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G

reetings one and all, and welcome to the second issue of
CONTACT Air, Land and Sea.
In our cover story this issue we go to sea with the Royal Australian Navy and find out what it’s like to leave the relative safety of one
ship and try to clamber aboard another – while on the move – and why
you would want to do such a dangerous thing in the first place.
Back on dry land and, as we correctly predicted last issue, with
Australia about to acquire Abrams tanks from the US, we invited Simon
Pointer back to ask and answer the pertinent question, “Why does
Australia need a tank anyway?”
We also revisit some old stomping grounds as Wayne Cooper
continues his very personal tour of Somalia. This has proven to be a very
popular segment and, I’m pleased to report, that it is set to continue as a
series for some time.
Still in Africa and to mark the 10th anniversary of the worst genocide
since WWII, we take a look at what happened in Rwanda when the
world turned a blind eye to the mass murder of an estimated 800,000
people in 100 days.
On the home front, Anzac Day has come and gone for another year
and I am pleased to commend to you a fine article on page 18, by Sean
Burton and Full Frame photographer Jason Weeding who spent their
Anzac Day in the heart of Australia – Alice Springs.
I could think of no more fitting place to send a CONTACT team, except
of course, Gallipoli itself, where the Anzac legend was baptised with fire.
How ironic, however, that Gallipoli is now deemed too dangerous for
the men and women who wear the military uniform of today’s Australian Defence Force – banned from visiting the birthplace of the legend
that sets them apart on the world stage.
“Those who have made this pilgrimage here today… are sending a
powerful message that the spirit of Anzac is alive and well and will not
be defeated.”
So said Defence Minister Robert Hill at the dawn service in Gallipoli.
It’s just a pity there were no off-duty Defence members there to hear him
say it.
CONTACT didn’t miss out altogether, however, thanks to Sergeant Troy
Rodgers who, in an official capacity, captured a brilliant and emotional
set of images, a selection of which you’ll find starting on page 45.
‘Till next time, keep your head down.

Brian Hartigan, Editor

VBS1™ is available for purchase from our on-line store at:

http://www.vir tualbattlespace.com
Copyright © 2004 Bohemia Interactive Studio. All Rights Reserved.
"VBS1"™ is a trademark of Bohemia Interactive Studio.

http://www.vbsr esour ces.com

vbs@bistudio.com

Phone: 02-49821741

CONTACT

7

Got something to say? Then write to us at CONTACT
Air ,Land & Sea, PO Box 897, Dickson, ACT 2602,
AUSTRALIA or email: editor@militarycontact.com

HARD TO PUT DOWN

I purchased your magazine last week and read
a little each night. I bought the magazine initially
for my son who collects fighter and military aircraft and one day would like to join the Air Force
to become a pilot. Being only 10 years old and
having a dream, I will certainly try to keep the
dream alive for him with any information and
material that will help him reach his goal.
In saying that, I found your magazine fantastic, and very interesting – hard to put down each
night when finally deciding to retire. Your articles
and stories were great and placed [my] imagination on cruise control as they were described by
the people who lived the [experience].
But there was one story that really touched
home, that of Richard Warne, a courageous but
sad story of a hero who befell a tragic end. Why
it touched home is because I live in Maryborough, home of many diggers who served in all
the wars Australia has served in. Can’t wait for
your next issue and I am sure that this magazine
is going to be a success for you for there is no
other that is such great reading.
Alex Romanov, Maryborough

FOR NON-ABSORBANT USES

Firstly, let me congratulate you and the team
on a very impressive first edition. I enjoyed the
magazine immensely, particularly the piece on
Op Solace through the crew commander’s eyes.
The magazine has a pleasant feel, with the
weight of paper you are using, and the layout
is very comfortable to read (you’ll note I did not
use Ashley Roach’s usual praise, “Thoroughly
absorbent, and soft”).
One criticism – I do not want to cut out the
subscription form and ruin the title page of the
Somalia story! That aside (I have photocopied the
relevant form and dispatched it to you) let me
reiterate my opening remarks; congratulations
– it is great to see a publication such as this on
the news stands promoting the excellent work
done, past, present and future, by the Australian
Defence Force.
The magazine is especially welcome given
the high standard of independent writing and
illustration, and I eagerly await future editions.
MG, Baghdad

LEGIONNAIRE EMPATHY

I’m an Australian para serving in the Foreign
Legion, 2nd Foreign Parachuite Regiment,
Support Company, Recon Pl (2 REP, CEA, SRR).
By chance, I read your article on the Aussie’s
experiences during instruction. I also happen
to serve in the same company as three men
pictured in the section photo.
I think I can safely say that no Legionnaire
enjoys the time they spend at Castlenaudary,
either as an EV (engage volontaire) or on a
promotion or specialist course. However, life in
the Legion starts once you are effected into a
regiment.
I understand why he left, though, if he had
stayed he could have been deployed to the Ivory
Coast (op Licorne) or various other interesting ops.
He was right about one thing – it’s not an easy
life and it doesn’t get any easier, however the
handful of Aussies here are professional and
doing a good job. Congratulations on a great
magazine (I’ll get my family to post me a copy).
Mark J, 2 REP

SNAP-HAPPY READERS

First off I would like to congratulate you on the
first issue of CONTACT. I want to say that I love
the magazine and bought it the first chance I got.
The layout and information is amazing and I will
most definitely be happy to pay a subscription
fee for the two years. I was a subscriber to another magazine and you have got me converted.
The visuals are absolutely stunning and I have
informed all my other collector friends of your
magazine to buy it at the first chance they get.
Once again congratulations.
Will there be a readers’ pic corner where we
can submit pictures for future issues?
Sean Batson, Adelaide
P.S. We run a website called Groundpounder
HQ. We collect 1:6 scale highly detailed military
miniatures – http://pub157.ezboard.com/
bgroundpounderhq
Sean, we are currently developing our own web
site, which will feature areas where people such
as yourself can send pictures, stories and info on
your own activities, for publishing on the World
Wide Web. And of course, if submissions are sufficiently interesting and well presented, they will
most definitely be considered for publication in
hard copy.
Our web site is www.militarycontact.com
Thanks for converting. I hope we can keep your
loyalty through maintaining the quality and
variety. Ed.

THE GOOD BAD AND UGLY

Good work on the first issue! It was a very
enjoyable read. Just thought I’d give some
feedback to such a promising publication.
Good points:
Good, glossy presentation. Really catches the
eye and looks the business. Great pictures.
Very practical. None of the crap that you’d
see in foreign military-genre publications (that
is, no semi-attractive female models in gucci
bloody accessories for soldiers).
Loved the articles! Especially the French
Foreign Legion, Aust Commandos, The Light
Horse ...well, all of them actually! A great mix
of current news, future propositions, and history
of our great defence force. Great to read about
the recent contributions of the ADF in Somalia.
Not-so-good point:
Not sure about the “Nobber goes to ground”
story. Bit odd.
Summary: Great looking mag, full of useful
information that is presented in an easy way to
read with lots of pics to show your mates and go,
“Check this one out!” Good work!
Sapper Hamish Goddard, Melbourne

°
°
°

°

LAND (ROVER) LUBBER

Just writing to compliment you on your fantastic
new magazine CONTACT Air, Land and Sea.
As a civilian, I find it very important to keep up
to date with the Australian Military involvement
in protecting our country.
My interests in the military generate from my
passion in restoring ex Australian Army Landrovers, of which I currently own three. Not just a
hobby, but a social experience with other collectors across the country, who collect and respect
ex Australian military equipment, preserving
it for future generations. I have many exciting
years ahead of vehicle restoration, being that I
am only 23 years old.
Once again, congratulations on a fantastic
effort in your new magazine and best wishes for

FEEDBACK
the future and developments.
Chris Cullen, Bundaberg

NOT SO SMUDGY

Congratulations on the first issue of CONTACT.
If this is the quality to come, you look like being
around for quite a while.
Only one suggestion, if you don’t mind?
Change the smudgy print. It’s a little hard to
focus on.
I do have one question. Do the contributors
have to be in the military or an ex like me?
Ken Wright
Ken, thanks for the feedback. We’ll consider
contributions from anyone. Our basic
requirement is that stories should be of general
military interest, be well written and have highquality supporting photos (free from copyright
problems) available. We must warn intending
contributors, however, that competition for space
in CONTACT is already very high, therefore your
stories and photos need to be sufficiently strong to
beat off competition. Please contact us to discuss
your ideas before launching into a frantic spate
of writing.

SWIFTLY STRUCK

May I first of all congratulate you on an excellent
first edition of CONTACT magazine.
I was particularly drawn to the article on 4RAR
which I found to be well written and informative.
I was, however, disappointed with some
omissions and inaccuracies regarding my unit,
the 1st Commando Regiment. Firstly, you quite
rightly identified that the reserve companies were
raised in 1955 without actually acknowledging
that these companies were 1 and 2 Commando
Company of the 1st Commando Regiment. They
still exist today and we proudly celebrate our
50th anniversary of service to special forces as
the oldest Australian Special Forces unit, in 2005.
You quite rightly acknowledge the Commando
Regiment’s contribution to the raising of SASR
but omitted that the unit also contributed to
the raising of the 4RAR Commando capability.
Indeed in 2003, 25 per cent of Commandoqualified soldiers joining 4 RAR came from 1st
Commando Regiment.
Additionally, 43 1st Commando Regiment
soldiers deployed with 4RAR to East Timor.
Your article recognised that 1st Commando
Regiment’s Simpson Platoon (named for Ray
Simpson) was the precursor to the SFDRS. The unit
is also conducting this unique scheme this year.
Finally the unit’s Signal Squadron designator is
301 not 330.
I raise these issues not as a complaint but as
feedback.
I also note that your first edition includes no
articles on Reserve units. As such I would like
to extend to you or your contributing writers
the invitation to do a piece on 1st Commando
Regiment – the premier Reserve unit in the
Australian Army. I would be happy to host a
writer/photographer on any given exercise or
training event in either Melbourne or Sydney
or provide a piece ourselves with a follow-up
telephone interview.
I look forward to hearing from you, and once
again, congratulations on your debut.
Lieutenant Colonel Anthony John
1st Commando Regiment
Anthony, your observations are duly noted and we
extend apologies for the error. We look forward to
accepting your kind invitation.
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MILITARY NEWS

BRITS
UNDER FIRE
IN BASRA
Despite this dramatic
picture taken during
a recent Public
demonstration the British
Soldier, one of 13 hurt, was
not seriously injured.
Major Tim Smith Military
spokesman in Basrah, said
the soldiers injured in the
attacks were recovering
well.
“The lack of burns
injuries highlights that
all our personnel were
correctly equipped and
trained to deal with this
situation.”
“Thankfully none of
the soldiers is in a lifethreatening condition. I
want to commend their
restraint under enormous
pressure in dealing with the
situation with the minimum
of force.”
In response to petrol
bombs and improvised
explosive devices being
thrown, British Army
personnel fired a number
of baton (plastic 40mm)
rounds in self defence.

TIGER TAKES
FLIGHT
Australia’s first Tiger
production helicopter
performed its maiden flight
at Eurocopter’s Marignane
plant on 20 February.
The 50-minute flight
gave the test pilot Jacques
Larra and test engineer
Bernard Jansonnie the opportunity to check that all

10
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systems were operating correctly and to check out the
complete flight envelope.
This plus one other
French-built airframe
will be delivered to the
Australian Army by the
end of this year.

NAVY FLICKS MAPS
Western Australian
company Nautronix has

signed a $6.2 million
contract with Defence that
will see Australian warships
and submarines move from
paper-based to electronic
navigation.
The new systems will
be fitted to bridges and
operations rooms to
electronically plan, monitor
and record voyages. They
will display electronic

charts developed by a
variety of organisations
including the Australian
Hydrographic Service.
The first systems will be
delivered next year.

HALO GETS TRUCKS
HALO (Hazardous Areas
Life-support Organisation)
the mine clearing charity
has been donated 12 DAF

45 armoured trucks by the
UK Ministery of Defence for
use in Kosovo.
Since 1999 the MOD has
donated 100 surplus vehicles as part of a ongoing
program.
HALO has over 5,500
mineclearers in nine countries and is a non-political,
non-religious NGO which
specialises in the removal of

the debris of war.
To date, it had cleared moe
than 1.6 million landmines and other unexploded
ordnance.

BATTLEFIELD
COMMS UPGRADE
Tenders for a Battlespace
Communication System
(Land) project worth $97
million, which closed last

month, offered opportunities for industry to provide
communications systems
from small hand-held radios
to larger vehicle mounted
communications equipment
for both the Army and
Air Force. The contract is
part of a major program to
enhance the ADF’s digital
communications systems. It
is planned that the project

HUNTERS’
NEST
Australia’s $3 billion Airborne Early Warning and Control

(AEW&C) Wedgetail aircraft have a new home ready and
waiting for them in, appropriately, the Hunter region.
To be headquartered at Williamtown near Newcastle, the
Wedgetail will be operated by the RAAF’s re-formed No. 2
Squadron.
The opening of the new hanger facilities is the first stage
of a $149 million redevelopment of RAAF Base Williamtown.
Defence Minister Robert Hill said the Wedgetail would
enhance Australia’s combat capability through leading-edge
air and maritime surveillance.
Wedgetail is named after Australia’s Wedgetail Eagle for its
acute vision, wide range and long endurance.
If delivered on schedule, the first two aircraft will be
handed over to the RAAF in November 2006.

AUSTRALIA’S
SKYNET
Defence has signed a $114 million contract with Boeing

Australia to deliver a new air defence command and control
system that will provide the ADF with the capability to
support national surveillance and the air defence of Australia
from operations centres at RAAF Bases Williamtown and
Tindal.
“Vigilare” will consolidate information from a variety
of sources such the Jindalee Operational Radar Network
(JORN), AEW&C aircraft, civil and military microwave radars,
fighter and maritime patrol aircraft, Royal Australian Navy airwarfare-capable ships and various intelligence sources.
It will provide high-tech communication facilities to
enable ADF commanders to command and control widely
dispersed air, sea and ground assets and will be networked
with other ADF and allied surveillance and combat assets.
Boeing will maintain the Vigilare system in Australia under
a five-year support contract valued at $11.4 million.
will increase the efficiency
and capacity of the Army
and land-based Air Force
elements to rapidly share
battlefield information.

DEFENCE TARGETS
ALBURY
A $4.3 million contract
to deliver 600 portable
infantry target systems to
practice, assess and vali-

date battle-shooting skills
in a field environment has
been subcontracted to two
companies in Albury NSW.
The system, to be built by
Milspec and ATS Headquarters, will use Australian
designed and developed
target systems and replace
30-year-old systems considered out-of-date and
unreliable.
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MILITARY NEWS
LAST LAUNCH
FOR ANZAC CLASS

Last of the billion$ boats slips
her ropes to begin sea trials

Australia’s $7 billion investment in the
ANZAC class frigate project reached a
significant milestone when the tenth and
final ship in the class - Nuship Perth - was
launched at Tenix’s Williamstown shipyard
in Victoria in March.
Perth will be equipped with the latest
communication, navigation and firecontrol systems when it is delivered in
June 2006. It will be capable of firing
the Evolved SeaSparrow missile from its
Vertical Launching System and will be
armed with a five-inch gun.
Perth will have an upgraded Combat
Management System - the first ship of its
class to have this system fitted.
“The five ANZAC frigates already
in service have proven their worth in
operations in the Persian Gulf, off the
north coast of Australia and in Antarctic
waters,” Defence Minister Robert Hill said.

THE
TWO MINUTE
BRIEF....
JEMAAH
ISLAMIYAH

1 BRIGADE

URBAN TRAINING
FACILITY FOR DARWN

NZ ROLLS LANDROVER

ORION GETS NEW GLASSES

New Zealand is in the process of replacing its
fleet of Landrovers with the purchase of 188
new Pinzgauer Light Operational Vehicles.
The vehicles represent the first of a total
fleet of 321 at a total cost of the project is
estimated at up to NZ$110 million with
delivery scheduled to begin in October.
Originally designed and built by SteyrDaimler-Puch of Austria, the Pinzgauer now is
produced exclusively in the United Kingdom
by Automotive Technik and is exported to 30
countries.

US company FLIR Systems Inc has won a
$10 million contract to supply and fit 10
electro-optical Star SAFIRE III surveillance
systems on RAAF AP-3C Orions. Five Orions
are already equipped with the system.
Star SAFIRE III is a next generation
surveillance system capable of providing
images with greater magnification and
resolution and, in a later phase of the project,
will be integrated with the AP-3C data
management systems so that images can be
transmitted off-board.

LIFT
Adelaide-based NTP
Forklifts Australia has won
a $10.2 million contract
to supply the Australian
Army with new ruggedterrain medium-lift fork lifts.
The fork lifts - Manitou MHT
7140 LT (Army) Telehandler
- have a lift capacity of
eight tonnes, compared
to the five tonnes for the
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equipment they will
replace, and will be
operated on operations and
exercises in field conditions.

CHARGE IT
A new contract between
the ADF and Diners Club
will see Defence business
travellers paying for
travel-related services
by credit card, instead

of receiving daily cash
travel allowances. This will
allow Defence to claim
GST credits for all hotel
accommodation and meals
- saving about $6 million
a year. Reconciliation of
accommodation, meals
and incidental expenses
will also be accounted for
on the travel card. The
card will be introduced

Darwin-based soldiers will benefit from
a new $550,000 contract to design and
construct a Small Teams Skills Training
Facility (STSTF) at the Robertson Barracks.
The facility will enable training of
1 Brigade personnel in building-entry
and search techniques in an urban
environment.
Australian military deployments to
Cambodia, Rwanda, Somalia and East
Timor have proved the need for training in
this type of environment, where high levels
of training and coordination are required.
This project is just the first stage in
the development of an urban training
capability in the Northern Territory - the
second stage, scheduled to commence
at the Mount Bundy Training Area later
this year, will compliment the STSTF by
allowing foot soldiers to train alongside
armoured vehicles.

initially to Defence’s senior
leadership, but will be
available to all Defence
business travellers by the
end of the year.

BRIDGING THE GAP
The Australian Army has
just spent $7.3 million on
10 new fixed modular
bridges from United Statesbased Acrow Corporation.

Capable of crossing gaps of
varying widths, the bridges
have a span of 51 metres or
can be joined to span wider
gaps as required and are
capable of carrying heavy
loads including the Army’s
new M1A1 Abrams tanks.
Army engineers from
the Combat Engineer
Regiments in Darwin,
Townsville and Brisbane,

AIRBUS FUELS TANKER PROJECT
Contract will deliver nine-fold boost to the RAAF’s air-to-air refuelling capacity

A

ustralia has chosen the Airbus
A330, modified as a tanker,
to replace its ageing Boeing
707 fleet in a $2 billion contract with
European Aeronautic Defence and
Space Company (EADS) and Qantas
Defence Services.
The RAAF will take delivery of five of
the modified commercial aircraft with
the first coming on line in 2007.
The contest - that saw Boeing’s 767
eliminated - will deliver an estimated
nine-fold increase in air-to-air refuelling
capability over its current fleet.

will be capable of
deploying the bridges,
while some of the new
acquisition will be used for
training.The first bridges
are due for delivery in July.

OUR VETS ON THE
INTERNET
A new website has been
developed to showcase
inspiring war stories being

Announcing the decision, Defence
Minister Robert Hill said the A330
offered greater capability in terms of
endurance, offload-of-fuel capacity,
cargo capacity and value for money.
The fact that Qantas Defence
Services was part of the team and
already operates the commercial
version of the A330 is expected to
provide significant synergies in relation
to maintenance and support.
Four of the five aircraft will be
modified in Brisbane at a new facility
being constructed by Qantas.

recorded as part of the
Government’s new Australians at War Film Archive.
www.australiansatwarfilmarchive.gov.au carries
almost 100 transcripts of
interviews undertaken to
date, with hundreds more
to follow.
“The Film Archive and
website will provided an
unprecedented resource

It be fitted with both boom and
drogue delivery systems, suitable for
all types currently flown by the RAAF.
All fuel is carried in existing integral
tanks, eliminating the requirement to
fit additional bladders or to remove
passenger seating.
Eight military pallets of cargo and
293 personnel can be carried in the
aircraft’s secondary troop-lift role or, for
example, it could deploy six F/A-18s
from Darwin to Butterworth in Malaysia
non-stop, while carrying 43 tonnes of
support equipment and stores.

for researchers, film-makers
and future generations
of Australians,” Veterans’
Affairs Minister Danna
Vale, said.

TENIX FLOATS KIWI
BOAT CONTRACT
New Zealand has selected
Australian company Tenix
Defence for its NZ$500
million Project Protector

ship-building requirements.
Tenix has been chosen
as the preferred tenderer
to supply the Royal New
Zealand Navy with a
multi-role vessel, capable
of undertaking tactical
sealift and disaster relief,
plus in-shore and offshore vessels to meet New
Zealand’s surface-patrol
requirements.

What is Jemaah
Islamiyah?
Jemaah Islamiyah (JI) or
“Islamic Organization” in
Arabic is a Sunni Islamic
extremist organisation,
whose stated goal is to
create an Islamic state
encompassing Indonesia,
Malaysia, Thailand and
Mindanao.
Where does JI operate?
Across South East Asia,
including Indonesia,
Malaysia, Singapore,
possibly Thailand and
the Philippines with local
Islamist groups Abu
Sayyaf and the Moro
Islamic Liberation Front.
How big is JI?
Unknown – but there
are cells all over South
East Asia with worldwide
links forged in battle in
Afghanistan, Chechnya,
Somalia, Yemen, Bosnia
and Kosovo.
Who is the leader of JI?
Abu Bakar Bashir, an
Indonesian of Yemeni
descent, was jailed for
four years in September
2003 by an Indonesian
court for involvement
in a plot to overthrow
the government and
violation of immigration
laws. Freed on appeal
recently then re-arrested.
Who are the other
leadership figures?
Indonesian JI leader,
Riduan bin Isamuddin,
aka Hambali, fought
with the Mujahideen
in Afghanistan during
the 1980s. Hambali is
also known to have
assisted Al Qa’ida 9/11
terrorists and has made
arrangements for JI
members to travel to Al
Qa’ida training camps
in Afghanistan. Hambali
was arrested last year
in Thailand and was
handed over to US
authorities.
What is JI accused of?
JI, or individuals
affiliated, is thought to be
coordinating to several
terrorist attacks, most
notably the October 2002
Bali bombings that killed
202.
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MILITARY NEWS
MEDALS & AWARDS

STAR OF COURAGE
FOR TANKIE
Australia’s second highest bravery award
has been awarded to Corporal Shaun
Clements (now an instructor at the School
of Armour) who, on 5 May 2001, was
involved in an Army training exercise
when the tank he was in suddenly
veered out of control after the
gun caught the side of the
driver’s head. As Corporal
Clements climbed onto the
top of the tank, it suddenly
accelerated and was on a
collision course with two other
occupied tanks. Corporal Clements,
while supporting the injured driver,
was able to steer the tank away from the
other vehicles and bring it to a halt, using
a steep rise and surrounding trees. Even
though Corporal Clements suffered broken
ribs and a collapsed lung in the incident,
he remained on the tank and helped with
the medical evacuation of the driver.

SOLOMONS DEPLOYMENT
RECOGNISED
Defence Minister Robert Hill presented
Australian Service Medals (ASM) in April
to more than 500 Townsville-based soldiers
in recognition of their service as part of
the Regional Assistance Mission to the
Solomon Islands.
“Through their efforts they have made a
real difference in the lives of the people of
the Solomon Islands,” Senator Hill said.
The soldiers were among about 1500
initially deployed on Operation Anode
to provide support and protection to the
Participating Police Force.

LEGION OF HONOUR
Brigadier Steve Meekin has been awarded
the United States Legion of Merit in recognition of his distinguished service while
commanding the Joint Captured Materiel
Exploitation Centrein Iraqi.
US Army Major-General Keith Dayton,
Commander of the Iraq Survey Group,
presented the award at a ceremony at
Russell Offices.
Authorized on July 20, 1942, and amended on March 15, 1955, this was the first
United States decoration created specifically as an award for citizens of other
nations, and it is the first award to have
different ‘degrees’ to conform with the decorations of other countries. It is awarded
to members of the UN Armed Forces for
exceptionally meritorious conduct in the
performance of outstanding service to the
US. Originally awarded to both officers
and enlisted, currently the recipient must
occupy a position of great responsibility
and would normally be a high-ranking
officer of staff or flag rank.

14

CONTACT

GEORGE CROSS WIN

Queen Elizabeth awards high honour
to teen for bravery under fire

T

he George Cross,
which along with the
Victoria Cross is the
commonwealths highest
award for gallantry, had been
awarded to its youngest
recipient, 19-year-old British
soldier Trooper Christopher
Finney of the Household Cavalry
Regiment, for outstanding
courage in Iraq on 28 March
2003.
Tpr Chris Finney, aged 18
at the time, was on his first
operational deployment.
His citation reads in part: On
28 March 2003, D Sqn Household
Cavalry Regiment was probing
forward along the Shatt Al Arab
waterway, north of Basrah, some
30 kms ahead of the main force
of 16 Air Assault Bde. In exposed
desert, their mission was to find
and interdict the numerically
vastly superior, and better
equipped, Iraqi 6th Armd Div.
Tpr Finney, a young AFV
[armoured fighting vehicle] driver
with less than a year’s service,
was driving the leading Scimitar

vehicle of his troop, which had
been at the forefront of action
against enemy armour for several
hours. In the early afternoon,
the two leading vehicles paused
beside a levee to allow the troop
leader to assess fully the situation
in front. Without warning, they
were engaged by a pair of
Coalition Forces ground attack
aircraft. Both vehicles
were hit and caught
fire, and ammunition
began exploding inside
the turrets. Tpr Finney
managed to get out of
his driving position and
was on the way towards
cover when he noticed
that his vehicle’s gunner was
trapped in the turret. He
then climbed onto the
fiercely burning vehicle,
at the same time placing
himself at risk from enemy fire,
as well as fire from the aircraft
should they return. Despite the
smoke and flames and exploding
ammunition, he managed to haul
out the injured gunner, get him

off the vehicle, and move him to a
safer position not far away, where
he bandaged his wounds.
The troop leader, in the other
Scimitar, had been wounded
and there were no senior ranks
to take control. Despite his
relative inexperience, the shock
of the attack and the all-tooobvious risk to himself, Tpr Finney
recognised the need to inform his
HQ of the situation. He therefore
broke cover, returned to his
vehicle, which was still burning,
and calmly and concisely sent a
lucid situation report by radio.
He then returned to the injured
gunner and began helping
him towards a Royal Engineers
Spartan AFV that had moved
forward to assist.
At this point, Tpr Finney noticed
that both the aircraft were
lining up for a second attack.
Notwithstanding the impending
danger, he continued to help his
injured comrade towards the
safety of the Spartan vehicle. Both
aircraft fired their cannon and
Trooper Finney was wounded in
the buttocks and legs, and the
gunner in the head. Despite his
wounds, Tpr Finney succeeded in
getting the gunner to the waiting
Spartan. Then, seeing that the
driver of the second Scimitar was
still in the burning vehicle, Trooper
Finney determined to rescue
him as well. Despite his wounds
and the continuing danger
from exploding ammunition,
he valiantly attempted to climb
onto the vehicle, but was beaten
back by the combination of heat,
smoke and exploding
ammunition. He
collapsed exhausted
a short distance from
the vehicle, and was
recovered by the crew
of the Royal Engineers’
Spartan.
During these
attacks and their horrifying
aftermath, Tpr Finney
displayed clearheaded courage
and devotion to his
comrades, which was out of
all proportion to his age and
experience. Acting with complete
disregard for his own safety, even
when wounded, his bravery was
of the highest order throughout.

M1A1 ABRAMS TANK

HARD CHOICE

Why does Australia need a new tank or, indeed, why do we need a
tank at all? And, if we do need one, is Abrams the best choice?
WORDS SIMON POINTER PICS GENERAL DYNAMICS & US ARMY

A

s predicted in the first issue of CONTACT
Air Land and Sea, Australia has decided
to equipped its army with a fleet of
59 M1A1 Abrams main battle tanks to
replace the ageing Leopard 1, at a total project
cost of about $550 million. As explained, Abrams
was probably the best choice given the global
circumstances we operate in – though we have
to admit we were not alone in this assessment.
Choosing Abrams for Australia was probably the
biggest open secret in modern military history.

THE RATIONAL
Armoured warfare is not a new concept. Since
the armies of Alexander the Great conquered the
world, professional soldiers have been attempting

to find the perfect balance between, firepower,
mobility and protection. The first great success
came during the Middle Ages when the armoured
knight made his appearance.
Imagine being one of the first soldiers to
encounter an armoured knight in combat. The
charging iron-clad horse, bearing an iron-clad
knight – wooden-tipped arrows bounced off him
and wooden pikes splintered on his breastplate
– a truly awe-inspiring sight. Unfortunately for the
knight, weapons and techniques soon evolved to
counter him.
One of the most effective techniques was to
simply push him off his horse. Knights were not
very manoeuvrable and, once down, could not get
up again, and were soon dispatched.

Although an interesting and in some ways
novel solution to the problems of firepower,
mobility and protection, the armoured knight was
not really practical. Although good on level or
gently sloping land, the armour became a death
trap if fighting on uneven, broken or boggy land.
So the problem remained.
However, as technology advanced, the problem
was revisited. Consider the Crimean War of the
1850’s – the first truly modern war. During this
conflict between the Franco-British-Turkish Allies
and the Russians, we see the introduction of
binoculars, the electric telegraph, the camera, the
steam engine and the steam ship as weapons of
war. We also see an ever-increasing use of rifles
and exploding projectiles.
So how can an army overcome a highly lethal
battlefield where a commander instantaneous
information and directly order logistical or arms
support to a particular area? Simple – you design
an armoured vehicle!
This is what the British did. Essentially it was
a steam-powered armoured traction engine.
However, it was not built during the Crimean War.
Rather the first ever, construction and trials of an
armoured vehicle took place during the Boar War
(1898-1902), some 40 years later. This vehicle was
CONTACT
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SIGNPOST HERE
equipment and could very well render his occupation of the
city impotent.
Defence is not about sitting behind a wall and waiting for
the enemy to conveniently come to you. It is about being
able to exploit your geography and mobility in order to
achieving the following;
i. Reduce the enemy’s ability to move without impairment,
ii. Reduce the enemy’s ability to maintain a supply line to
his forward positions,
iii. Reduce the enemy’s ability to maintain safe positions
behind his lines, and
iv. Reduce the enemy’s ability to conduct offensive operations against you.
In Australia we have vast tracts of flat open land. This
country lends itself to mobile warfare and, in any conflict on
the Australian continent, the side with the greatest mobility,
firepower and protection will eventually win.
So what is so wrong with our current tanks that we need
to purchase new ones?
Firstly, Leopard is old. It is a design that was first delivered to the West German Army in 1965. Our Leopards were
delivered in the mid to late 1970’s and, like a second-hand
car, are simply wearing out. Additionally the armoured and
anti-armoured forces within our region have advanced
to the point where the 10mm-70mm thick armour of the
Leopard 1 is no longer adequate defence. The 105mm gun
is out-ranged by most modern anti-tank weapons and by
other tanks in the region.
So, our tanks are mechanically unreliable, no longer
provide adequate protection for their crews and do not have
adequate firepower.
Remember the trinity of mobility, firepower and protection? If you are mechanically unreliable, you can not ensure
battlefield mobility, if your armour can be easily pierced you
have no protection and if your gun does not have the range
you can not destroy your enemy. So we need a new tank!
So, we’ve decided we need a new tank and we’ve chosen
General Dynamics’ M1A1 Abrams.

M1A1 ABRAMS
The M1 Abrams is a battle-tested and proven tank that, in it’s
current form – the M1A1– is a formidable armoured vehicle.
Unlike most other tanks in service today it’s powered by a
gas-turbine engine that produces a vast amount of power.
This engine is very reliable, mechanically simple and easy
to service. All pluses for mobility. However, the engine is
extremely noisy and emits a lot of heat. Both of which make
it very easy to detect on the battlefield.
Abrams consumes a huge amount of fuel, and although
that was not a problem in the two allied wars against Iraq, it
could prove to be a limiting factor if fighting in the Australian Outback. This engine option for the M1 was originally
intended for a vehicle operating in the relatively confined
European theatre of operations.
The M1 has very effective armour, the construction of
which is classified. However what we can say is that, from
combat experience, it appears to be very good at stopping
most forms of anti-tank munitions. Also, the M1 has a compartmentalised structure, which means that a fatal hit to one
part will not be transmitted to the remainder of the tank,
thus increasing crew survivability.
The main armament of the M1A1 is the magnificent
Rhienmetall 120mm smoothbore gun. This weapon has the
ability to fire very-high-velocity rounds out to a respectable
range with a remarkably flat trajectory. Coupled to this is a
state of the art laser range and targeting system, feeding
into a targeting computer. This combination can give the
tank crew the ability to achieve a first-round kill under most
climatic conditions.
Simon Pointer is a postgraduate student of military
history with a special interest in armour.

ABRAMS - LESSONS LEARNT 2003
US Army reports from Iraq on the performance of the M1
Capturing and evaluating battlefield performance and lessons learnt are critical
to improving systems so that manufacturers are better able to fulfil customer and
warfighter requirements.
With a lot of speculation on the performance and capability of the Abrams in
the media, these lessons learnt in battle go some way to proving that our troops
are well protected inside Australia’s new MBT.

LEFT: ANTI-ARMOUR RPG ATTACK TO LEFT SIDE. NON-BALLISTIC SKIRTS REPEATEDLY PENETRATED
BY ANTI-ARMOUR RPG FIRE. ANTI-PERSONNEL RPG ROUNDS CAUSED ONLY COSMETIC DAMAGE.
RIGHT: RPG PENETRATION INTO HYDRAULIC RESERVOIR.

LEFT: MOST LOSSES WERE ATTRIBUTED TO MECHANICAL BREAKDOWN OR EXTERNAL STOWAGE
FIRES. THE VEHICLES WERE STRIPPED BEFORE BEING ABANDONED. RIGHT: AFTER SURVIVING TWO
RPG STRIKES THIS M1 WAS STOPPED BY 25MM HITS TO THE REAR ENGINE COMPARTMENT.

LEFT: FRONTAL TURRET AND HULL ARMOUR CONTINUES TO PROVIDE EXCELLENT CREW PROTECTION
AS SHOWN WITH THIS 25MM STRIKE. RIGHT: AFTER A BREAKDOWN IT TOOK A GRENADE, A SABOT
ROUND AND TWO MAVERICK MISSILES TO DESTROY THIS M1 TO PROTECT ITS SECRET TECHNOLGY.

LEFT: ROADWHEELS AND TRACKPAD WEAR PROVED TO BE SIGNIFICANT OVER THE LONG DISTANCES
TRAVELLED. A HIGH RATE OF FAILURE FOR ROAD ARMS (THREE). RIGHT: EVEN AFTER BEING HIT, AMMUNITION BLAST DOORS PROTECTED CREW AS DESIGNED, WITH THE CREW SURVIVING.

AIR, LAND & SEA

General Dynamics F-111, ‘The Flying Pig’

AUSTRALIA’S AIRCRAFT CARRIER

The Defence Capability Review of late 2003, outlined government
plans to replace HMA Ships Tobruk, Manoora and Kanimbla, with
two larger amphibious vessels and a sea-lift ship.
The amphibious ship requirement is speculated to be in the order
of 20,000 tonnes – compared to the 8500 tonnes of the two LPAs
being replaced.
At 34,000 tonnes, USS Essex (pictured above) is a bit on the big
side, but the concept is thought to be close to the mark.
US Navy photo by Photographer’s Mate 1st Class James G. McCarter

GALLIPOLI

LEST WE
FORGET
Addressing record crowds
at Gallipoli, Defence Minister
Robert Hill captures the
essence of our important
day.
WORDS ROBERT HILL
PICS SERGEANT TROY RODGERS

“We stand here this morning to remember all those
who suffered and died at this place 89 years ago.
We pay homage not only to the Australians
and New Zealanders, but also men from Britain,
France, Canada, India and Newfoundland. We
remember the brave Turks who defended this
ground.
In time, we have ceased to distinguish between
the loss of friend or foe - all who fought here
shared a common sacrifice, and those who
remember them share their legacy of courage.
As dawn breaks, we cannot help but think of how
those first ANZACs would have felt. With thoughts
of family and home, they willingly took their places
in the boats. With excitement and fear as never
before, they steeled themselves for the unknown
that lay beyond.
For many, this would be a final act of sacrifice
and service. Some 8700 Australians and 2700 New
Zealanders would lose their lives.
Many more would suffer cruelly and be nursed
in the most difficult of circumstances.
Others would fight on in the horrors of the
trenches of France and Belgium.
All would be part of a special legacy - their
example is as relevant today as it was when news of
their sacrifice first broke the hearts of two young
nations, Australia and New Zealand.
The actions of those first ANZACs have since
stirred us to aim higher and encouraged the
finest qualities - service, courage, sacrifice, shared
responsibility and overcoming adversity no matter
what the odds.
Since the campaign in Gallipoli, generations of
young soldiers, sailors and airmen and women
have stood ready to serve and pay the price
even by giving their lives. This morning we also
commemorate their sacrifice. And we think of the
men and women on active duty today, with a new
generation of friends and family anxiously waiting
behind. We particularly think of those in Iraq and
Afghanistan - serving at significant risk. We pray
for their safe return.
Those of us from Australia and New Zealand

GALLIPOLI

claim the heritage of ANZAC as part of
our identity. If so, we must show it in
our own lives. To wear a uniform is not a
prerequisite for service. We will all have the
chance to demonstrate some of the qualities
of the ANZAC. If we do so, we will be
contributing to a better society. And we will
be demonstrating that the sacrifice of those
who died at Gallipoli was not in vain.
We must also remember the lesson that
war is terrible and the costs incalculable.
Sometimes war will be necessary but it will
always come at great cost. This cost demands
that we do our utmost to settle differences
peacefully and provide the necessary security
for our people and interests without the
resort to arms.
At the same time, we must not be cowed
by extremists who use terror to undermine
our way of life and break our spirit. Those
who have made this pilgrimage here today
and those across the world who stand
together in these ceremonies are sending a
powerful message that the spirit of ANZAC
is alive and well and will not be defeated.
Let us remember that we are here to
commemorate those who out of a sense
of service and duty have staked their own
frail mortality for the benefit of others. We
recognise the nobility of their sacrifice and
commit ourselves to preserve their legacy.
As the light here grows and another
ANZAC Day comes upon us, we turn to
those in the shadows.
We thank you. We will never forget you.”

