86
Wing (of which 36 Squadron
is part) have achieved more
than 1100 missions and
moved in excess of
2.1 million kgs of cargo.

The unit's deployment
also included support
to the redeployment of
Australioan SASR personnel in
Afghanistcm.

Upon return, the squadron
was handed the keys to new
headquarters buildings it
will share with 37 Squadron
at RAAF Base Richmond.
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OLD FAITHFUL LOSESYOUNG DIGGER

SOLDIER KILLED ON

ACTIVE

SERVICIEE

On 22 April, Chief of Army Lieutenant General
Peter Leahy had the very sad duty to report the
first death of an Australian soldier serving with the
Operation Catalyst Security Detachment (SECDET)
in Baghdad.

Private Jacob ‘Jake’ Bruce Kovco was killed by a
single gunshot to the head in what is believed to be
on accidental discharge of an Australicm weapon
on the afternoon of 21 Apiril.

The soldier was taken to a United States military
hospital close by where he later died surrounded
by his mates, draped in an Australion flag, with a
paratrooper’s beret on his chest, as his mates said
the Lord's Prayer.

Full details of the incident were not immediately
available, though officials said it was not related
to combat action, and a full investigation had
been launched.

Jake Kovco was born in Melbourne and grew
up in Victoria. He enlisted in the Australiom Regular
Army on 26 March 2002.

After successfully completing the recruit training
course at Kapooka, he was selected for the Infantry
Corps and wass posted to the School of Infantry,
Singleton in May 2002.

Jake completed infantry basic training cnd
was selected for service in the 3rd Battalion, the
Royal Australian Regiment (3RAR) — known as
Old Faithful — Australia’s only parachute infantry
battalion.

At 3RAR he served in a range of positions as
a rifleman, heavy weapons operator cnd was a
member of the highly trained sniper section.

He was photographed by CONTACT magazine
in October 2005 while engaged on his sniper’s
course and appeared on the front cover of the
magazine in December.

He was a highly qualified soldier who had
completed a number of specialist courses in his four
years of service. He deployed to Iraqg as a member
of the Security Detachment (SECDET) in Baghdad
in March 2006.

The SECDET consists of around 110 personnel
who provide protection and escort for Australion
Defence and Government personnel working in
Baghdad.

During his time in Baghdad, Private Kovco
demonstrated high levels of devotion to duty and
professionalism. He was a valued team memlber
and is sorely missed, not only for his skills and
professionalism, but also as a mate and comrade.

He was married to Shelley and was a proud
father of two young children, Tyrie and Alona.

Unfortunately, an embarrassing chain of events
mecrared the return of Private Kovco's body to
Australia. His remains were somehow mixed up
with another person in Kuwait and the wrong coffin
was initially brought to Australia.

It wasn't until Saturday 29 April — 2 days behind
schedule - that Private Kovco's family could

@ properly commence the grieving process.

The Elite Force

We understand the demands of military use.
That’s why our tritium illuminated watches deliver
the ultimate in durability and performance in the
most extreme conditions.
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Direction finding with the

SILVA System is as easy

as 1-2-3. It's a proved and tested system in
war and is used by the armed forces of USA,
Canada, Great Britain, Germany, France,
Norway, Sweden and Australia. Oil-damped,
shockproof, waterproof and a 2-year warranty
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to quality.
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HOME-GROWN CORVETTE
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Western Australia’s Austal Ships has
released details of its new multi-mission
surface combatant known as the
Multi-Role Corvette (MRC) — a vessel
adopting the scme trimarcn hullform
as that designed by Austal for the US
Navy'’s Littoral Combat Ship progrom.

While it is only 72m long and has
a beam of just 19m, the MRC has a
relatively large multi-use mission deck
that is 36ém long by 16m wide. The
mission deck is an open area which
would enable the vessel to undertake
a variety of roles across a broad
spectrum of operational scenarios,
including armed patrol of maritime
borders, anti-submarine warfare,
commoand ond control, humanitariomn
relief and at-sea replenishment.

The mission deck is accessed by
two large doors aft, with access for
vehicles and troops via a fold-up ramp.
The ramp is strong enough and the
doors large enough to allow all of
the Australicn Army’s armoured
vehicles (M113, ASLAV, Bushmaster)

bar the new M1A1 Abrams P §

tamk to drive on ond drive off at
wharf facilities.

A 22m-long by 13.8m-wide
aft flight deck con support the
operation of a helicopter of up
to Seahawk /MRH 90 size. A one-
aircraft hangar is also provided to
allow the extended embarkation
of integral helicopter support. Two
7.2m rigid hull inflatable boats are
carried on davits at port cnd to

starbocard for boarding perties and the
tramsport of special forces tecms ashore.

The MRC has a 250 tonne
deadweight and is able to reach

speeds of 35 knots. Typical maximum

range is around 3000 nautical miles.
A 3m draught allows the MRC to
opercte in the confined cnd shallow
waters so prevalent cacross the
Asia-Pacific region.

Unit price for an MRC would be
well below the A$100 million mark,
which is cheap as chips in the naval
shipbuilding scene.

BUILT FOR SPEED AND
FLEXIBILITY — MULTI-ROLE
CORVETTE FROM AUSTAL

b e

GAINST IEDS

G-CLLASS SURVIVEES
IED HITS

The Mercedes-Benz G-Class 4x4

- strong contender for the Australion
Army’s generadl service vehicle
replacement program, Project
Overlander - is proving itself in the
world's hotspots against the threat of
improvised explosive devices (IED).

On offer to Australia to replace
the venerable Land Rover Perentie
4x4 and 6x6 fleet, the armoured
version of the G-Class has saved
the lives of crews and passengers
during incidents involving IED blasts
in Afghaniston ond Iraq, according
to reports from the Canadian and
Norwegicn defence departments.

Canada, which operates more
thon 1100 G-Class (the Canadion
Army calls it G-Wagon) including
cround 100 fitted with the add-on
Armour Protection System (APS),
has been using the vehicle in
Afghaomnistam since 2004. In the past
eight months or so, insurgents have
attacked Canadion Army patrols
mounted in G-Class vehicles with
[EDs, no less than three times. Ecch
time the occupaonts have walked
away with minor injuries.

In one attack in February this
year, a G-Class travelling in
convoy had its whole front end
torn off in the blast, but the crew
compartment — encased in the APS
- remained intact.

In Iraqg, a Norwegicm Army
patrol was hit recently by a
roadside IED. The crew, travelling
in a short-wheelbase upcrmoured
G-Class, survived the blast with only
minor injuries.

The APS, which adds cround
500kg to the all-up weight of the
vehicle, is designed so that it is
virtually impossible to distinguish
cn unarmoured G-Class from one
fitted with the APS kit.
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Our wounded have done their part for Australia, they have given their best. Thousands have wounds, some you can see and some you can’t.

It is now Australia’s turn to look after them, please give generously and make a difference in our wounded warriors lives.

@ SoldierOnAustralia

@ @SoldierOnAust
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The RAAF will acquire up to four new
Boeing C-17 Globemaster III heavy-
lift aircraft and associcted equipment
in a fast-tracked acquisition project
cnnounced on 3 March.

Defence Minister Brendom Nelson
said the C-17 was the only aircraft
currently in production that had
a proven capability to meet ADF
operational commitments, in
Australia, the region and globally
ond was selected for its ability to
meet the needs of the ADF over the
next 30 years.

“C-17 has four times the carrying
capacity of the RAAF C-130
Hercules,” Dr Nelson said.

“This aircraft has the load
capacity and range that will allow
the ADF to rapidly deploy troops,
combat vehicles, helicopters and
heavy equipment including the
MI1A1 Abrams Tonk. Each C-17
has the capacity to transport five

BIG BEAST - C-17 GLOBEMASTER Il
WILL SOON FILL AUSSIE SKIES.
PHOTO BRIAN HARTIGAN

Bushmaster infantry vehicles,
or three Tiger helicopters.”

The minister scid the fleet will
give Australia a new Responsive
Global Airlift capability, significantly
enhancing the ADF's ability to
support national and international
operations, and major disaster rescue
ond relief efforts.

As the C-17 aircraft is currently
in production, the first aircraft is
expected to be delivered as early as
this year with the balance of the fleet
to be delivered by mid 2008, giving
the ADF the operating capability it
needs within a short time-frame.

Acquisition of the C-17
Globemaster III - estimarted at up
to $2 billion — will also provide
significant opportunity for our
aerospace industry, with Boeing
proposing an Australicm Industry
Capability progrom valued at
$345m over the life of the aircrart.

LAND 17 STEPS CILOSER

The Government has provided first-pass

approval for the replacement of Army’s |
i total cost of between $450 million omd

current 105mm and 155mm artillery
pieces with new, more capable,
artillery systems under a project
known as LAND 17.

Defence will now develop the project
which will invest in artillery systems
with longer range, improved precision,
and better crew protection.

Options for replacing the current
towed artillery pieces include a mix
of protected self-propelled artillery
systems, and lightweight towed
crtillery systems.

As an additional benefit, the
project will also examine advanced
high precision munitions ond a
networked command ond fire-control
system.

LAND 17 will provide combined-
arms battlegroups with improved
firepower, extended range, grecter
mobility and greater accuracy.

The new system is expected to enter
service over the period 2011-2013 at a

$600 million.
Once in service, the new artillery

! pieces will be used to re-equip units
based in Darwin, Townsville, Brisbane
i ond the Combined Arms Training
Centre at Puckapunyal, Victoria.

Find, like, share at facebook.

NEW SERVICE AWARDS
ANNOUNCED

Australia will recognise the service

of more than one million current

and former military personnel with
the issue of a new Australioan Defence
Medal (ADM) recognising o
minimum commitment of four

year's Defence service.

Anyone who served in the crmed
forces of Australia since WWII cnd
completed at least four year's service
(with some exceptions) are eligible
to apply.

Minister for Veterans' Affairs Bruce
Bilson said this medal was an important
tribute to those who had given so much
for our country.

‘T encourage all those eligible, to
submit applications and supporting
evidence as soon as possible to receive
the recognition they deserve,” he said.

Informattion ond application forms
are available at www.defence.gov.
au,/dpe/dpe_site /honours_awards/
ond from RSLs and other ex-service
orgamniscrtions or phone 1800 111 321.

The Government anticipctes there
are in the order of about 1,000,000
Australions entitled to apply.

>> Meanwhile, the Chief of Army has
cannounced cn Army Combat Badge
to recognise soldiers, maile or female,
who engage in warfighting against cn
armed enemy on watlike operations.

With similar design cmd qualifying
criteria to the Infomtry Combcat Badge,
the new award will recognise, for
the first time, the fact that soldiers
other than infontry are increasingly
exposed armed aggression. The award
will be initially back dated to the
commencement of the Al Muthanna
Task Group and may e made
retrospective for Somalia, Rwenda, East
Timor and other theatres.

Coincidently (or otherwise?) the ACB
was ennounced in November 2005
following the instigation of a similcr
combat award in the US Army in May.
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The sterling work accomplished by the AF P-led
Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands
suffered a setback in April as political tensions
turned violent and left Honiara’s Chinatown

all-but reduced to ashes.

é ISLAND RIOTS
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eventeen police were injured

in the initial rioting - two, who
suffered broken bones, required
‘ repatriation to Australia for
medical treatment.

But, as AFP Commissioner Mick Keelty
pointed out, were it not for the earlier
removal of thousands of guns from the
streets of the capital, we could certainly
have been counting dead bodies instead of
broken bones or burned buildings.

In response to the violence - as it has
done in the past — Townsville’s rapid
deployment group, called the Ready
Company Group (RCG), was deployed
within 24 hours and - as in the past - had
an instant calming effect on the streets.

About the same time, more than 80
additional Australian Federal Police officers
were also dispatched onboard a charter
flight out of Brisbane.

The initial deployment of approximately
110 infantry soldiers drawn from the 1st
Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment (1RAR),
based at Lavarack Barracks in Townsville
was augmented within 48 hours by a
further 110 soldiers from Sydney-based
3RAR.

After arriving in Honiara, the soldiers set
to work supporting the Royal Solomon
Islands Police and the RAMSI Participating
Police Force, conducting patrols in and
around Honiara.

They were highly trained and well

Find, like, share ar facebook.

equipped to react to a wide range of
contingencies at short notice but, thankfully,
were not required to use lethal force.
The deployment in April reinforced the
60-strong military force from Australia,
New Zealand, Tonga and Papua New
Guinea already on the ground as part
of the regional assistance mission — the
strengthened military presence provided
support to the local and international police
forces, who are ultimately responsible for
enforcing the rule of law across the islands.
Royal Australian Air Force Boeing 707 and
Hercules aircraft also provided support to
the movement of Australian troops, and the
return of Australian nationals and others
from Honiara, while two Royal Australian
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3RAR, DIED AFTER FALLING#
DOWN AN ABANDONED
MINE SHAFT"WHILE ON

Navy patrol boats adding another,
somewhat symbolic level of support in
the capital’s harbour.

The deployment of the RCG, while
initially to quell rampant and wanton
destruction in the capital and to prevent it
spreading to other centers, was aimed at
ensuring the ongoing success of RAMSI in
improving law and order in the Solomon
Islands and preventing the country sliding
out of control.

Contrary to earlier, low-profile
philosophies covering the use of military
assets in Solomon Islands, ADF personnel
this time around were ensuring they were
highly visible on the streets of the capital
- a philosophy that was said to be acting
as a strong deterrent to potential trouble

PATROI
AND PRO

makers and had an almost immediate
calming effect on the general populace.

The Australian Defence Force’s
contribution to the Australian-led
Regional Assistance Mission to the
Solomon Islands is called Operation
Anode.

RAMSI’s assistance to the country,
aimed at restoring law and order and
preventing the country becoming a ‘failed
state) is known as Operation Helpem
Fren and includes judicial, financial and
administrative assistance and guidance as
well as the more visible police presence.

Both operations began under the
RAMSI umbrella on 24 July 2003.

Since RAMSI began, thousands of
firearms (many of them high-powered,

Find, like, share at facebook.  You @B

i thousands of rounds of ammunition
i have been removed from the streets

i abandoned mine shaft while on patrol in
i March 2004 and Protective Service Officer

IN MARCH 2008
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military weapons) and hundreds-of-

and destroyed. AlImost 7000 people
have been arrested and nearly 10,000
charges laid.

One Australian soldier and one
Australian Federal Police member have
died on the mission. Private Jamie
Clark, 3RAR, died after falling down an

Adam Dunning was shot in an ambush

just before Christmas the same year.
Since the riots in April, several people,

including elected officials, have been

arrested and charged in relation to

the violence.
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7 GAMES SECURITY

level of support that we need to provide
in cooperation with our Victorian
Government partners.”

Defence’s support to the Commonwealth
Games was known as Operation Acolyte
from the Greek word for ‘helper’ or ‘assistant’
and was chosen to symbolise Defence’s
supporting role.

Strategic planning for the operation
began in Canberra in 2003, and in February
2005 a dedicated team of 17 people was
established at Victoria Barracks, Melbourne,
to continue detailed planning.

Operation Acolyte involved around

COMMONWEALTH

While a massive world-
wide audience enjoyed
the opening ceremony
of the Melbourne 2006
Commonwealth Games
— the ADF was involved
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in its own record-
breaking performance.

T

nder the guise of Operation

Acolyte, 1000 members of Joint

Task Force 636 patrolled the skies,

land and waters of Melbourne
while others assisted with ceremonial and
general support to help ensure the Games
were safe, secure and successful.

F/A-18 aircraft patrolled the night sky as
tactical assault troops stood to. More troops
remained at high readiness, prepared to
support police and emergency services
across the city.

Commander Operation Acolyte Brigadier
Andrew Smith said he was pleased with
how the task had been accomplished
without any impact on the spectacle and
grandeur of the opening night.

“I'm proud of how our people are
working together,” Brigadier Smith said.

“Given the complexity of the operation
and the force composition, they have
performed as a remarkably seamless team.
The ability of the three services and our
civilian partners to work together has
allowed things to go along very smoothly.”

He said that although the size of the ADF
contingent committed to the 2000 Sydney
Olympics was larger, he believed that this
was the first time the ADF had provided this
combination of complex assets on this scale
under a single task-force command.

“We are working in a post-9/11 world
and, while Operation Gold was a bigger-
sized force, there is now an additional
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2600 Australian Defence Force personnel
from across the three services, performing
a range of specialist roles, from the all-
important security function to ceremonial
and general support.

The troops were accommodated at,
and worked out of existing Defence
establishments in and around Melbourne,
including; Simpson Barracks, Watsonia;
Maygar Barracks, Broadmeadows;

RAAF Williams, Laverton, and Point Cook
as well as from Victoria Barracks in
Melbourne itself.

About 1200 Defence personnel directly
assisted Victoria Police with searching
venues, operating vehicle checkpoints,
responding to bomb threats and clearing
any underwater parts of venues and events.
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An Australian Defence Force Tactical
Assault Group with appropriate support
including Blackhawk helicopters was on
standby throughout the games.

Maritime and air assets, including ships
and aircraft with the capacity to intercept
vessels at sea and to divert aircraft were

available to counter specific threats which,

thankfully, did not arise.

But it wasn't all about security. Within
the ADF’s overall support package was
a fair emphasis on ceremonial support
in the form of band support and a
ceremonial training team.The Royal
Australian Navy Band Detachment, HMAS
Cereberus; the Australian Army Band,
Watsonia; and the Royal Australian Air
Force Central Band, Laverton provided
musical support in the form of concerts
and (recorded) national anthems for
medal ceremonies.

Another team of 12 ceremonial
experts trained M2006 volunteers on
the conduct and protocols of flag and
medal ceremonies, to assist volunteers in
feeling confident about their very public
ceremonial duties during the Games.

Defence also provided expert personnel
to assist organisers in running and
maintaining vital radio communication
networks at venues and public sites.

Brigadier Smith said the best part of his
command during the games was being
able to get out and visit the troops under
his command.

“I could sense their anticipation and
see the thoroughness of their training,
and it was great to see it all come
together.| could share their enthusiasm,
and their eagerness to move into the
mission,” he said.

While his team remained focused on
their task, Brigadier Smith hoped the
people in Melbourne had little cause to
notice them.

“While security was 95 per cent of our
task, it's important to remember that the
Commonwealth Games was not a security
operation - it was a sporting carnival
and cultural event that was based on
friendship across the Commonwealth.

“That's what we want people to
remember about the Games. So, while we
were working, | hope people focused on
enjoying the them.”

With the Commonwealth Games now
over and no adverse headlines splashed
across the front pages of the world, the
Australian Defence Force, the Victoria
Police, the Australian Federal Police and
the myriad other agencies who worked
together to ensure the games went on
successfully and securely have packed up
and simply moved on to the next job with
little fuss or fanfare — and we thank them
for a job well done.

\

Four years of training paid off for
one Army Reserve soldier at the
Commonwealth Games. Brigadier
Bruce Scott, Commander 11 Brigade
in Townsville, won a gold medal

in the Full Bore Rifle Individual
competition in a white-knuckle
finish. Brigadier Scott was in second
place before the final shoot at

1000 yards, but managed to aim
true and beat Englishman Parag
Patel by one point (Scott: 403.57
points, Patel: 402.57 points). He also
won Silver in the Open Full Bore
Rifle Pairs competition, with partner
James Corbett.
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FORCES ADVISORY COUNCIL ON
ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINERS
VISIT SINAI

PHOTOS BY MANDI MELDRUM, AFP

Led by country singing legend James
Blundell, cnother entertainment
tfroupe winged its way oversedas

in Mcarch