


51FNQR

today plays an
important role
in the security
of Australia by
conducting
surveillance
patrols in

the sparsely
populated and
remote regions
of far north
Queensland

A patrol’s aim is to observe the enemy without provide information about unusual activities

being detected themselves, generally acting only in an in their area.
information-gathering capacity. The unit conducts land-based and littoral

The patrolman must complete an induction/recruit surveillance and reconnaissance in support of
course and a patrolman’s course to achieve initial national security operations across a massive area of
qualifications. Progressive training available to enhance responsibility, from Cardwell (south of Cairns), to the
his abilities or further his career could include driver, Northern Territory border and all points in between,
patrol medic, signaller, water operations, survival, tracking including the Torres Strait, Cape York and the gulf
and leadership courses. country —some 640,000 square kilometres.

51FNQR

On 1 October 1985, the 51 Independent Rifle Company,
the Royal Queensland Regiment, was re-organised as
the Royal Force Surveillance Unit in north Queensland
and renamed the 51° Battalion Far North Queensland
Regiment.

51FNQR’s origins can be traced to 1916 when the
battalion was raised, as part of the 1 Australian Imperial
Force, from veterans of the Dardanelles’ campaign.The
battalion also served with distinction in WWII during the
Pacific campaign.

The unit has, as its regimental march, ‘The Far North
Queensland Regiment’ written by Allen Rainis, a member
of the battalion band, at Merauke in 1943. It is the only
march written especially for and containing the title of a
unit in the Australian Army.

51FNQR today plays an important role in the security
of Australia by conducting surveillance patrols in the
sparsely populated and remote regions of far north
Queensland.

The battalion is made up of full-time and part-
time members with its battalion headquarters
and a surveillance company located in Cairns
and other surveillance companies at Weipa,
Thursday Island and Mount Isa.

It has more than 500 members
including approximately 60 full-time
personnel.

In conducting its activities, 51FNQR
draws on soldiers and civil support and
uses the knowledge of local Indigenous
and non-Indigenous communities, who
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